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liament and a recognition of its difficulties,
the scheme will prove successful. If that
attitude is adopted by all parmes in the
House, they will not find me eriticai of what
has been dope in the past. | have not the
slightest desire to make the group seitle-
ments a party matter. T am not attempting
to do so in my administration of the scheme.
I have considered no one and nothing ex-
cept what I thonght was just. I have done
justice to sall, and so has the board.

Mr. Davy: 1 should hope so.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
my attitude.

Mr. Davy: It is not conceivable that any
Minister would take up aay other atiitude.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I shall
welcome the assistance of the Leader of the
Opposition and of all parties in this House,
and if I get that, I fecl sure that in the years
to come the scheme will make good. That
will undoubtedly be the result if the settlers
do their part. Tf they will accept their re-
sponsibilities now in good heart, in a few
years’ time we shall have established a sue-
cessful industry and a thriving community,
and the prosperity of Weslern Australia
will be greatly enhanced in consequence.

On motion by Mr. Richardson, debate ad-
Journed,

House adjonrned at 10.37 p.m.

Legislative Counctl.
Tuesday, 21st August, 1928.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS—S0UTH PROVINCE
ELECTION.

On motion hy Hon. J. Cornell ordered:
That all papers relating to correspondence
between Messrs. G. H. Rainsford, James Cor-
nell, J J. Lawler, C. B. Williams, and the
Chief Electoral Officer, in regard to polling
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places nad postal vote otticers for the South
Province Election, 1928, also all papers re-
lating to che cancellation of appointments of
11, 8. Buzacott and B. R. Judge as postal
vate officers and their re-appointment, be
laid on the Table of the House,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Eighth Day.
Debate resumed from the 16th August.

HON. SIR EDWARD WITTENOOM
(North) [4.35]): 1 have always understood
that the fifth wheel of the coach can be very
useful. 1 find exemplification of it to-day,
since 1 have taken the place of somebody else
rather unexpeoctedly, owing, I believe, to a
little indisposition. Stil}, I had intended to
make a few remarks to-morrow, however
much they may have been stated Lefore; for
at this stage of the debate very little ean
be said that has not been already men-
tioned. At the risk of repetition, I intend
to refer to two or three subjects, If I can-
not succeed in making myself interesting, at
all events I will offer compensation by beiny
brief. The Speech puts me in mind of our
weather prophet at the Observatory in that,
while most exeellent in records, it is a little
weak in forecast. However, 1 suppose the
Government have availed themselves of that
wise old maxim that we should not hide our
light under & bushei. The first item I pro-
pose to deal with is that referring to our
whent production. As my text I {ake from
the Speech this excerpt—

It is estimated that a further big advance
will be made for the current season, and a
eampaign hag been initiated for the production
of 50,000,000 bushels of wheat during the
centenary ycay (1929-30).

This has given me & great deal of food for
reflection, because it is impossible for us
to produce that quantity of wheat unless we
have the necessary labour. That brings
us back to the disputed question of land
clearing, which is fundamental in the pro-
duetion of wheat. Unless we have labour
available for the clearing of the land, it
will be impossible to increase the acreage
we have already under erop. During the
last week or two I have been away in
the ecountry, where I have had excep-
tional opportunities for seeing the resul:
of land clearing and the utilisation of the
various classes of labour. Not long ago
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i noticed in the newspaper that the Premier
nad some comment on the view that there
were not sulficient Britishers available to de
the necessary clearing, that Britishers would
noi do the clearing, and so it had to be done
by foreigners. When I use the word “Brit-
1sher’” I include in it the Australian. What
the Premier said in effect was that it was
absurd to think there were npot sufficient
Britishers here to do the work, else how
wasg it the work had been done in the past,
and how had the farmers been able to get
the clearing done hefore the foreigners came
to the State? That aspect of the gquestion
T do not propose to discuss, for I eannot
say how the work was done; but I say this
—more in sorvew than in anger—that those
who did the work before the foreigners came
left sueh records that they can hardly get
employment at the task again. I say it
regretfully beeause, as I have said, when [
speak of Britishers I think also of my own
countrymen ; for they are Western Austra-
lians, as I am a Western Australian. How-
ever, ¢ither they cannot do the work of clear-
ing, or they will not do it. 1 have gone
carefully into this subject and have come
to the conclusion that the Britisher does
not like the work of clearing and is mot
inclined to apply himself to it. 1 visited
(ne property of about 12,000 geres. Of
that, some 10,000 acres were cleared. A Iot
of the clearing was still in hend. I asked
tiow it was being conducted, and was told,
“Mostly by foreigners.” Then I asked how
many applications for the work had been
received from Britishers during the last 12
months. I learnt that three applications
had been received from Britishers and 20
from foreigners. One of the Britishers was
piven work, but the remainder of the clear-
ers were foreigners. But for those men the
clearing wontd not have been done. On an-
other property the owner told me that not
only conld he not have put in his present
erop, but he would never have undertaken
the clearing had he had to depend on British
clearers. He said that in the first place
they were not relinble and that, in the second
place, they searcely ever applisd for the
work. I dare say yon, Sir, understand that
the clearing of forest land is dome in two
processes. In the first instance the timber
1z eut down and heaped up ready for burn-
ing at a subsequent period. When this eunt-
ting down and stacking is finished, generally
50 per cent. of the total price is paig. I
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am told that in many instances the Brit
isher, baving received this 50 per cent., doe:
not come back to finish the work, and in
conseynence it is not finished in time, and
50 a season is lost. On the other hand, |
am told that when the foreigner takes the
work in hapd it is Gnished off entirely. I
am going tu give sume instances of this,
On the last property visiled by me, 48,000
acres have been cleared, 20,000 acres planted
with wheat, 2,000 acres pianted with cats,
vhile 12,000 acres are lying fallow. Seo
members can imagine the class of property
it is. The proprietor assured me that but
for the work of foreigners, he could never
have got s0 large an acreage eleared. I am
uealing entirely with clearing. The staff of
that property, indeed of all such proper-
ties, are not foreigners, but are truly Brit-
ish. U is the clearing question that I am
considering. If we are to have an inereased
production of wheat, the clearing of the
land is the fundamental principle of the
whole business. Unless that can be done
satisfactorily, we shall not have the prom-
ised inerease. It is said that one of the
reasons why the Britisher does not apply
for clearing work is that he rannot get the
wages, cannot make sufficient money at it.
I do not know what money he can make,
but the wages, I have aseertained in the
case of foreigners, are from 12s. to 13s.
a day, on day work, they to find them-
sclves, and for piecework 31s. 6d. an acre.
When the first cofting down and stacking
is done, the contractor receives half thal
money. It is said they live on the smell
of an oil rag. It must be a very nourish-
ing rag, because they look strong and able,
T also had an oppeortunity of seeing what
their rations consist of. At the place I
was in, they got ount their rations from
town twice a week., They had as much of
cverything as we have in the way of pota-
toes, bread, tea and everything excepi
meat. They do what is a good thing for
the State, namely catch all the rabbits they
can, but the rabbits are so elusive they
may not get as many as they want. I
have here a few details. On one place, 20
1talians applied for work and three Eng-
lishmen, There was room for only one
Fnglishman. On the other place, where
there were 48,008 acres, only one Britisher
applied for elearing in the last five months.
It was proof in those two cases and om
those two large farms that for some reason
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or other the Britisher did not want the
elearing work.

The Honorary Minister: How often did
the employers apply for British labour.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: I
would not cxpect them to apply for it.
Those who wanted work came along for it.
One employer said that a good deal of the
British !abour was unsatisfactory. I am
oot one of the proprietors, and have not
employed any foreigners.

The Honorary Minister: = You would
think that if they bad wanted British
labour, they would have applied for it.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: 1
shounld think it would be the other way, If
British tabour wanted the work, and there
were 400 unemployed, they wounld natur-
ally go looking for it.

The Heonorary Minister: If they knew
where it was to be found they would go
for it.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: |
do not say they would not go for it. At
any rate, they would not have mnch
trouble in finding it.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: 1§ is possible
the men wert advertised for, but did not
apply.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENQOM:
These people advertised for the eclearing of
500 or 600 acres, and the work was taken
at the prices I mentioned. On the smaller
place, the permanent staff comprises nine
Australians, three Englishmen and two
Italians. I am dealing entirely with the
elearing in its elementary stage. On the
other farm, in addition to the 10,000 acres
of wheat there are aboni 10,000 sheep, all
of which must receive attention, Only one
Englishman applied for a contraet for
elearing, and he got it. e had 226 acres
to clear and he performed the work, Tha
employer said if it had not been for the
ethers, it would not have been possible to
clear over 1,800 acres. I hope these par-
tieulars will be published. The Honorary
Minister says that the work would be
taken if Britishers knew it was available.
There is any amount of work there, and in
other districts, too, I expeef. If Britishers
want the clearing work, they should not
have much diffienlty in applying for it and
getting it. I thought T would bring these
details forward, having had a good chance
of seeing the work where it is carried on,
and having ascertained so far as I could
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from the proprietors of these places the
actual facets. T bope the informution will
prove of interest to hon. members. I now
wish to deal with the proposed harbour
improvements at Fremantle. One of the
most important works, if not the most im-
portunt work that is likely to be carried
out, has to do with the extension of the
barbour, and particularly the suggestions
of the Engineer-in-Chief. It 1is such
a buge scheme that further partieulars
ought to be supplied to us before we give
it consideration. I am pleased fo see
from the Press that the Premier intends
that Parliament shall express an opinion
upon the recommendations of the Engi-
neer-in-Chief. 1 do not know the Engineer-
in-Chief; beyond having met him soeially,
nor have I ever discussed any of these
proposals with him. Furihermore, I do not
know Sir George Buchanan, nor have I
ever seen that gentleman. I cannot, there-
fore, be accused of prejudice in favour of
either of these gentlemen. After reading
the two schemes and going over the partieun-
lars given, I must say 1 am very mueh in
favour of the suggestions of Sir Genrge
Buchanan. Both engineers seem to have
considered the matter, and both seem to he
experienced, but they are singnlarly at vari-
ance in what they recommend, I do not
profess to he an engineer—even if 1 did,
not many people would believe it—and I
do not profess to be a harbour engineer.
Nevertheless T flatter myself T can give as
good an opinion abont harbour engineering
as any member of the present Ministry. I
do not know in what cireumstances any mem-
ber of the Government ean be suid to have
qualified for the position of engineer; there-
fore I consgider that my views are as good
as any of theirs. I can only imagine that
the members of the Government have heen
induced to adopt the recominendations of
the Tingineer-in-Chief because he has giveu
them good and sound reasons which we have
not yet heard, but which T hope we shall
hear at a later stage.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Before the money is
spent.

Hon. . W, Miles: They began spending
it last session.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: My
knowledge of Fremantle is of long stand-
ing, for I was born there, I remember the
bar across the river, when ene could almost
walk weroas it throngh about three feet of
water B
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Hon. E. H. Harris: Water at the bar!

Hon, Sir EDWARD WITTEXNQOQM: The
only boat that went across was a small flat-
bottomed vessel with a paddle in the stern.
1 was also intimately connected with that
port when Sir Jobn Coode came here 1o
give us mformation in connection with the
harbour for Fremantle. 1 happened to be
a member of the Legislative Council in those
days, Owing to certain circumstanees of
which I have not the details, he deeided
against the river, and recommmended going
south of ¥remantle, 1 also remember dis-
tinetly that Mr. C. Y. 0'Connor induced Sir
John Forrest to allow him to open up the
river, on the ground, as far as I can re-
member, that the information supplied ie
Sir John Coode was not correct,-and be-
cause of the scour of the tides at the mouth

of the river. Unfortunately he induced Sir .

John Forrest to agree with his view. 1 was
.8 member of the Government for three or
four years while this work was progressing,
and I heard a good many opinions expresseil
concerning the Fremantle harbour. I never
beard vne apinion expressed but that there
shonld be an extension of the harbour up
the river. Great stress was laid upon the
fact that Rocky Bay was a commodious
little harbour, and when well supplied with
wharves on eaeh side it would accommodate
as much shipping as would be required for
many years. The idea was so prevalent
of using the river, that I was invited to join
the Chamber of Commerce in Perth. I was
going to do so, when Mr. Frank Wilson told
me that one of the chief planks in his plat-
fortn was to bring all the shipping to Perth,
That decided me at onee I did not want
the shipping brrught {o Perth, and would
have nothing to do with the Chamber. The
whole idea then for an exlension of the
harhour, when it did come about, was up
the river, No one with any knowledge of
Western Australin and its weather condi-
tions—we have had a very good sample cf
it during the last few days—who happened
to o to the site. where Mr. Stileman pro.
poses to make an outer harbour, could fail
to nofe the tempestuous seas and the terrifie
winds there which the shipping would be
called upon to cope with. Tt seems to me
that if we are to go outside the river for
a2 harbour, we should go south instead of
north. In the south there is some shelter,
but there is none if the extension goes north.
My common sense will not allow me to adopt
the suggestion of the Engineer-in-Chief with
regard to harbour accommodation withont
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turther explanation. I shall look forward
to the debate on the question, or to its being
submitted to the House, and I shall want
to hear some very convineing arguments,
whiech no doubt wili be fortheoming. I
think there must be arguments in favour
of the latest proposal, because without them
the eight members of the Ministry eould
not have been so convinced that Mr. Stile-
wan's recommendations are the best. |
shall await this farther information with
a good deal of interest. Tt will take a good
deal to convinee me that the harbour should
he extended to the north in preference to
the south, I have a few remarks to make
on the question of road construction. I do
not profess to be an engineer on that sub-
ject either. From what I have read and
seen, I feel that the method of ecarry-
ing out this work is so unsystematic
and so devoid of vegulation, that I
am surprised it has been done at all.
We see a portion dore in seme places and
a portion done in others. I do not know
on what terms the money is allocated or
how it is spent, or by whom it is spent;
therefore I am not in a position to give an
opinion, but I do know this, that on Satur-
day last I travelled over a good many miles
of newly made roads and I found that those
roads, instead of the drains, were the re-
ceptacles for water. Nearly everywhere the
centre of the road seemed to hold all the
water that had fallen. What kind of road-
making is that? Again, for many miles
there were holes in the road that were full
of water and every time the wheels of the
cer went into those holes, materinl was
splashed up and so the hole was made larger.
There was not a single person or a party to
attend to the roads, to attempt to divert
the water from them, or to endeavour to
effect repairs. After the expenditure of
& considerable sum of money on main roads,
there should be some sort of supervision;
they should be kept in something like decent
order. One would think that the idea pre-
vailed that the road having been made, it
was going to remain like that for ever.
Thosands of pounds must have been spent
on the roads and it was wicked almost to
see 50 much water lving on the surface with-
out any attempt being made to divert it.

The Honorary Minister: Wounld you mind
telling us where that was?

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: Be-
tween Guildford and towards New Noreis,
and it was particolarly bad through the
Upper Swan, It eannot be very long sinee
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the road was made there; just beyond Bulls-
brook before coming to the forest all needs
attention, 1t is a splendidly made piece of
road, but with the water running over it
and in so many places remaining on if, it
must rapidly deteriorate. On coming closer
to Perth in the vicinity of the racecounrse
crowds of men were seen working away
apparently on a task that did pot appear
to be necessary. They seemed to be cutting
away roads, while others that had been
newly formed, were permitted to ge to ruin.
There must have been fully 100 men there
with wagons and horses working like steam
instead of their being ocenpied on the work
of preserving those roads that bad already
heen built. This haphazard way of spend-
ing money is disgraceful. It seems to be the
policy to construct a road and then to let
it look after itself. We know also that the
road to Kalamunda is in a shocking state
of disrepair. It is quite good for a couple
of miles, but going over the remainder one
runs a risk of breaking the springs of his
car. I should like to ask why only a pateb
is constructed and the remainder negiected.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: That is not the duty
of the Main Roads Board; fhe road is under
the control of the local body.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM:
Whoever is responsible for the maintenance
of the road is allowing it to get into a
state almost beyond repair. There is one
other snbject to which I wish to allnde
1t is generally conceded that the Governor's
Speech does not give eause for amusement.
1n one paragraph, however, there is a gleam
of humour—the paragraph elluding to the
proposal to introduce a Redistribution of
Seats Bill. If I know the Premier at all,
and I know him to be exceedingly diplo-
matie, I can prophesy what will bappen.
A Bill will be submitted, it will pass an-
other place by the usual majority and then
will come along to the Legislative Couneil
for approval. It will not be acceptable to
the Legislative Council and so will be re-
jected. The Premier's diplomaey will then
show ifself. When the elections come round
the Premier will say, “I promised to bring
in a redistribution of seats and did so, but
the recaleitrant Legislative Couneil threw
it out.”

Hon. A. Lovekin:
gnrely.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM:
Even if they do passy it by a majority, why
should we pass it if it does not meet with
our approval?

We must pass it,
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Hou. E. H. Harris: We should pass it as
we passed the Finaneiel Agreemeni.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENGOM:
The Premier will be able to go to the elee-
tors and say, “I submitted the Bill as I
promised, but the recaleitrant Counecil would
not have it. Therefore I am obliged to go
to the electors once more on the existing
distribution.” As we say in Euelid—Q.E.D.
I have much pleasure in supporting the
motion for the adoption of the Address-in-
reply.

HON. C. F, BAXTER (East) (5.8]:
There is not very much to debate on the
Governor’s Speech unless one disensses the
legislation forecasted. In the Speech we
bave before us, there appears an announce-
men{—and it is very interesting to note it
—that the Government intend to take up
serionsly the question of atterapting to put
the groups on & proper business basis. Un-
fortunately, a good deal of this work is
now beyond us and a big loss has already
been custained. 1In this respect it was very
interesting the other evening to listen to
Mr. Mann who is one of the representatives
of the South-West Provinee, speaking about
the advance made by the dairyving induns-
try in that part of the Siate. This advance
has been brought abont by group settlement,
and if Mr. Mann's figures are correet, it
has been a rapid and satisfactory advance.
Of course a good deal of the suecess has
been due to the high price being paid for
butter fat, and my feeling is that this will
continue to help to put dairying on a solid
basis. As we know, the dairying industry
has done a greai deal for Vietoria, hut we
are not in the same position as was that
State because we are not heing paid a
bonus. Ome of the hurning questions of the
day is the administration or perhaps we
might say the mal-administration of the
Mazain Roads Aect. It is interesting to mote
that the Federal Government on the one
hand blame the State Government for the
existing state of affairs, and the State Gov-
ernment blame the Federal Government. In
addition, we find that the Premier, as he is
always ready to do, is blaming this House
for the whole of the trouble. The real posi-
tion, however, is that 90 per cent. of the
existing trouble is the resnl{ of tbe bad ad-
ministration of the Act. That is where the
fault lies. I listened to the address deliv-
ered a week ago by the Chairman of the
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Main Roads Board to the conference of dele-
gutes from country rvad boards, and he
assured the conference that everything would
be right in the future. Unforfunately he
gave an assurance that it is dillicult to take
serionsly.  Next morning we read the
opinion of the Premier which was diametri-
cally opposed to that of the Chairman of
the Main Roads Board. One wonders what
the position will actually be in the future.
Hon. members are aware that T advocated.
and that I still advocate that the only :at-
isfactory way of having the work done is
by permitting it to be done by the local
bedies who are familiar with existing con-
ditions, and who in the past have been able
to do the work satisfactorily and at much
less eost than the Main Roads Board. The
Government engincers might be permitted to
collaborate with the local authorities and
perhaps tender them advice, but I do not
believe in surveyors and engineers going all
over the country and spending thousands of
pounds needlessly,

Hon. A. Lovekin: It is all cheap money.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Probably, but
what is the use of wasting it? There are
numerous instances of excessive cost that
could be given, I know of one where a
road, the estimate of which was set down
by the Main Roads Board at £18 10s. a
chain and which was actually carried out
by the local authority for £6 10s, a chain
~—one-third of the cost. Sir Edward Witte-
noom referred to the bad state of the roads
that he had travelled over and said that
sone of them had been left in a disgraceful
condition. I cannol agree, however, that
there should be someone continually em-
ployed to fill up the holes as they appemr.
To do this, there would be required a greal
number of men and a considerable amount
of money because of the heavy traffic that
exists at the present time. One wonders
what is going to happen. A large majority
of our farming population, we know, favour
motor transport, and motor transport is re-
sponsible for the inereased expenditure on
our roads. Im years gone by there were
glow-moving wagons which did not eause
the friction for which the motor vehirle of
to-day is responsible. Heavy motor traffic
poes along at a high rate of speed.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: I did noi
sugaest that all fhe holes should be filled
up' as they were made; I said that there was
not adequate supervision over the roads.
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Hou. C. F. BAXTER: The trouble i
caunsed by the diiferences that exist hetweer
the local bodies and the Main Roads bvard

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: It iher.
had been supervision the holes would nol
have appeared.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The whole troubi¢
is as to who is to bear the cost. The loeal
bedies, unjustly, are saddled with the eosl
of maintenance, and in many cases the
local bodies do not receive any benefit what-
ever from the voads that are being con-
structed. In the city, however, the muni.
cipality of Perth derives bencfit by being
debited with only a small amount. The het-
ter system would be for the local bodies
io be permitted to ecarry out the construc-
tion. At the present time it is difficult 1o
understand the alocation of costs. Up to
date the Main Roads Board have not ex-
plained how they assess the value of a road.

The Honorary Minister: Do you mean to
ruggest that something done has been
contrary to the Aet?

Hon. C. ¥, BAXTER: I have already
said there has heen maladministration. Does
the Honorary Minister want anything
clearer than that% Another interesting imat-
ter that has been the subject of constdera-
sble discussion by members and the public
generally is that of bulk handling, an old
question in this State. As far back as 1913
the Scaddan Government appointed a eom.
mittee ender the Hon. Thomas Batbh to in-
quire into the advisableness of establishine
alk handling in this State. In s report
farnished to the Government bulk handling
was strongly recommended. Negotiations
were opened with a firm of engineers and
proceeded until 1915, when the Scaddan Gov-
ernment approved of bulk handling and
came to an arrangement with the engineers
to proeced with the work. Everything was
{inalised except the actual signing of the
agreement, when the Scaddan Government
v ent out of office. Let me remiud members
that at that timec the cost of installing the
scheme would have heen comparatively low
The Wilson Governinent came into office and
were sympathetic towards the proposal. T
remember that Sir James Mitchell, then Min-
ister for Agricnlture, took the matter up
and after eonsiderable inquiry expressed
himself satisfied that bulk handling would
he a good thing for the State. TUnfortu-
nately the war ereated finaneial diffienlties
and the seheme could not he proceeded with.
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In 1918 a Bill was introduced te provide
really for bulk storage. The object was
mainly to sateguard the stocks of wheat held
Lere because the grain was getting into a very
bad state. We were in the unfortunate posi-
tion of having in the four States £22,000,000
overdraft represented in wheat that was
diminishing year by year through weather
effects and imsect pests. A Bill was intro-
duced to ratify an agreement with the same
body of engineers, but after much discus-
gion, it was defeated by 2 majority of ome.
Following that two measures were intro-
duced to authorise an outside body to instal
bulk handling faecilities. Both those measures
were defeated. They reached this House on
the last day of the session and reeceived
the guillotine, one hon. member having moved
the adjournment of the debate urtil the fol-
lowing day, when it could not possibly be
continued. I was Minister at the time and
was handling those measures. There is some
eontroversy at presenf as to the wisdom of
proeeeding with bulk handling. In 1918 the
cost of establishing the silozs and tempor-
ary machinery—provision was made for the
proper machinery to be installed later—was
1s. 2d. per bushel of wheat. I am afraid
that the cost in 1928 would he vastly

different.  To-day the cost of labour
is almost double what it was 310
years ago, while the ecost of the ma-

terial that would be used in the erection
of silos has also increased considerably.
These factors have to be considered before
any serious step is taken to commit the State
to a bulk handling scheme. The first thing
to ascertain is the cost per bushel at which
~bulk bandling could be established. If the
scheme is going to be so highly capitalised
that it will be more costly than the present
bag system, what is the good of establishing
it? That is the question to be considered.
People, too, must not run away with the
idea that bulk handling will be suifable for
the whole State. It will be suitable for only
a small portion of the State. It is possible
to establish silos only ot sidings where
there is a sufficient quantity of wheat
to warrant their erection. Then the
Government would have to consider
the question of reconstructing the railway
trucks, and other incidental expenses would
be incurred. Among the henefits that it is
said would accrue to the farmer is that he
would need to buny enly one-third of the
quantity of bags he bas to buy now. That

291

would apply to the farmer who is situ-
ated near to a siding and who is able to
keep on carting, but farmers ai a distance
from a siding could not save a great deal on
bags. It may be said that the farmers, after
using the bags this year, could use them again
next year. During my years of experience
as a farmer I have not seen a bag sold in
this State during the last 15 years that was
of sufficiently good guality to stand two
years’ handling,

Hon. H. A. Stephenson:
getting worse every year,

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: Yes, Consequently
there are many points to be considered be-
fore the State is committed to a system of
bulk bandling. I am not opposed to the
bulk handling system. If it ean be bene-
ticially established &t a capital cost that
will not be too high and a saving can be
effected on the present cost of bags, let
it be adopted by all means, but I am satis-
fied it will entail a huge expenditure. It
15 ull very well to point to Canada as an
cxample. The position here is quite differ-
ent. We have a few sidings where storage
gilos could be erected, but at many sidings
the silos conld not be provided, and in
sneh districts the bag sysiem must con-
tinue. As is unsmal at this season of the
vear we have the unemployed with us.
Unfortunate though that is, it oceurs in
every eountry. This winter the unem-
ployed difficulty has been very acmte, in
taect it is the worst year that I can re-
member, It was interesting to note that a
distinguished visitor to Perth in the per-
son of Mr. Seullin, Leader of the Federal
Labour Party, took the Prime Minister to
task because he passed the unemployed
over to the State Government, but while
Mz, Scnllin did that, he did not make any
reference to the State Government. In
recent vears the State Government have
been very lax in not preparing to meet the
nnemployed diffienlty, which oceurs every
vear. This year they waited until the
position had reached its worst before they
took any action to relieve it, and then out-
side bodies had to rally to the Govern-
ment’s assistance. Unemployment is a de-
plorable thing in any country, but had the
({overnment taken the matter up sooner, a
fot of suffering could have been avoided.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Was not a good deal

of it beyond the control of the present
Government ¢

And they are
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Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Yes, but the Gov-
ernment could have taken aetion sooner.
No Government can hope fully fo cope
with the unemployed difficulty, but the
State Government knew that they would
be faced with tronble during the slack
season and preparations should have been
made to provide work for the men, instead
of waiting until the difficulty bucame so
acute.

The Honorary Minister: You cannot be
aware of what was done.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I am fully aware
of it. The Government provided free meals
and doles tor the men, instead of work,
and I am quite opposed to anything in the
shape of doles. I am safisfied that B0 per
cent, of the men did not want relief of
that kind. What they wanted was work.

Hon, A. Lovekin: You could not expect
the Government to anticipate the exodus
from the other States and the influx of
Southern Europeans.

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: T am not blaming
the Government for that. I say the Gov-
ernment made no provision beyond free
meals and a little assistance of that kind.
What they should have done was to pro-
vide work that would have been of Lenefif
to the State. Doles are no good in any
country.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom:
necessary work.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: There is any
amount of necessary work to be done in fhis
Siate.  Wherever we look, we see work
waiting to be done. Mr. Scullin alse
voiced the opinion that what was neeces-
sary in Australia was a gystem of unem-
ployment insurance. What with unem-
ployment insurance and child endowment,
we shall be depriving the manhood of Aus-
tralia of all incentive to work,

Hon. G. W. Miles: If the price of wheat
comes down it will settle all those schemes.

Hon. C. F, BAXTER. A fall in the price
of wheat would be a bad thing for this
State as well as for other producing coun-
tries. T do not take the pessimestic view
held by some people regarding the price
of wheat and the huge stocks held in
America. We hear the same pessimistic
views expressed every year. As one who
has grown wheat for a good many years.
I have noticed that nature hag a wonderful

Not un-

[COUNCIL.]

way of rectifying the position. In one year
the prospects are for a wonderful harvest
everywhere, and a price that will not be
payable to the producers. But a calamity
happens in some part, and the price of
wheat is maintained. I bhave often thought
that the price of wheat was not likely fo
be very remunerative in a ecertain year,
but it bhas turned out all right. If the
price of wheat does fall, it will be a serious
thing for Western Australia. Wheat and
wool are the twe lines of primary pro-
Anction on which we have ie depend ai
present. Only a small railway programme
is included in the Governor’s Spesch, hut
I take it that much greater progress
will be made than the Speech seems
to indicate. If the Government are going to
settle thousands of men on the land, they
will have to move considerably faster than
the Speech indicates.  Still, I understand
that the Government are doing their best to
meet the requirements. I was interested in
the remarks of the Premier to a deputation
regarding the Brookton-Armadale line. For
many years there has been strong agitation
for the consiruction of a railway through
that district. 1 am glad that the Premier at
last recogmises the value that that line will
be to ihe State. The Railway Depariment
is faced with an impossible position in hawv-
ing to haul all the wheat, except that sent to
ountports. through the bofile.neek at the
Perth railway station. wheress if the Brook-
ton-Armadale line were built, a large guan-
tity of wheat would bhe conveyed direet to
Fremantle. The building of the Brookton-
Armadale line would benefit the Working
Railways considerably, beeause it would be
possible to inerease the loads haunled and de-
erease running costs. Most important of all”
is the faet that the line would open up an
area of very fine country suitable for dairy-
ing, sheep-raising and oat-growing.  The
distriet has a splendid rainfzll and no part
of the State wonld respond better than that
distriet to railway facilities. The Yorkra-
kine railway extension is still held up. Close
on 20 years have passed since that line was
promized, and T do not know whether it will
ever be built. The Government probably
conclude that motor iransport will meet the
requirements of the Yorkrakine setflers. So
Iong as that view is maintained, the progress
of the district will be retarded.  Settlers
eannof transport their produce hy motor
at anything like the cost of railway haunlage,
and an additional disadvantage is that con-
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siderable time is occcapied by earting that
should be devoted to improving the farms.
Another important matter is the price of
meat. This question has aroused consider-
able diseussion in recent months, and my
svmpathy goes out to consumers in the high
prices being charged. It has been said that
the suppliers of meat are making a lot of
money. But that is not so. The season
has heen rtesponsible for enormous costs.
Whereas in ordinary years the stock grazed
on natural feed, this season it has cost a
great deal of monev to keep stock alive.
Perhaps I may instance my own caze. In
an ordinary season I market lambs at the
end of June. Here we are at the end of
August, and I have not had them fit to send
in vet. The worst feature of the sitmation
is the enormous cost of fodder and gramn
which the grower has to feed to his stock,
whereas they should be on natural grass.
Further, there is the great amount of rev-
enne 'ost to the State, since the fodder and
grain should have been available for trans-
portation instead of being utilised in feed-
ing stock. Thus the cost of the stock is in-
creased by hand-feeding, which most grow-
ers have had to resort to; personally I may
say that T have had a man engaged for
hand-feeding sinee March. All sueh costs
must be added to the ordinary cost of stock.
It follows that the higher prices have not
benefited growers malerially. In addition,
the losses of stock have been considerable.
The most important point, however, is the
beef position. During the last week or two
I have seen reports of an agitation on the
part of retail butchers. and of demands for
supplying the metropolitan area with frozen
meat. There is, however. no opportunity
for sending frozen meat from Wyndbham to
this market. Moreover, whilst frozen meat
may be supplied to hotels and so forth, it
cannot be advantaceously sold to the general
public. As regards the drawing of supphes
of frozen meat from Wyndham, in the first
place there is not the necessary space on the
steamers, and in the second place meat sup-
plies o the metropolitan area must be
regular—spasmodic supplies are useless.
Even if the Bingapore boais were influenced
to provide storage space for chilled meat—
frozen meat I regard as out of the question
—there is the consideration whether the
quantity of chilled meat available ai Wynd-
ham would be sufficient to divert steamers to
that port. The most important point, how-
ever, is the supply of beef. Where is our
beef supply for next summer {o come from?
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It is not even in sight. T say advisedly that
the Government should take that problem
in hand without delay. As regards bring-
ing stock from the North, the first Qiffi-
enlty is that they eould not be fattened there.
Then, as regards the overland journey, the
worst feature is the 60-Mile Desert. With a
plentiful supply of water, cattle can get
through well enough; but to traverse a bad
stretch with neither feed nor water is dizas-
trons. In one instance known to me a mob
of 460 cattle were put on the road, and the
driver reached Mingenew with 22 head. To
establish a stock route and put down wells
wonld involve foo much expenditure. At-
tempts have been made in that respect,
stations sinking wells in many places. How-
ever, the expedient proved too costly. Now
recourse has been had to the new system of
boring, whereby bores can be put down to
a depth of 400 or 500 feet fairly cheaply.
I know of a case where a boring plant
arrived at the scene of operations on Sun-
day, and started horing on Tuesday, and got
down to 450 feet in a fortnight. That sys-
tem, obvionsly, is much cheaper than sinking
wells. One may sink a well and come on
hard country or even a small salt stream,
and that is as far as the well will go. On
the other hand, a boring plant goes right
through. Bores with ecasing ecan be put
down instead of wells. A storage eapacity
of 10,600 gallons would mean that any stock
could be overlanded to Mingenew or Mnl-
lewa for southern growers to fatten. If a
stoek route from the North-West could be
opened up, it would meen the bringing down
of many eattle for early fattening here. I
do not know of any other means of over-
coming what seems to be an inevitable beef
shortage to be faced here during next year,
and I hope the Government will give the
question their earnest consideration. An
agitaiion on the suhject of meat prices is
now in progress, and justifisbly so, becanse
there is a shortage and prices are extremely
high. Undoubtedly the beef position will be
acuie next year, and will not be relieved by
bringing ehilled meat from Wyndham, be-
cause only small quantities will be available
there. Frozen meat should be put out of
consideration altogether, Tf any meat is
bronght down from Wyndham, it should he
chilled meat. Frozen meat handled as it
would be handled by the public, would seem
very poor, even though originally of good
quality. T support the motion for the adop-
tion of the Address-in-reply.



204

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[5.39]: This motion offers hon. members
generally that opportunity which the present
oceasion alone affords of voicing their
opinions on a wide range of subjects. It
must be acknowledged that the House has
had the advantage of hearing a discussion on
many sabjects of great diversity. Members
coming into the fray somewhat late are un-
doubtedly indebted to hon. members who
have preceded them for the full diseussion
which has already taken place. The magni-
tude of the requests and the variety of the
views put forward by previous speakers must
serve to open the eyes of the Government to
their shortcomings, and douktless they will
realise that the eriticisms vttered by mem-
bers here show that remedial measures should
be introduced by the Administration in cer-
tain important respeects. It is a pleasure to
see the father of the House, Sir Edward
Witenoom, returned after his severe aeei-
dent; and we hope that his presence here
signalises his restoration to complete health.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: Thank you.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: During the dis-
cussion to-day Sir Edward certainly showed
that he has lost none of his intellectual
vigour or logical power. Prior to the open-
ing of Parliament 1 saw in the Press an
announcement that it was intended Mr.
Fraser should move the motion now before
us and Mr. Williams second it. I noticed,
however, that on the important ocea-
sion of the opening of Parliament Mr.
Williams, who was to have seconded the
motion, was absent from his place, and that
another hon. member had to perform that
duty, which I am sure any member is pleased
to do for another. I regret partienlarly that
Mr. Williams should have been absent on
that oceasionr, as his presence would have
given all speakers to the motion the oppor-
tunity which no doubt they desire of extend-
ing congratulations not only to the mover but
alse to Mr. Williams as new members.
When Mr. Williams addressed the House
last Wednesday, 1 had expected that he
would at least have referred to the incident
and afforded us some little explanation, so
as to remove that sense of disappointment
which I am surs other members in addition
to myself must have felt at his absence. I
merely mention the matter; probably the
Leader of the House will he able to explain
it. I have thought it fair to eall attention to
the matter, seeing that Mr. Williams, as s
new member, had apparently everlooked——

[COUNCIL.]

The Chief Secretarv: The hon. member’s
absence was due to illness in the family.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: T am indeed sorry
to hear it. His Excellency’s Speech is
arked by a tone of distinet optimism. Tt
refers to the approach of the celebrations in
connection with the eentenary of the founda-
tion of Western Australia. There is also a
reference to the fact that the State has
reached the highest point yet recorded in
trade and commerce. We are told that the
value of the year's trade reached the reinark-
able total of £36,297,719, divided as fol-
lows:—Exports valued at £17,941,603, and
imports valued at £18,356,116, It will be
observed that the difference between our ex-
ports and our imports amounts to £414,513
on the wrong side; that is to say, our imports
were greater by that amount than our ex-
ports, which is not as one would desire to
see the position, I can merely express the
hope that our various industries will con-
tinue to progress, and that the advent of the
present finaneial year will bring with it a
balance of trade indicating that our exports
exceed our imports. If is, of course, wise
for any couniry to look at the position from
the economic standpoint and assure that the
trade balanece is on the right side of the
ledger. 1 take this opportunity to express
the thanks and appreeiation that should be
extended to members of various organisa-
tionis that bave inferested themselves in
stimulating the purchase of local produets.
1f that spirit is encouraged, we shall thereby
be able to achieve some measure of suvecess
if our people will, as far as possible, sup-
port our loeal industries. Satisfaction has
been expressed regarding the financial posi-
tion generally. In the Governor’s Speech it
is stated, “The financial position is viewed
with zatisfaction within the State and in
QGreat Britain. We are pleased to have that
assuranee, but unfortunately a later para-
graph in His Execellency’s Speech indicates
that we closed the finaneial year with a
deficit of nearly £26,500. Y do not know
that that is altogether complimentary from
the Government’s standpoint, having regard
to the pieture that has been presented re-
garding trade and production. Seeing that
our trade and production have reached such
a high peak, one would have thought means
would have been found to obviate the ereation
of a deficit. It is true that some explana-
tions have been given as {o the cause of the
deficit, but in view of all the eircumstances
it would have been much better had there
been a surplus instead of a deficit. T raise
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the qumestion of the deficif becanse hon. mem-
bers will recall that when we were dealing
with the Financial Agreement Bill last ses-
sion, the agreement itself contained certain
provisions relafing to loans raised in con-
nection with defieits. Paragraph (d) of
Section 4—that section deali with sinking
funds—of Part IT. of the Agreement reads—

In respect of any loan raised after 30th
June, 1927, by a State or by the Common-
wealth for and on behalf of a State to meet
a revenue deficit acerning after that date, no
sinking fund contribution shall be payable by
the Commonwealth, but that State shall pay
from revenue & sinking fund contribution at
a rate of not less than 4 per cenmtum per
apnum on the atmount of that loan.

There are certain other provisions regarding
the sinking funds, interest and so forth, 1t
will be observed that as a resuit of that pro-
vision, we may suffer the penalty that fol-
lows loans raised for deficits, although
1 hope that will not be s0. Shonld
we experience further deficits, it may be
necessary to raise loans to liquidate them,
and,  in view of the Financial Agreement,
we must suffer the penalty becanse of
those deficits. In the circumstances, it is
all the more important that the Government
shall see to it that deficits are avoided. It
is trne that the deficit for the last financial
year was a small one; probably the posi-
tion will be rectified as the result of the
current year’s finaneial transaetions. 1 ex-
pected to find some reference in His Ex-
cellency’s Speech to the present serious
position regarding unemployment. The
Speech, however, is strangely silent on that
point. T feel sure everyone deplores the
periodical recurrence of the unemployment
diffieulty, because I believe that the men who
have heer ont of work are, in the majoritv
of instances, anxious to secure work but
have been unable to do so. During the
recent demonstrations of the unemployed, T
took the opportunity to move abont among
those men. T am convineed that there wére
meny men genuinely desirous of seeuring
work, for I was impressed by their appear-
ance and their eviden{ disappointment at
their inability to secure employment. West-
ern Australia is not singular in this respect.
for other countries have the same problem.
In the Mother Country the distress has been
more marked than in Western Anstralia.
All the world over it is recognised that this
problem is a difficult one, but in a young
country like Western Anstralia. it should be
easy to overcome compared with the posi-
tion in older and more settled indnstrial
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countries. The Premier has aitributed the
existing position to various causes. If I
remember aright, he attributed it chiefly to
the admission of aliens, to migration and.
thirdly, to the influx of people from the
Eastern States. It will be admitied that
the problem is much wider and more far-
reaching than that, and probably it ean
hardly be properly discussed on the present
motion. The Premier, whose views were
endorsed by Mr. Williams, blamed the atti-
tude of the Federal Government in relation
to the introduction of alien migrants. It
was suggested that foreigners were allowed
to come to Australia to seemre work, thus
depriving Britishers of employment. T have
always held the opinion, shared by Mr. Wil-
liams, that the Britisher could hold his own
with men of any other race, and I hope
that will always be so. On the other hand,
we know there are certain oecupations that
are best undertaken by foreigners. While
I admit it is an extreme instance, I would
refer to the position in the early days on
the goldfields. How wonld the yesidents of
the goldfields in those days have procured
their vegetables had they not the advantage
of Chinese in their midst? While that is an
extreme instanee, it illustrates my point.
The Chinese represented a nseful seetion of
the community in those days. Now it is
stated that Italians, Jugo-Slavs and repre-
sentatives of other Euwropean nations, are
coming here and taking work as clearers.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Who did that work
before they came?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I will ecome to
that in a moment, We are told that those
foreigners have deprived the Britishers of
the opportunity to secure work that bad
formerly been available to them.

Hon, E. H. Gray: Because the foreigners
provided cheaper labour.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I do not know
anything about that from personal experi-
ence, hecause 1 have had nothing to do with
sneh operations. On the other hand, T took
the trouble to make inquiries from men who
know something about this matter. I have
heen eredibly informed that these foreigners
are not employed at a cheaper rate at all.

The Honorary Minister: T wish that was
correct.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: T am repeating
what T have been informed. Aceording to
my informants, the foreigners are not em-
ployed at a cheaper rate than would be
paid to Britishers if they undertook the
work, .
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Hon. E. H. Gray: That is not so.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: I gave the
rates this afternoon.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: They furnished
marked examples of what I have been told.

Hon. Bir Edward Wittenoom: The parti-
culars I gave were taken from the contracts
I have one of them here.

Hon, E, H. Gray: The rates for contrucet
¢learing have gone down 30 to 40 per cent.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : We should go into
this matter and see where the trouble really
lies. It is useless denouncing people; let us
get at the bottom of it, and see what is the
explanstion. We should see if what I have
said ean be verified.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: It can be veri-
fied by a number of members of this House.

Hon. J. NICHOLLSON: Quite so. Ii has
been said that where contracts have been let
to Britishers in preference to foreigners,
they bave been left incomplete, and the land
has not been ready, as it should have been
by a certain date. So in many cases the men
who undertook the contract have left aund
other men, foreigners, have had to be em-
ployed te complete the task.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: That is perfectly
true.

Hon. E. H. Gray: In sonie eases.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: There must be
some reason for this. If the members of our
own race do not eare for this work, and pre-
fer some other kind of employment, then let
us see if we can find the class of employment
they prefer. But, be he Britisher or foreigner
when he undertakes a task he should show—
and particularly does it rest with the Brit-
isher to show that he at least can do better
than men of any other nationality, and that
when he undertakes a task he sees it through.
If it be true that these Britishers leave their
Jjob incomplete, desert it, can we wonder that
the farmers, who want their land cleared in
order to put it under the plough, mnst feel
aggrieved at their own conntrymen deserting
them.

Hon. E. H. Gray: They themselves are
deserters from their own country in giving
employment to the foreigners.

Hon, E. H, Harris: The hon. member's
own Government employ the foreigners.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: Yes, and the
hon. member does mot know the true posi-
tion.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: No, if Mr. Gray
were to go around the country and make

[COUNCIL.}

investigation it would be instructive for us to
bave the benefit of the information he would
gain. If he were to make an inquiry, prob-
ably there would be such an array of evi-
dence adduced as to convinee him beyond
all doubt.

Hon. E. H. Harris: When a person enters
into a contract, is he not bound to complete
it?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: He can be pro-
ceed against for his failure, for the damage
caused by the breach, But it would avail
the employer nothing to take action against
a man for not completing his clearing con-
traet. The most effective way is to say he
will employ only those men who will eom-
plete it.

Hon. E. H, Gray: The foreigner is ex-
ploited by the farmer.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: I do not wish to
see anyoune expleited. I want to see a fair
deal given, whether to the Britisher or to
the foreigner.

Hon, E, H. Gray: The Britisher does not
get a fair deal from the farmer.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The farmer is
prepared, and has been prepared, all
through to give a fair deal to members of
his own race.

Hon. E. H, Gray: Not in the past.

The PRESIDENT : 1f the hon. member
wishes to reply to this speech, he will have
ample opportunity.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOQN : A little {ime ago
Mr. Gray interjected, “What about the men
who cleared the land before$”

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: One farmer
cleared 60 acres in 60 years!

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : He tock his time.

Hon. E. H. Gray: He must be one of
the old gropers.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: T asked a man
who has been here a good many years about
the practice in former years. He said that
in former vears there were Britishers who
undertook clearing work and carried out their
work with such thoronghness and expedi-
tion as to win for themselves a very secure
place in the community; so much so that
now, my informant tells me, he eannot get
any of that good old type of labour that
uged to clear the land so satisfactorily, be
cause the clearers of those days, as the re-
sult of their excellent work, have done so
well as to be able to take up land for them-
selves,
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Hon. E. H, Gray: That is why so many
hundreds of experienced men who want land
<annot get it now, ]

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Well, hurry up your
Government to provide land for them,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Those men were
undoubtedly experienced, because they got
their training in a very good school. Be-
fore we denounce the employment of for-
eigners, we require to sift the matter g little
more thoroughly than has been done. The
Premier suggests that the Federal Govern-
ment, who have the conirol of immigration,
shonld cease to allow these foreigners to
land here, should practically stop all alien
immigration, The result of that undoubt-
edly would be the raising of serious inter-
national questions, I think that was indi-
cated in an interview with the Prime Min-
ister, published by a newspaper a few weeks
ago.

Hon. E. H. Gray: It did not do so in the
United States when they adopted that policy.

Hon. J. Nicholson: No, they adopted the
quota system. The Prime Minister has ex-
plained that—it was referred to by Mr.
Cornell—the standard of our white popu-
lation is maintained at 98 per cent, British,

Hon. E. H. Gray: Is that in Western
Aunstralia?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: That was in a
statement by the Prime Minister, published
some time ago. That is for the whole of the
Commonwealth.

Hon. E. H. Gray: It does not apply to
Western Aunstralia.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : Take it this way:
The population of Australia is 98 per
cent. British, That is the point. It is the
intention of the Federal Government to
maintzain that standard.

Hon, J. R. Brown: I think those figures
are wrong.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Well, the hon.
mémber had better make inguiry of the
Prime Minister, or alternatively secure a
seat in the Federal House. Probably he
would then have an opportunity to test the
question there.

Hon. J. R. Brown: One need not go to
the Federal House to test it.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: Opportunity will
be afferded him there which, unfortunately,
we in this House eannot afford him,

Hon. J. R. Brown: Well, why take any
nofice of it?
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Hon, J. NICHOLSON: Because if we
have an objection to raise, we must in the
first place be sure of onr faets, If the
faet is established that the Australian popu-
lation is 98 per cent. British, I do not see
that we can possibly complain, I was re-
marking that the Premier, from his wide
knowledge—I have always regarded the Pre-
mier as holding a statesman-like view of
all these matters—must realise that inter-
national relationships might possibly be dis-
turbed if we were to seek to alter that posi-
tion and stop alien immigration entirely.
There would be grave difficulty in shutting
the door absolutely in the faces of members
of other European races.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: The Prime
Minister definitely said so.

Hon. J. R. Brown: Oh, he is an Imperialist.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Any attempt to
do anything like that might provoke a con-
flict, whiek I am sure none of us desires
to see. But, above all, the effect would be
to alienate the friendship and support of
other nations that would be of great help
to us if we in Australia should be threat-
ened by any other power. I believe in giv-
ing the greatest possible help and facilities
to members of our own race, and I believe
also in maintaining our high standard of
British population so as to retain this ter-
ritory as an undoubted British possession.
By adopting the quote system, we are
avoiding the alienation of thai friendly fecl-
ing that we desire to enltivate amongst other
nations, and at the same time probably we
should be helping to develop our own coun-
try. If Mr. Williams had an opportunity
to travel through Europe, as he may have
in the near future, he would learn something
of the grave problems that arise amongst
the various European nations, and he would
then appreciate more than ever the difficulty
in absolutely excluding other nationals from
entering the Commonwealth,

Hon, J. R. Brown: To the detriment of
Australia.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : May I point out
to the hon. member that probably he would
ereate something that would be very much
to the detriment of Australia were he able
to carry out the idea, that apparenily he
has, of absolutely excluding members of
other races.

Hon. J. R. Brown: No one is admcatmg
absolute exclusion,
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Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Then what dous
the hon. member advocate? The nainten-
ance of the quota system? ‘

Hon. J. R. Brown: They are coming in
like flies to a sugar basin,

Hon, J, NICHOLSON:
hon. member advecate?

Hon. J. B. Brown: The quota sysiem
might do, if it were fair.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: Then the hon.
member must admit that the quota fixed by
the Federal Government is fair,

What does the

Sitting suspended from 615 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: 1 gathered from
Mr. Williams’ speech that he had been work-
ing for some years in the mining centres,
amongst a large number of these foreigners,
I was more than surprised to hear him make
the disparaging remarks he did eoncerning
these people. He told us, I think in the
case of the Sons of Gwalia mine, that thers
were within recent times np to 95 per cent.
of foreign employees on that mine. That
is a big percentage. He said in other cases
that the averape of foreigners employed
in the mining industry would vary
from 20 to 25 per cent. I think, in
response (o an interjection, he stated that
these men were trade unionists,. We know
that men would not be employed on the
mines if they were not trade unionists. Pre-
sumably, therefore, these men must have
paid their subseriptions to their uniom, the
usnal membership fees. In that way they
supported the funds of the various associa-
tivns with which Mr. Williams was eon-
nected. T helieve he occupies the position
of seeretarvy or organiser of one of the
unions in the mining ecentres.

'The Honorary Minister: He did once.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : He was organiser
or secretary there. No doubl many of thes
men voted at the last elections. We see in
the public press that any number of for-
eigners have applied for natonrahsation.
When thev securs naturalisation they are
entitled to the full rights of citizenship, I
feel snre thal these men, who maust appar-
ently have supported their own organiser
and probably voted for him at the recent
election when he was returnéd, will feel dis-
anpointed at his ntterances reearding them,
These men contribute to the funds of the
union, and the least they have a right to ex-
pect of any officer of that nnion, or one who
is connected with it, is that he should have
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supported and stood up for the men who
were associated with and members of that
union.

Hon. .E., H. Gray: Those men who are
engaged in clearing are not members of a
union.

Bon. J. NICHOLSOXN : The hon. member
was speaking of the mining industry, and
the number of foreigners engaged on the
mines. 1 do not advocate that they should
be so employed. If, however, T happened
to be one of these men, subseribing to the
union funds, the least I would have expected
as a subscriber would be that the organiser
of my union would have backed up my
membership.

The Honorary Minister: Are you . not
missing the point he made?

Hon. J. NTCHOLSON : I think that was
his point. That is how it struck me.

The Honorarv Minister: These men arve
not members of the union until after they
have secured employment. His point was
that they get preference of employment.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: He was speaking
of the number of men emploved on the
mines, and was adversely criticising them.

Hon, H. A. Stephenson: He stated that
they had preference over him.

The Honorary Minister: Quite correct.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: That deals with
another point.

The Honorary Minister: The point was
that. the Ttalians were getting preferenee on
the mines, and that they had to join the
union. He eciaimed that preference should
not be ziven to foreigners, but to Britishers
when available.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Tn c¢ertain
hranches of the mining industry it may be
fonnd that these men fill positions, snch as
one associated with trucking, more effec-
tively than the Britisher, who may not care
so much for that kind of work.

The Honorary Minister: He has suggested
another reason.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: T will deal with
that later. The matter T referred to was
such ae to justify members of the union,
who might fall within the class deseribed
by Mr. Williams as foreipmers. in feeling
a preat deal of disappointment that their
organiser or secretary should have eriti-
cised them in the wav he did.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Ts it not a fact that
thev must herome members of the wmion
hefore they ean et employment?

Hon. J, NICHOTLRSON: A man cannot
get employment until he is a member of
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the union, or at zll events he cannot continne
at_his employment unless be joins the union.
.. The Honorary Minister: He becomes a
member after he gets employment.

Hon. E. H, Gray: Yes.

Hon, J. NICHOLSOXN: He could not
continue in that employment unless he was
» member of the union.

The Honorary Minister: Mr. Williams'

point was that they got preference in the
first place. Naturally when they get em-
ployment they must join the union.
* Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The faet that
they are there is evidence that they must
have given some degree of satisfaction,
otherwise they would not be ermployed.
They must have been c¢ngaged in some
work of production, apparently winning
‘wealth that wounld refleet in some way on
the finances of the country. They must
be doing some good.

Flon. W. J. Mann: There was nothing
{o foree the union to make them members.
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I presume not.

Hon. W. J. Mann: The union need not
kave taken them if it had not desired to
bave them.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON :

Hon. E. H. Harris:
them, and gets them,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : That is the point
that oceurs te me. Why do not the union-
isty turn round and say to their own auth-
oritiecs—*“Ex¢lude all foreigners from em-
ployment,” which would be in keeping with
their suggestion to the Commonwealth Qov-
ernment that they should exclude all for-
eigners from coming into the country?

Hon. E, H. Gray: Who said that?

Hon, J, NICHOLSON: Once they are
here, they are surely entitled to carry on
their avocation, and engage in suck labour
as they are capable of doing.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Once a majority is
engaged in an industry, that- majority may
want one of their own counirymen as see-
retary.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I am not aware
that any nnion has a seeretary of the same
nationality as the general bedy of mem-
bers, in the case of foreigners.

Hon. E. H. Harris: They have had that
on the Kurrawang wood line for years.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: And there are
some in Sydney.

T suppose not.
The union wants
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Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I do not know
whether Mr, Williams when giving utter-
ance to his statement—

tHon, E. H, Gray: He seemed qguite sin-
cere about it.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: He was very em-
phatic, I admit, but I do not know whether
he weighed with sufficient seriousness the
effect of what he was saying. Many auth-
orities in the world are striving for what
they call the world’s peace. I can hardly
conceive that statements snch as these are
caleulated to attain thal most desirable end.
[ took an opportunity during the week-end
to read an interesting book by & man who
has made himself somewhat noted of
late, namely, Sir Leo Chiozza Money.
He wrote a book entitled ‘‘The Peril of
the White” We all know the serious
position in which the white races of the
world are placed, as compared with the
other races. The very men who are em-
ploved on these mines, and described as
foreigners, are members of the white race.
They constitute part of that great body
of the white race. Here is what Sir Leo
Money says—

Mankind as a whole continues to grow
apace. The population of the world in 1925
is about 1,900,000,000, The composition and
distribution of this vast number of human
beings are matters of supreme importance,
which have been too mueh neglected. The
first quarter of the 20th ceniury has heen
marked by a strife amongst the white nations
which has invoived all mankind in its eon-
sequences, The races who should lead the
world in concert have done their worst to
injure each other and have succeeded only too
well, Those who remain to earry cn the work
of the world have to face fortifications of
hatreds, a world-wide exacerbation of national
feeling, an unprecedented strength of race
antagonisms, and an awakening of mingled
agpiration, unrest and distrust amongst pro-
tected and suhject nations. The world has
nearly 2,000,000,000 people, but it is far in-
deed from the ideal of possessing 2,000,000,000
consciousiy helping each other to make the
most of its limited resonrces.

It is a well-known fact that whilst there is
that large population in the world, it in-
cludes all colours, and the proportion of
whites is ecomparatively small; it is only just
over 600,000,000 out of a fotal of nearly
2,000,000,000. Surely common sense would
suggest to nearly every one of us to strive to
aid those persons who are seeking to estab-
lish a world peace, particularly amongst
members of our own race, and I think that
when an hon. memher makes utterances, as
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Mr Williams did here, they are caleulated to
destroy that which other people are trying to
build up.

The Honorary Minister: Mr. Williams
was not eriticising the foreiguer, he was criti-
cising the employer for giving preference to
the foreigner.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: If he was not
criticising the foreigner, he was at least
showing that the foreigner was mnot to be
reeeived here, and that if he came here he
was not to be allowed to live.

The Honorary Minister: Not to have pre-
ference of employment. ’
Hon. J. NICHOLSOX :
that he receives preference?

The Honorary Minister: Yes, the em-
ployers on various gold mines give prefer-
ence to foreigners over Britishers,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: What I wish to
urge is that these men who are engaged in
the work of produetion. and are transferred
to some other occupation by being displaced
from the mines, are compelled by necessity to
seek some other form of employment, and
that other form is the clearing of the
Jand. Whilst I admit I would prefer
to see men of our own race employed
in the work, and I would strive personally
always to provide employment for our own
men, all eonditions being equal, if onr own
men fail, as has been alleged—1I bave not had
any personal experience and ean only rely
on information given—we should not be
blanied for employing others to do it. It
the foreigners are engaged in clearing work
and they carry it out satisfaectorily, then
they are only doing what i3 suggested in
the Governor’s Speech. In the opening par-
agraph we find these words—

Can it be said

The magnitude of the various projects asso-
ciated with the speedy devclopment of the pri-
mary industry upon whieh progress is substan-
tially based ealls for the heartiest co-operation
of all scctions of the people.

All sections of the people, Mr, President! We
want co-operation. Are we securing co-
operation, and is Mr, Williams trying to
secure the co-operation of all sections of the
people, when he seeks to put ome class, as
it were, against another? This sentiment that
is expressed in the sentence T have just read
secms to me somewhat strangely familiar,
and it serves to recall the slogan for which
Sir James Mitchell, the present Leader
of thd Opposiion when he was in
power, was responsible—Produce, produce
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produce! In other words, the present Gov-
ernmeni have adopted tbat slogan and say
that there must be the heartiest co-operation
in the speedy development of the primary in-
dustry upon which progress is substantially
based. Thus we find that one call which was
made by the Mitchell Government is being
adopted by the present Government. I am
very pleased to see that, I come to another
point in Mr, Williams’ speech which arrested
my attention, and that was w'th regard to the
support to be given to the mining industry.
The hon. member said—'I do not favour
giving the mining industry another shilling
of assistance until such time as the mines are
worked on a systematie basis for the benefit
of the shareholders and not for the few men
who have eontrol.” I ask this question: has
the hon. member thought of the result of
this suggestion? He could not have done
80, because if he had given it serious thought.
or even reflected for a moment, he would
have realised that this might mean less work
and less employment and greater distress in
mining centres. Af the same time, it would
necessarily have been detrimental to that
industry whieh has done so muek for this
State. Another thing to which he alluded
in connection with the mining industry was
the question of diseases and the amendment
passed last year at the instance of M.
Seddon. On that occasion T took exception
to the amendment; I opposed it. I main-
tained that there was only one way to deal
with the question of these diseases and that
was to bring them all within the scope of
the Miners’ Phthisis Act, so that they could
all be treated alike. At the present time
the section whieh was introduced last year
provides that where a man is suffering
from a eertain percentage of a disease, he
can claim a pereentage of the compensation.
The curious thing about it is that where a
man is suffering from tubereulosis or min-
ers’ phthisis, he is entitled to the payment
provided under the Miners’ Phthisis Aect,
but when he happens to be an unfortunate
sufferer from silicosis, or certain other forms
of disease peculiar to the indusiry, he must
make his claim under the Workers' Compen-
sation Aet. Surely there should be uni-
formity in these matters, and those inter-
ested in the industry should strive, and I
hope the Government will assist them. to
get that uniformity so that all men suffering
from disease eaused hy working in the in-
dustry will get that measure of compensa-
tion to which they are entitled, instead of
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being given it under the other Act. I am
sorry to have to refer to so many of the
subjects mentioned by Mr. Williams, but
there is one more to which I must allude.
Mr. Willisms made a charge against the
bosses and the management of the mines.
He alleged that the reason why so many
foreigners got employment was because of
the palm oil which was put into the bosses
hands, and which secured the foreigners
their jobs. I interjected, “You accuse them
of bribery.” and Mr. Williams replied that
he did. If an hon. member of this House
wants to make a charge of that kind, the
fairest way, especially when it is against an
industry as a whole and the management of
that industry, is for him to make the charge
in the open and not within the privileged
precinets of Parliament. There are asso-
ciated with the mining industry men of the
highest character. It may be that there are
black sheep in every flock but it does not
necessarily follow, speaking generally, that
men holding positions of responsibility
should be aecused, as Mr. Williams accused
them, particularly when the words of the
member representing a mining econstituency
will go forward to many people who may
possibly believe those remarks to be
trne. The fairest way for the hon.
member to have acted would have been
to make the charge outside, or to have
applied for the appointment of a select com-
mittee or Roval Commission to investigate
the truth or otherwise of what he said, and
then depend upon the report presented.
But to make an unchallenged statement,
partienlarly when the people who are ac-
cused have no chanee of rep'ying is cruel
and unjust. There was one other reason
given by the Premier as the canse of unem-
ployment, and that was migration.

The Honorary Minister: Did the Premier
say that?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I read it in the
newspaper.

The Chief Seeretarv: I have never heard
him use that argument, nor have I seen any-
thing in print to that effeect. .

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I do not wish to
do the Premier an injustice, because T have
considerable resnect Eor him. T should
hesitate to do him the slichtest injustice.
However, if anvone believes that migration
is a cause of unemployment I would direct
his attention to a recently issued report by
the Development and Mieration Commission
on the subject of “T'nemployment and Busi-
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ness Stability in Australia.”
EByS—
In public discussions of unemployment hasty

conclusions concerning the relationghip between
migration and unemployment are frequently

The report

“expressed, e.g., that high unemployment in

Australia is caused by excessive immigration.
An examination of British emigration for the
three deendes before the war showed that emi-
gration was highest during a period of good
trade, the Jowest during a period of bad trade.
(Hobson: The Export of Capital, Ch. wviii.).
Thig feature of emigration from Great Britain
has also been referred to by other authorities.
The conclusion is reached by these authoritics
that the state of trade in the country of des-
tination is the principal determining factor,
hbut that conditions in the country of emigra-
tion are also important. Moreover, as a general
rule, periods of depression in Australia roughly
correspend  with similar conditions in Great
Britain, so that, while bad trade in Australia
tends to create unfavourable conditions for the
absorption of immigrants, depression in Great
Britain reduces the resounrces of likely emigrants
and creates an adverse psychological atmos-
plere. Ag the majority of immigrants into
Australia come from Great Britain, this would
guggest that there is not a direct conneetion
between active immigration and periods of bad
trade in Australia,

Extensive studies of the relationship be-
tween immigration and business conditions in
the United States of America have shown that
there is a strong tendency for the flow of
migrants te be influenced by the state of busi-
ness in the country of their destination
{Jerome: Unemployment and the Business
Cycle—National Bureau of Economic Research,
Ch. ). This alse would suggest that the von-
dition of trade in Awustralia would have some
cffect upon the flow of immigrants to Aus-
tralia.

If immigration were high when trade was
good, and low when trade was bad, there would
be an inverse correlation between immigration
and unemployment. To test this point, the
statistics of immigration and uwnemployment
were graphed for the period 1908 to 1928. Omn
the whole, the graph (Graph ‘“C,’’ Appendix
IV.) confirms this point of view. This is par-
ticularly noticeable during the low unemploy-
ment of 1811-12, and the high unemployment
of 1921-22. Tn order to test the matter fur-
ther, a statistical measure of the correlation
wasg attempted. The result was inconclusive,
hut it showed that any degree of correlation
that might be established between unemploy-
ment and iramigration would be inverse rather
than direct. That is to say, the tendeney
would be for high unemployment te bhe assu-
ciated with low immigration,

The above point may be illustrated hy ref-
erence to the numbers of nominations of
British assisted migrants submitted throughout
the Commanwealth. During the first quarter
of 1927, when the recorded percentage of un-
employment was 5.9, the number of nominations
was 3,242, comprising 7,952 souls, which -
cludes dependants; during the first quarter of
1928, when unemployment was recorded at 10.7
per sent., the number of nominations was 2,540,
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comprising 4,961 souls, a redvetion, in sounls,
of 37 per cent.

Tt is probable, however, that the response of

immipration to business fuetuations is some-
what delayed, and that the flow of immigration
continues at the former lovel for a time after
business conditions have commenced to recede.
To this extent, the rate of immigration might
increase the difficulties of the business depres-
gion (but dependent, us mentioned hereunder,
on the types of migranis), but there is nothing
to suggest that this immigration is the eause
of the husiness depression or of the high un-
employment.
. It is also important to note that the etterts
of migration depend upon the type of migrant
who is moving to Australia.  Migrant lana
settlers absorbed pursuant tn a land settlement
selieme should inerease rather than decrease the
seope of employment; and the immigration of
domestics, boy farm workers, and speciaily
skilled workers for new industries, will gen-
eraily have the snme cffeet. On the other hand,
a large flow of artisans and lahourers would
intensify any unemployment already existing
amongst those e¢lasses.

What seems to emerge from a consideration
of the relationship is that immigration is net
a fundamental cauvse of .unemployment, and
that the flow of migration into a country will,
to a great extent, automatically adjust itself to
th-~ economie conditions in that country.

The matier is treated fully in the report,
and is well worth studying. In relation to
industrial disputes. constituting one of the
causes of unemployment, the report says—
During 1926, 1,310,261 working days were
loat in industrial disputes, involving a loss of
wages estimated at £1,415,813, which is
equivalent to an average wage of £250 per
annum for 5,500 peopls for 12 months,

Various canses of unemployment are dealt
with, including seasonal fluciuations. That
is one of the main canses in this country be-
cause of our dependence to such a large
extent on primary production.

Tlon. H. Seddon: Do not vou think we
should aitempt to apply some of the recom-
mendations contained in that report?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I do. I shalt
not weary members hy 2oing into that phase
of the question now, hecause the report is
available for the perusal of members. No
doubt the Government will consider the mat-
ter. The report will certainly repay study.
What are the remedies for this serious posi-
tion? None of us wishes to see unempley-
ment. We wish to see evervbody happy and
prosperous. The Leader of the Opposition
in the Federal Parliament, Mr. Scullin, sug-
gests recourse to unemployment insurance.
Wel', I think that for a new and young
country such as this, with all its empty
spaces requiring to be developed and opened
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up, that is about the last thing we shouls
resort to. We have seen the effect of th
dole systom and of this method of dealing
with the difficulty in the Old Land, and :
do not think that those who have seen any
thing of that syvstem can say it has dom
good to the people of the Old Country. I
is caleulated to destroy the very qualities 11
mankind that it is eszential for us to buik
up. It would he a serious burden to thos
who are struggling to open up and develo}
this country it they had to provide for suel
a scheme,

The Honorary Minister: It is very hare
to suggest an alternative for the Old Coun
try.

Hon. J. XICHOLSON: I admit that eon
ditions in the Old -Country are not compar
able with those in Australia. We are in ¢
totally different position and for that rea
son I pray we shall not resort to something
that has been attended with such serious
result= as has unemployment insurance ir
the Old Land. The Honorary Minister ask:
what we can substitute.

The Honorary Minister: I asked wha
alternative you wounld suggest in the Ol¢
Country. I am not suggesting it shoulé
be introduced here at all

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I am glad t«
hear that; I mistook the hon. member’s in
terjection. I admit it is one of the greates
problems confronting us. Is any remeds
possible? 1f there is a remedy, let us haw
it. No one wishes to see unemployment
1t is bod for everyone. Tt creales a stati
of misery and benefits nobody. The ques
tion arises whether it is possible for us t
regulate public works. Tt might be difficul
{0 regulate production in seeondary indus
tries, but is it not pessible to regulate Gov:
ernmental works and those of local auth
orities? Could not those works be regu
lated in such a way that certain of then
would be laid down for those periods wher
unemployment in eountry districts was rife!
Such works might be eased off to a certait
extent when the workers could be trans
ferred to work on the farms, or when the
stream of workers who suffer hecause of
the fluctuations that take place year it
and year out rould be otherwise absorbed
Tt should be possible {o do something ir
that way. In England a committee was
appointed to consider this important ques
tion, “Is unemployment inevitable?”, and ¢
book was published under the signatures of
the members of the committee, namely, W
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T. Layton (Chairman}, J, J. Astor, A. L,
Bowley, Robert (irant, J. H. Jones, P. J.
Pybus, B. Seebohm Rowniree, D. Spring-
Rise, and F. D. Stuart. Those gentlemen
made suggestions of a valuable kind in con-
riection with various industries. They took
the eoal mining, iron and steel industries,
and in fact all the great industries that
mean so much to a country like England,
examined the eauses of nnemployment, and
tried to suggest solutions of the difficulty.
Amongst them, in conneetion with the manu-
facturing industries, they suggest certain
organisations where public spirited men
might come forward to do something to-
wards regulating output and purchases in
such a manner as to minimise the unemploy-
ment that takes place from time to time.
One can appreciate the extreme difficulty
of regulating such matters in the manufac-
turing indusiries; for, suppose a British
manufactorer should receive an order
say from Austrelia for a large quan-
tity of certain classes of goods, the
order has to be supplied say to meet
an urgent demand in Australia. The
manufacturer conld not very well put. it off,
because if he did so some foreign manufae-
ture would immediately seize that trade
and rob the people of the Old Land of em-
ployment. One recognizes how great and
how numerous are the diffienltics involved
in dealing with these impeortant questions.
As regards our own State, zomething might
be done to regulate publie works in confer-
ence with local authorities. With reference
to overnment work in particular. it may
be pointed out that about June, when men
bezin to be paid off in the eountry dis-
triets, is the season when the Government
nsnallv find themselves getting to the end
of their resources and stop spending. The
Government should conserve some of their
means so0 as to be able to expend them with
greater Lenefil to the community by remov-
ing from amongst us the agony suffered by
many men who desire work and eannot ob-
tain it. T know Mr. Kitson takes the keen-
est interest in these snbjects, and I have
no doubt he will see that in this direetion,
and in any other directions which may sng-
gest themselves to him, the utmost pessible
is done to minimise nnemployment. Vari-
ous speakers made reference to the main-
tenance of law and order, and the emplov-
ment of the police in connection with recent
processions and displays on the part of
the nnempioyed. The police were brought in,
and T wish, not to apologise for them, but
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to compliment them and pay them a tribute
as a body of very fine men. One
can travel the world over to find
another body of men so0 capable and exer-
cising so much restrsint, wisdom and mod-
eration in carrying out their thankless task.
The duty of maintaining law and order is
imposed upon them, and it is our duty as
citizens at least to uphold the poliee and
render them that recognition which they
deserve.  What they did during the dis-
plays to which I have referred does not re-
fleet wpon -them in any except a creditable
way. The police are entitled to onr best
thanks. Anyone who saw what took plaee
on the oceasions referred to must recognise
that had the police not been there, very
little indeed would have sufficed to bring
about a condition of disturbance whieh
would have been most regrettable. I am
quite snre that many of the unemployed
no more desired than I did to cause any
disturbance, but there were amongst them
various men who nunfortuantely were over-
come by, shall T say, enthusiasm, and whose
enthusiasm might possibly have led to
scenes that we would rather not witness,
I hope, therefore, that every citizen will do
his best to ensure that the police are given
the support which they merit. Another
matter to which reference is made in the
Governor’s Speech is land settlement gener-
ally and the opening-up of our virgin lands.
Special allusion is made to the opening up
of that large area of 8,000,000 acres east
of Sonthern Cross. That undertaking I re-
gard as an evidence of empire-building, and
I congratulate the Government on that
work, With it is neeessarily associated the
question of migration. We ean definitely
assert that the Government and the peop'e
of {Western Australia have sought to give
the heartiest welcome and the fullest assist-
ance to migrants from the Mother Country.
It is therefore to be regreited that so prom-
inent a person as Dean Inge should have
made the ntierances attributed to him.

The Honorary Minister: Hear, hear!

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Tn the cable col-
wmns of our newspapers it was announced
that he had writfen an article refleeting ser-
iously on Anstralia and its people, an article
having as one of its headlines, “No room
for Englishmen:” that i, no room in this
continent of Australia, Being a Scotsman,
T presume that Dean Inge used the word
“Englishmen” in the comprehensive sense
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of Britishers, as sometimes it is used, I had
expected fo see some emphatie contradie-
tion of the Dean’s statement by the Govern-
ment, and I therefore hesitate to speak on
fbe subject. However, I feel that Dean
Inge’s statements should not be allowed to
go uncontradicted or unchallenged. Speak-
ing from personal knowledge and experience
I assert that the statements are a gross libel
oHn a most genercus and hospitable people.

The Honorary Ministed: Unfortunately
the resolutions carried at a recent conference
lend credibility to Dean Inge’s statements.

" Hon. J. NICHOLSON: That is true.
However, if one's personal experience af-
fords guidance—as it must—in these mat-
ters, then I may relate that I came to Aus-
tralia as a young man, that I have spent
the greater part of my life here, and thai
I can testify, as I gladly do, to the unvary-
ing help and kindness extended to me
throughout my life in Australia. In place
of finding that there was no room here, I
have found ample room, and 1 have never
been denied a welcome. That is not merely
my experience, but that of thousands of
others. We want, however, as was sng-
gested in & previous speech, the right type
of migrants—migrants possessed of some
of the spirit and eourage of our hardy pion-
ecrs. _

"Hon. E. H, Gray Some farmers say they
do not exist nowadays,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I think they do.
Unfortunately, however, there are migrants
who are not trained to the work of land set-
tlement, who find that work uncongenial,
and who would prefer to be engaged in one
of the numerous secondary industries in
whiech they were employed during their
former lives, Work on the land is foreign
to them, and they do not eare for it.

Hon, E. H. Gray: Moreover, the pay is
wvery low.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: On the land, the
opportunities for & man who applies him-
self are unexcelled by those offering in other
trades. Indeed, they are far greater than
those of the man entering upon employ-
ment in some of the secondary industries.
By going into the country disfriets we ob-
tain evidence innumerable of men who,
coming here with practically nothing, were
welcomed here and assisted, and who have
- risen to positions of happiness and inde-
pendence. I sometimes try to pieture to
myself the original position of some of our
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hardy pioneers, I think of the great and
numerous obstacles they encountered, obs-
tacles which must have seemed almost insup-
erable but over which nevertheless they tri-
nmphed. In those days, almest a century
ago, the journey from the Old Land to West-
ern Australia oceupied many months. The
conditions of life on board were cerfainly
not comparable with the conditions prevail-
ing on the magnificent steamers now con-
necting uws with the Old Country.  Upon
landing here the pioneer found neither house
nor home. He had 1o raise a structure after
landing, and then he had to build his own
home. He had to provide for his own wants
and those of his family, He had fo grow
his own wheat. There were no supplies at
hand. There were no railways, no roads,
no means of communication, These pion-
eers applied themselves with industry, and
opened up this great country. For some
vears after the settlemeni of Western Aus-
tralia it was an impossibility for the pien-
eers to penetrate béyord the Darling Ranges.
Nowadays we can travel in comfort by
rail or road in a few hours over distances
that it took the pioneers weeks to traverse.
We ean do nothing else but pay our tri-
bute- of honour and respect to the men
who carved the way and blazed the track
for us. According to the published report
Dean Inge says that he made his state-
ment in order to be contradicted! It will
be admitted that that is a most extraor-
dinary attitude for a man of the standing
of Dean Inge to adopt. Surely we are
entitled to say that he should have dis-
played a greater sense of justice than he
has shown.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain:
enough.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I think so. He
has denounced and libelled the people of
Australia without making any personal in-
vestigation. Then he invites a contradie-
tion!

Hon. E. H. Gray: He must have been
reading the reports of the Primary Pro-
ducers’ conference.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Or some of the
hon. member’s interjections! The Dean’s
opinions, apparently, have been hased upon
letters received from disappointed settlers.
We may be generous enough to him, and
offer that as, perhaps, an exeuse for the
statements he has made. In every com-
munity and in every walk of life, there 13

He is old
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aslways a proportionate number of disap-
pointed people. On the other hand, do not
the successful seftlers in their thousands
thronghout Australia far outnumber the
disappointed ones. Undoubtedly they do.
If one were to form an opinion based on
the experience of the disappointed people
without inquiring into the experiences of
the suceessful settlers, then wrong conclus-
ions only could be drawn. Surely, Mr.
President, the duty rested upon so noted
a writer before committing himself to such
statements, to have paid a visit to Aus-
tralin and inquired personally into these
matters! Some of his views on certain
topics, I do not deny, may receive accept-
ance readily, but when hs makes the
statement, “No room for Englishmen,” then
this is calenlated to damage our land set-
tlement and our development, and we are
entitled indignantly to resent his attitude.
Take, for example, Dean Inge’s statement
when he said:—*While a sturdy lad is
welcome on the land, probably he will be
workless by the time he 1s 21" That is
a shoeking statement. One can find many
instances of lads who have won their way
through to a eompetency and independence.
We can also, I believe, furnish examples
of the excellent resulis achieved by lads
who have come out here under the auspices
of the Fairbridge Farm School. We con
also draw attention to the good results that
can be shown by Iads who have passed
through institniions in this or other States.
Again, we can take the Big Brother move-
ment, whiech is no mere name, but a real
live organisation, helping to build up that
ennfidence with the sons of people at Home
that Dean Inge’s remarks will serve only
to destroy. There are also other aetive
associations doing good work. Passing,
however, fromy the lads ‘to actual men
gettlers, members of Parliament and others
in public life know of men who have come
from the Old Land and by a display of
grit and determination, inherited by them
from their ancestors, have won through
and done more than well.

Hop. Sir William Lathlain:
is an example,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Yes. One may
ask what has aided them in achieving that
end ? The reply is that they possessed those
qualities of application, determination and
courage to which I have referred. Further
than that, they were backed up, and ably
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supported by a liberal land policy that en-
abled them to acquire land more cheaply
and more favourably than in any other
part of the world. In instances where those
men had little, if any, money, this facility
for acquiring land would be insufficient
were it not for the generous finaneial help
extended through the Agricultural Bank
and the Industries Assistance Board. An-
other faet I should like to mention is that
people who have c¢ome here from the
Motherland mark with appreciation the in-
tense loyalty of the Australian people. As
has been stated by the Prime Minister of
the Commonwealth (Mr. Bruce), we have
a standard of 98 per cent. British stock.
We are here at one of the remote out-
posts of Empire, trying to build up a
greater Britain and practieally on the eve
of celebrating the centenary of the foun-
dation of our State. It is at such a time
that we find our stroncture assailed by the
eruel and unjust eharges of Dean Inge! I
ask the question: Are such charges or
statements caleulated to strengthen the
bonds of Empire? To that question there
is but one answer—No! Let us at least
hope that Dean Inge will at once seek to
redress the wrong inflicted, a wrong that
we resent because of the injury fo our
national unity. I support the motion.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-Fast [8.38]:
In addressing a few remarks in support of
the motion before the House, I wish at the
oufzet to draw attention to the way in which
the Gtovernor’s Speech stresses the import-
ance of the oceasion we are approaching,
namely, the centenary of Western Australia.
In order fittingly {o ecommemorate that cen-
tenary, the Speech points out the progress
that has been made in various directions and
to the apparently satisfactory trade position.
For some time past, there has been issued
from the Premier’s office a series of monthly
publications, endeavouring to set out the
advance of the State and the wonderful
prosperity there is ahead of us. The fact
has been stressed that we have the greatest
area of cultivable wheat land in the Com-
monwealth. Into those eonditions one would
be entitled to expect that a note of discord-
ance would not be allowed to creep. As a
matter of fact, Western Australia, a month
or more ago, received an advertisement that,
I am afraid, will do more damage than all
the careful propaganda work that is issued
month by month is likety to benefit the State.
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This State has heen held up as the land of
promise, and indueements have been held oul
to seeure settlers from the Mother Country
and from other paris of the Commonwealth.
Yet we found ourselves confronted with un-
employed demonstrations that were by no
means a sndden development but disclosed
a position whieh had been growing for some
eonsiderable time past, apparently being
passed over and practically ignored. When
we remember that there is & Government in
office elected hy a party that particularly
prides itself upon being acquainted, and able
io deal with, the problems associated with
the workers, one may be entitled to draw the
inference that the present Government have
failed to carry ouf the ideals they have so
carefully advertised from time to time. In
support of that statement, we must remem-
ber the argument that has been advanced by
the Labour Parties throughout the world
that their members have specially studied
Labour problems. There is no problem that
15 so severe in its effects upon the worker as
that of unemployment. Cne would be justi-
fled in deseribing it as “the workers’ night-
mare” It demands ecaveful attention and
study, and failure to cope with i, effec-
tively, will condemn those who claim
o be the exponents of Labour's policy. One
can recall the demonstrations that took place
a few years ago when the Mitchell Govern-
ment were in power. Since that time I can-
not say that the problem has decreased. On
the contrary, I intend to give statisties to
show that the problem has rather inereased.
Though the unemployed demonstrations have
been more or léss repressed, we know that
unemployment has been a pressing problem,
angd that it has not been coped with as we
would have liked. Mr. Nicholson referred
to the report issued by the Migration and
Deveclopment Commission. I eommend that
report fo hon. members for their perusal.
The document shows the careful investiga-
tions that have been undertaken, and drives
home certain conciusions that have keen
arrived at by the International Labour Office
in their reports. Tt stresses the fact that the
unemployment difficulty is not an insnr-
mountable problem, but that it can be tackled
with a considerable amount of success if
investigated scientifically and approached by
way of proper investigation methods. We
know that mnemployment is a world problem.
In some directions it is more complex in the
old world, with its elass distinctions and
with the tremendous pressure of population.
There it conld well be regarded as insur-
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mountalile.  In the United States o
Ameriea, with its gospel of industrial effiei
ency, we find that unemployment represent
a very yrave problem, and that millions o
people are out of work there. Then agair
Russia, with its Communistic Government
also has an aecute unemployment problen
with vast numbers of people out of work
On the other hand, in facing this as a seriou
problem, we ourselves are inelined to los
sight of the fact that 100 years ago th
problem then was not so much one of anem
ployment as one of actual starvation, becaus
of the lack of food, which was not an un
common state of affairs in countries that re
garded themselves as civilised. In dealing
with the unemployment question, a good dea
has been done already, and I recommend hon
members to read the reports of the Inter
national Labour Office. They disclose wha
work has been done in different countries ir
an effort to cope with the economic cycle, anc
in those eountries where that task has beer
undertaken much relief has been obtainec
by the practice of transferring labow
from one branch of industry to another
In agrieultura) counntries the seasonal drifi
is coped with and attempts are made t¢
fill in the periods of slack employment b)
arranging a campaign of work in othe
avenues during that period. For quife a long
time in Ameriea the motor-ear industry has
laid itself out to conduet a campaign of
manufacturing during the winter months
So men who eame in from the harvest fields
found employment in the factories, sufficiend
to earry them over till the next harvest. In
Russia the problem is being approached from
quite a different standpoint and under fm
different conditions from what obtain in ouz
western eivilised countries. The organisation
in Russia is such that all industries are more
or less State-controiled. Therefore they have
available statistics, a knowledge of the trend
of affairs, and of the conditions of demand
and supply in those occupations, that have
enabled them to lay out a scheme whereby
they ean concentrate on the development of
backward industries while restraining other
industries that are more or less meetine the
existing demands. It is possible we sha'l see
them achieving suecess heeause of the facili-
ties they have available, facilities that are
nat available in our own country. We have
no similar machinery. I think the position in
our western civilised countries has heen that
what is evervbody's business is nobody’s busi-
ness. . And I am inclined to think that the
position existing in Australia is due to that
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very fact. We have no permanent organisa-
tion to study this important problem and lay
out a plan of campaign to meet it before
it arises, with a view of smoothing ount the
variations of employment which exist owing
to the seasonal nature of s0 uany industries
in Australia. To elaborate this point I should
like to refer to statistics regarding employ-
ment in Western Australia.  In 1921 the
agricultural industry employed 21,916 men
and in 1926 it employed 24,841, or an in-
crease of 2,915. In the same vears the pas-
toral industry emvloyed 7,160 and 6,476, or
a deerease of 684, In the same years the
daoirying industry employed 1,632 and 2,604
or an increase of 972.  Tn the same years for-
estry and fisheries employed 2,176 and 1,993
or a decrease of 183.  In the same years min-
iny emploved 7,084 and 5,437, or a decrease
of 1,647. TIn the same years manufacturing
employed 19,098 and 22,140. or an inerease
of 3.042.  Orchards and market gavdens
emploved 3,892 and 3,188, or a decrease of
704, Transport emplaved 8,541 and 9,928,
or an inerease of 1,387. If we examine these
figures it will be seen that the greatest in-
ereases have heen in aericulture, manufae-
turine and transport, When we recognise that
manufaeturing at any rate largely depends
Tor its markets on our internal eonsumption,
it is realised how the manufacturing indus-
tries are likely to be affected by bad seasons
or by a fall in prices. The {ransport indus.
try also is considerably affected in the de-
mand for employment by the harvest, a
small harvest naturally meaning not so much
transport as would be necessary in the event
of a zood harvesi. I have qnoted thos»
figures because it wi'l be seen from them that
the inerease of employment over a period
of five vears is comparatively small. One
may say from those figures thai the increase
of emplovment is less than the number of
persons who made up the increase of popu-
lation in any 12 months durine the past six
vears. So it will be seen that the unemploy-
ment has been steadilv growine, is ealling
for more and more attention and will in
future be still more marked, unless we plan
out how to meet it. This vear it has been
areravated by the Eastern States’ dromght
eond’tions eansing a2 volume of wnemnlov-
ment right throuech the Eastern States. Tn
consequence men were comnelled to leave
their nwn States and go to other parts of
Anstralia for emnlovment. Becanse West-
ern Australia had such a gond name, quite
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3 pumber of them came here to look for
work, What oceurred in the Eastern States
last year may oceur in the future through
a fall of prices in the agrieultural industry.
We might find ourselves in the position that
otenrred in Anustralin 30 years ago when
there was a glut in agricultural produoets,
but owing to the prices being so low, it was
abmost impossible to market them. There is
however, one point we onght to re
cognise, namely, that a country that
concentrates on agricultural development
really provides a comparatively slow pro-
cess of absorbing population. The quickest
inerease of population ean be met by min-
ing development, and a rapid inerease ean
also he obtained hy industrial development.
Beranse in the past we have concentrated
on agriculiural development, we must es-
peet that we shall be able to absorb per-
manently a comparativelv small number
of people unless hand in band with that
agrienltural development there ocenrs indus-
trial development and, if  possible, mining
development., It should be evident that the
recomnendations in that report 1 have
quoted ought to he applied to Western Aus-
tralin. There i great need for a permanent
committee heing appointed in Western Aus-
lralia; in faet this House might do much
worse than appoint a select committee to
make a preliminary inquiry into unemploy-
ment in this State. That committee could
provide such data for the Government as
would enable them to meet the position from
year to year as it arose. Another point
that needs to be stressed is in regard to the
employment of youths, This is & very press.
ing problem. If there is one place where we
should tackle unemployment, it is at ite
source, in order to devise a scheme under
which the youth of the country can be
drafted into cceupations and to ensure that
they shall get jobs when thev leave school.
Let me quote these figures from the Educa-
tion Department’s report: Tn 1926 there
were in our sehools scholars between six and
14 years of age as follows:—In the primary
schools 24431 hoys and 22,517 girls: in the
high schools 92 bovs and 81 girls: in the
private sehools 3877 boys and 4,865 girls:
totals in each case 28,200 boys and 27,263
girls. Tf we take the average of that num-
ber, roughly there will he relensed from our
schools every year 3,100 boys and 3,000 eirls.
We can teckon on that number of voung
people who have to be placed in industries
At the other end of the scale we find there
are something like 3,300 deaths per annum
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So the margin between the two sets of
Bgures is about 3,000. That is to say, if we
replace those who die we still have a mar-
gin of 3,000 each year to provide for in
employment. The most promising avenue
of dealing with unemployment and ensuring
our young people getting a chance is to
apply some method of vocational guidance
and then to endeavour to elaborate some
scheme whereby there shall be brought about
a collaboration between the emplover and
the school departments which have the
promising young people coming on for work,
If some such scheme could be inaugurated,
it would be to the benefit of Australia as a
whole and of the young people who have had
the ndvantage of ounr splendid educational
system, I suggest that is an avenue of in-
vestigation that could well be referred to
a permanent committee. I am sure the re-
sult of their labours would be entirely to
the advantage of Western Australia. No
doubt there is considerable scope for en-
largement in regard te the young people
that eould be worked into our industries,
Hon., Sir William Lathlain: The econdi-
tions are too stringent.
Hon. H. SEDDON:
opinion is changing. Whereas conditions
in the past were such as to induee the
tradesman in his own protection to lay
down a certain ratio between apprentices
and journeymen, it is now being recognised
that in a country like this voung people
should be given every opportunity to ad-
vance. If the apprenticeship system is
handled in a eareful manner, the danger to
a journeyman is minimised, and the trades-
men themselves are only too willing to wel-
come any one who will introduce a system
whereby voung men, frequently their own
children, can be apprenticed. Take an illus-
tration that eame under my notice last Janu-
arv. T had a case where there was trouble
in a certain district. With the secretary of
the Engineers’ Union, T interviewed the em-
ployer. T found that exception had been
taken to a young man, not a tradesman,
who was emploved at the works. As a re-
sult of my talking the matter over with the
employer and the men, the men suggested
that they preferred to see a youth taken
on a5 an apprentice rather than allow the
young labourer to undertake a tradesman’s
work. The thing was finally settled by the
employver agreeing to take on an apprentice,
and the men undertaking to see that the
apprentice should be properlv trained and
turned ont as a first-class tradesman. T have

Yes, but public
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since had reports and I find the experiment
is going on quite well, It appears to me
that if we in Western Ausiralia are
going to advanece as we should do, and
adopt up to date methods in manufactor-
ing, it can only be done by training our
young people in those methods and giv-
ing them every chance of suceeeding.
This aspect of unemployment should com-
mend itself to every section of the com-
munity, With regard to the immediate pres-
sure of unemployment, I should like to ask
the Leader of the Honse whether the suhb-
ject of long service leave which obtains in
the public service has been exploited with a
view to sending the men on leave, and by
the simple method of promotion making
temporary vacancies in the lower scale of
employment in order to absorb some of
those who are out of work. It is known
that a eertain mmmber of men are to he
sent on long service leave every year. It
appears to me that if it is arranged for
fong service leave to take place at a time
when the work is lightest it will lead to the
absorption of some, at least, of the unem-
ployed. Then there, is the question of the
railway regrading, much of which work will
requirve to be done. When if is done, it will
be of advantaze to the eflicient working of
the service. This work could be sebeduled
for the slack season.  Then there is the
question of railway ro'ling stock. We know
there is a shortage in that direction. It ap-
pears to me that it eould be so arranged
that a winter campaign could be instituted
to bring sll the trueks that require to be re-
paired into the shops and get a strong force
to deal with them. This, too, would mean
absorbing a number of unemployed, and it
would alse mean providing safficient rolling
stock to handle the harvest, and thus carry
out that part of the work in a more efficient
manner than is done at present. It may be
that these suggestions have already been con-
sidered by the Government, but I eommend
them to Cabinet in case they have not been
fully developed. The whole problem of un-
employment can be handled if it is taken in
hand scientifically, adequate data obtained
and proper recommendations and investiga-
tions made. The Disabilities Commission
laid stress upon that point. They re-
ferred to the need for organisations in every
State to 2o into the question of unemploy-
ment, and see whether seasonal work eonld
not be introdured. and data, which are at
present not available, obtained. In the
meantime this State has had & most unfor-
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tunate advertisement. It is one that will
bave rather a bad effect, unless we try im-
mediately to dispel it by introducing such
a state of affairs as should exist in a new
country like this. There is no doubt that
with the amount of development work that
is awaliting attention here there should never
be an unemployment problem. 1f things
were properly planned out we should be
eontinually looking for sufficient supplies of
men to carry out the necessary work. I am
awuare that finanee is required to de this.
Iu another p'ace the Premier complained of
or bewailed the bad bargain he had meade
when he reduced taxation by applying the
Federal grants to the relief of taxation.
He said he had made a bad deal by utilising
the money in this dirveetion.

Hon. Sir William Laihlzin: He did not
use it all.

Ilon. H. SEDDON: The second and third
grants were the sums to which he referred.
There must be a tremendous economic
waste in Western Australia due fo the hand-
ling of the unemployed problem. Possibly
the application of this money as a nuelens
for an unemployment fund, and working
out p'ans in the Public Works and other de-
partments for carrying on a winter cam-
paign of work, would be of great benefit to
Western Aunstralia, and would relieve the
finances of the State by reason of the Stale
not being obliged to contribute relief in the
ordinary way. There is one other aspect
which we ecannot help recognising when
dealing with unemplovment.  The trade
statisties quoted in the Speech show that our
imporis last year were about 1815 mil-
lions. When we realise that amongst these
commodities imported are many that could
be produced in Western Australia we see an
avenue for employment that eould well be
developed and exploited. There is a cam-
paign that could well be imaugurated of
“preference to Western Australian goods.”
‘We should make that the slogan throughont
Western Australia. The demand that would
arise would be such as to induce the people
to cater for the market now supplied from
overseas. These are means by which the
unemployment problem can be suceessfully
attacked. T am sure that steady and sus-
taiped work woumld result in minimising
unemployment during the slack season, and
prohably mean advancing the interests of
Western Aunstralia to a tremendous extent.
I wish now to refer to the question of the
Fremantle harbour extension. There has
been a considerable amount of comment
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on this subjeet. The Premier very justly
said that we have two engineers of high
standing who are in disagreement; how
then can Jaymen decide? One of the ques-
tions which arose was whether the exten-
ston of the harbour up river would bring up
the water level in the higher reaches of the
river, and the secare was roised that this
would probably mean blocking back the
water, with consequent damnge to proper-
ties in the vieinity of Perth, Mr. Stewart
who is now in Vietoria spoke on the matter
to my colleague and myself, and said he
would make inquiries while in the Eastern
States as to what technical advice was avail-
able that could lie used as a kind of umpire
decision or buffer betwen the contentions of
Mr. Stileman nnd Sir George Buchanan,

Hon. J. Ewing: Would not the Premier
do that?

Hon. H. SEDDON: Yes. The suggestion
was made by Mr. Stewart that he might
assist in meeting the situation which has
&risen,

Hon. J. Ewing: The
could not get a man.

Hon, H. SEDDON: Mr., Stewart tele-
graphed 'from Victoria as follows:—

Premier said he

Smith leading hydraulic engineer, president
Institute Engineers’, Australia, could determine
mathematically between Stileman and Buch-
unan statements re flood level. Smith estab-
lished reputation with United States Institute
and their gold medallist for equally difficult
caleulations. States spent 100,000 dollars test-
ing experimentally his conclusions, which were
proved correct. Utilige.

Hon. J. Ewing: Could he get the Premier
to agree to that?

Hon. H. SEDDON: The suggestion is
worthy of the consideration of the Clovern-
ment, in the way of settling this aspeet of
the Fremantle Harbour extensions and deal-
ing possibly with any detrimental effects
that might acerue. Ceriain statements were
made by Mr. Williams when dealing with
miners’ phthisis. He referred to the amend-
ment passed by this House [ast session. I
am satisfied that this amendment has done
a great deal of good in preventing the
evasion of ecompensation to certain men who
ware not receiving it. I interjected that one
man, whose case I have quoted in the House
before, had not received compensation, Other
cases have also been dealt with, In order
to make sure of my position, I got from the
secretary of the State (Government Insur-
ance Office in Kalgoorlie a statement show-
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ing the number of cases dealt with since
this amendment came into operation, He
gave me the following reply, dated 20th
August, 1928—

Dear 8ir, Following upon your visit to this
office on Saturday, I have to advise since lst
January last 14 claims have been lodged under
the Third Schedule. These are accounted for
as under:—Liability accepted (including pos-
thumous elaim by widew) five, refused three,
voluntarily withdrawn two, not yet finalised
four. In no instance, however, has a percent-
age basis been applied, and where liability has
been accepted, the maximum amount payable
under the Aet has been admitted. The fore-
going represents claims known to this office.
T&ere may be possibly a few dealt with by head
olfice,

It appears to me that the position hag been
so far cleared up by thai amendment that
the cases are now being dealt with. Dis-
eases such as weakness of the heart or other
bodily troubles are evidently not now being
made an exense for evading payment under
the Workers’ Compensation Act. Since the
House met there has been laid on the Table
a report by Dr. Nelson. 1 should like mem-
bers to read it. It is the result of investi-
gations by the doctor in the year 1923-26.
He draws certain very important conclu-
sions which cught to be brought under the
notice of the House, He shows that it is
possible to classify these men distinetly into
six classes. The result of his investigations
shows that a certain number of men can be
elassified as normal, and are just as healthy
as many men in other occupations. There
are also men who are in a state where they
have been neglected and it would he impos-
sible to distinguish the extent to which they
have been affected by dust until a certain
time had elapsed., Then there are two other
classes.

Hon. J. Cornell: As soon as dust affects
a man, he ought not to remain in the in-
dustry.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Hon. members will
find certain diagrams which show that as
soon as silicosis sets in, there is a definite
change in the appearance of the radiograph
showing how a man's lungs are affected. In
silicosis, the radiograph shows that there is
a mottled appearance indicating the effect
of the early stages of dust on the lungs.
Then there is the nex{ stage of definite sili-
cosis in which this becomes more marked,
and in which a man is seriously affected in
his capaeity to rwork. Then there are two
other divisions: silicosis complicated by tub-
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erculogis, and pure (uberculosis. This
shows that the doctor has been alle
to classify the men into six definite

classes without any trouble, four of which
are entitled to compensation. We have
endeavoured to deal with this important
problem by two Acts, There is the Miners’
Phthisis Aet, which deals with men who
are suffering from tubereulosis, and the
Workers Compensation Aet which deals
with men who are dusted. 1 agree with
Mr. Nicholson’s contention that the only
effective way of dealing with the men is
to bring them all under the scope of the
Miners Phthisis Aet, to elassify them
under the four distinet elasses for which
compensation can be paid, and fo group
the compensation according to the degree
to which a man is affected, that is to say,
bring into operation a scheme practicaily
on the same lines as that which obtains in
South Africa. Until that is done we shall
continually have this frietion and these
anomalies arisily from the interpretation
of clause 7 of the Workers Compensation
Aet. That Act has heen left so wide that
there is room for a considerable amount
of dispute between the claimants on the
one hand and the insurance department on
the other. There is also a diffieulty with
regard to the working of the Miners’
Phthizis Act and the Workers’ Compensa-
tion Act, namely that it does not apply
to or provide for the prospector. If there
is anyone to whom this country owes a
debt of gratitude it is the man who has
given his life to searching for and open-
ing up the gold deposits of Western Aus-
tralia. I know of at least two cases of
men who have been so badly dusted that
had they been working for wages they
would have been able to claim full compen-
sation, but were unable to get it becaunse
they had been engaged in prospecting
and could not c¢laim relief under the
Workers’ Compensation Aet,

Hon. E. H. Harris: There are numerous
cases, but because th: men have worked
for themselves instead of an employer they
have not been able to get compensation.

Hon. H. SEDDON: That is so. This is
an anomaly that should receive nrgent at-
tention. In view of the unsatisfactory
nature of existing legislation the-time is
ripe when we should consolidate the law
on the point, have one meagure providing
for the three different grades of eompen-
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sation, induce men to leave the industry
before they are severely and permanently
affected, und bring under the scope of the
Act those men who have done so much to
develop the resources of Western Australia.
There is another matter on which I would
like to say a few words. It relates to the
Kalgoorlie School of Mines, I do not know
just exactly how it came aboui, but Mr.
Nangle was induced to make reference in
the course of his report to the Kalpoorlie
School of Mines. I understand this gentle-
man was brought over to inquire more par-
ticularly into the guestion of technieal edu-
cation. We must recognise that the work
of the Kalgoorlie School of Mines is quite
of a different category from that of ordin-
ary teehnical edueation. We can define
teehnical education as education for the pur-
pose of enabling apprentices to become
better tradesmen and to assist in teaching
them their trades, The status of the man
who passes through the School of Mines is
above that category, because the man who
has the diploma of the School of Mines is
able to take up the duties of a manager or
any executive post rather than the work
of a tradesman. Incidentally, too, we must
recognise the work done by the school in
the way of investigation. Anyone who has
read the Mines Department report will
recognise the valuable work done by the
staff of the school in the laboratory pro-
vided there. Ineidentally also I would com-
mend to the Government the question of
extending the scope of that laboratory by
providing electrical equipment. There are
many problems now and many proeesses in
connection with the treatment of refractory
ores which necessitate the use of electro
metallurgy. The adoption of this method
in Canada has met with success in the ex-
traction of metals from ores by means of
electrolysis. Then we have the question of
electric smelting. There is a Iot of data
which could be worked out by the School of
Mines staff and the work done by the chemi-
cal department should be extended by utilis-
ing the services of the electrical staff. The
cost of the equipment would not be great,
and a series of electrical investigations by
ihe technical staff of the School of Mines
wonld open out new avenues in dealing with
sre problems and probably indicate success-
fully & method by which costs might be re-
luced. No donbt hon. members noticed a
etter in the Press recently from Mr. Whit-
ield, a visiting director of one of the Kal-
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goorlie mines, While Mr. Whitfield was in
Kalgoorlie he carried out a considerable
amount of inguiry work and he went away
with very correct ideas of the state of
affairs genernlly, One of his suggestions
whieh should commend itself to the Gow-
ernment is that of preventing mine officials
from securing tributes on the company’s
leases. 1 think it is recognised that is not a
wise praciice to allow to exist, and I hope
the Government will take the matter into
consideration with a view to remedying it.
There is also another question raised and
that is the application of the flotation treat-
ment to Kalgoorlte ores. The laboratory
experiments hava been successful, and
speaking to men who have carried out these
experiments apart from the laberatory, 1
nnderstand there is cevery possibility of
Hotation heing suecessfully applied to Kal-
eoorlie mining. It is very effective in the
way of reducing costs. Mr. Whitfield pro-
posed that the Government should consider
the question of running a fotation pilot
plant to deal with Kalgoorlie ore and I
anderstand he himself is prepared to enter
into eo-operation with the Government on
those lines. T would like to hear what the
Government think of the proposal becanse
it opens up the guestion of the reduction of
costs, and will bring about the commercial
exploitation of ore now left in the mines.
Another question that should receive eon-
sideration is that of the holding of leases
by eonvicted gold thieves. Although a man
may be convicted of stealing gold, it is
possible for that man to hold a lease, and
it is found very diffieult indeed, owing to
existing conditions, to keep track of that
man’s work. A suggestion has been made
that possibly the department may exercise
their anthority in this respect and prevent
any man who has been convieted of gold
thieving from holding a lease and so take
away from him an avenue whereby he can
continne his operations. No doubt a con-
siderable amount of assistance has been given
to the prospector in the way of the
geological examination of new fields.
Unfortunately too frequently the re-
norts that have been prepared have not
been made available until a considerable
time after the fleld has been opened
up. Tt has been pointed out that if we had
a residont gen'ngict on a new field. a geolo-
gist who eould eamp there and move sbout
amonest the men. and follow the work that
was heinz carried out, it would be possible
to give the prosnectors considerable infor-
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mation and thus assist them in the way of
searching for and developing ore bodies.
Only too frequently men have been unsuc~
cessful and have left the fied without its
having been properly prospected. In such
cases geological advice on the spot might
have been the means of disclosing ore bodies
never opened up. There is another matter
which deserves the attention of the Govern-
ment. There is not the slightest doubt that
a considerable amount of capital is being
brought into the State in the hope of in-
vesting it in the development of our indns-
tries. It is most remarkable that Western
Austrelia, which is so much in need of thiz
class of money, imposes stamp duties that
are much higher than those in myy other
State. In support of this statement I would
like to quote a letter given to me by a
prominent husiness man in Perth, The
letter points ount the effect of the stamp
duties in the way of driving business from
this State to the Eastern States. The stamp
duty charged on bhanking and trading com-
panies’ share transfers is as follows: Western
Australia, £1 per cent. ad valorem; Victoria,
nil; South Anustralia, sinee 1lst of January,
1928, nil—prior to that date, 5 per cent. ad
valorem; New South Wales, 7s. 6d. per
cent. ad valorem; Queensland, 5s. per cent.
ad valorem. The letter sets out—

Western Australia: As above mentioned the
stamp duty on banking and trading conecerns
share transfers is charged at the rate of £1
per cent. ad valorem, which is the highest rate
charged in the Commonwealth, It is the opin-
ion that this high eharge prevents business in
Western Australian eoncerns, or in concerna with
& Western Australian register. I would like
to mention that many of my clieats have re-
frained from investing in Bank of New Houth
Wales shares on the local register for the rea-
gon that if purchased they would requira to
pay to the loenl stamp duty office 10s. per share
for the stamp duty, which is equal to a loss of
one quarter’s dividend. Tt pays them to pur-
chase these shares in this bank on the Mel-
bourne market where the stamp duty is nil
This is one great reason why there ate no trans-
actions on the Perth Stock Exchange in Bank
of New South Wales shares. I have also at
various times recommended my clients to pur-
chase West Australian newspaper ordinary
shares, but business ai times has not eventu-
ated as my clients objected to paying in addi-
tion to the market price of the shares, a sum
of nearly 6d. per share to the local stamp duty
office. At the present rate of dividend paid by
the newspaper eompany, this extra charge
would mean three monthe’ dividend,

Victoria: The Melbourne Exchange is prob-
ably the largest exchange in the Commonweaith
for banking and trading eoncerus which is due,
very largely at any rate, to the fact that in-
vestors are not called upon to pay any stamp
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duty on the transfers of shares in Vietoria. A
the opening meeting on January 5th last, th
Chairman of the Melbourne Stock Exchange i1
addressing the members, drew attention to th
matter of stamp duty on share transfers, an
hig remarks are as follows:—

‘‘ After our adjournment for the Christ
mas vaeation, our State Govermment intro
duced a Bill to provide for payment of stamy
duty in respect of certain tramsactions re
lating to stocks and shares. This Bill wa
passed in an amended form by the Assembly

* but rejected hy the Couneil. I vpnderstan:
the whole estimated revenue from this Bil
wag to be £20,000 for the neXt year, and I &
not think, if the Government realised th
amount pf inconvenience, expenses and cur
tailment of buginess that would have octurre
had the Bill become law, that they would haw
introdueed it in the form in which they did
These are days when much public money i
wanted in our industries, and the way t
obtain this is to have the freest marke
possible, unfettered by irritations, the smal
amount of revenue from which 1a of litth
importance to our Government,’’

South Australia: The Stock Exchange o
Adelaide raised the question of stamp duty t
the local authorities, and coming on top o
the Viclorian State Government rejection o
stamp duties, had the effect of ending thi
charge in South Australia, and since this dau
very much larger business in banking ani
trading concerns has resulted on the Adelaid
Stoek Exchange. No alteration has Leen mad
in New South Wales and in Queensland, but i
will be seen from the above that the charge:
in those States are very much below the stam
duty charged in Western Australia. I wouli
like to mention that the stamp duty on minfng
transactions in Western Australia is a nomina
fee of 1d. duty per transfer, and this charg
is not ad valorem, and consequently if one mai
sells to another, ¢ven if the consideration wen
a million pounds he would only be called upo
to pay 14. duty stamp. It seems to me tha
this shows clearly that years ago it was th
intention of the powers that be, to offer mo re
sistance for large sums of money to be ex
pended on mining concerns in Western Aus
tralia, and if such is the case, surely Wester
Australia would hencfit very considerably b:
having her market unfettered by these irri
tations. I trust your Chamber will be entirel;
successful in its endcavour to have these charge
either lowered very considerably or deleted alto
gether,

There is no duty so far as mining stoel
is concerned; the duty applies solely t
investment stocks. Rea'ising the need fo
investment of capital in Western Australia
industries, I commend to the Governmen
the question of affording relief to investor
in Weslern Australian industries in th
direction T have indicated. I would like t
say that I welcome the fact that the Gov
ernment propose to introduce legislation fo
the finaneing of our hospitals and hope tha
legislation will take the form of a genera
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tax. There is no doubt that the Bill intro-
duced by the Mitchell Government in its
original form was the most equitable pro-
posed. When we realise the fact that many
of our nurses work excessive hours, and that
many of our hospitals are in urgent need of
equipment, particolarly in the way of up-
to-date equipment, I feel sure that if it is
intended to impose a tax on salaries and
wages, every section will bear its fair share
in the way of supporting the hospitals and
the measure will meet with general approval.
I support the motion for the adoption of
the Address-in-reply.

HON. C. H. WITTENOOM (South-East)
[9.28]: At this late hour of the sitfing
1 do not propose to take up much of the
time of the House, especially as almost
every subject has heen discussed, and if I
gspeak at any length it will not be pos-
sible for me to avoid repetition. I would
like to take this opportunity to thank hon.
members for their kind congratulatory re-
marks to the new members. I asgure those
raembers that their generous references
were mueh appreeiated by us and certainly
helped to make the first few days of our
Parliamentary life much easier. I agree with
the remarks of Mr., Mann who said the other
day that it was particularly pleasing to sif in
the calm atmosphere of this Chamber. I appre-
ciate this also very much after my strenuous
campaign, an experience which, 1 snppose,
was no different from that of other new
members. It is very satisfactory to know
that one can sit here and that, after he
has spoken he can resume his seat know-
ing that he will not be bombarded with
questions, reasonable and unreasonable, that
are hurled at a candidate when he is
eontesting oan election. I must confess
that when I began my candidature I was
surprised at the appalling condition of the
Council rolls. I refer more partienlarly to
those of the South-East Province. In spite
of very hard work carried out by the
Chief Electoral Officer and his staff, T
found that less than 65 per cent. of the
eligible electors were on the rolls. After
that the Chief Electoral Officer sent around
enrolment cards to everyone whose name
was not on the roll. A great deal of work
was done by the secretaries of the road
boards and town clerks of municipalities, but
in spite of that, when the time arrived for
the rolls to close, though better, the position
was still very bad. After the rolls were
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closed my opponent (Mr. Burvill) and our
respective supporters worked very hard to
get the voters to go to the poll, but we
sueceeded in persuading only a little over
48 per cent. of the persons enrolled to
vote. At the time I attributed that to the
fact that Mr. Burvill and myself belonged
to the same party and that that probably
robbed the election of a good deal of in-
terest. But on pernsing the electoral stai-
istics, I found that with one or two ex-
ceptions, all the percentages were very bad.
In one instanee it was as low as 38 per
cent,

Hon. E. H. Harris: You want to go to
the goldfields for a high percentage. i
was 84,

Hon, C. H. WITTENQOOM: Yes. I have
given a good deal of consideration to the
yuestions of compulsory enrolment and
compulsory voting, and I am quite satisfied
that compulsory voting is ont of the gnes-
tion on account of the size of the provinces
and the cost that would be entailed by the
many polling plates necessary under such
a system. I still contend it is feasible
to have compulsory enrclment and that
that would save the country thousands of
pounds. There is a lot of work in the
Chief Electoral Officer’s Department, and
a large amonnt of money is necessary to
enrol electors. If we had compulsory en-
rolment a large amount of money would
be saved. Should a measure providing for
compulsory enrolment be introduced, I
shall be one of its supporters. During the
last two or three weeks I have been given
quite a lot of good advice, which I have
appreciated, and it has certainly helped me
a great deal. One piece of advice was that
if T spoke on the Address-in-reply debats,
1 chould keep away from home. Still, I
wish to speak of Albany harbour, which
is my home port.

Hon. E. H. Harris: I think we have
heard of it before.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM : I consider that
Albany is so important to the development
of the eountry that I am fully justified in
referring to if, although it is my home port.
For a long time Albany has been endeav-
ouring to get a harbour hoard, and the time
has come when the Government should give
consideration to the people’s wishes. The
Chamber of Commerce appointed a commit-
tee to inguire into the trade of the port
and determine whether there was suffiejent
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trade fo support a harbour board. The com-
mittee in its report showed that if the cap-
ital value of the harbour property, the jet-
ties, etc., were put at a reasonable figure,
there was sufficient trade to pay interest and
sinking fund and jeave somecthing over for
repairs and additions. It is not necessary
for me to enumerate the many advantages
of that harbour—its unique position on one
of the most famons ocean routes of the
world, its proximity te timber forests, wheat
land and fruit lend, and its safe anchorage
for the largest vessels that trade to Aus-
tralia, In the inner harbour, the Princess
Royal Harbour, ships drawing 32 and 33
feet of water ean lie with safety., What
I wish to emphasise partienjarly is that
Albany already exists as a harbour. 1t does
not require an expenditure of millions of
pounds or the provision of huge hreakwaters
to make it a harbour, If is already a har-
bour. If four steamers called at Albany
simultanegusly, they could lie at the dif-
ferent berths at the two jetties, one of whieh
is deep enough for a vessel drawing 32 fect
of water. All that the Albany harbour re-
quires is a few additional railway facilities.
During the wheat season a fair number of
ships called at Albany, one very large one
baving loaded 10,500 tons of whear. Tius
was the second largest shipment ever made
in a single vessel from Western Australia.
She was going (o tuke 10,750 tons, which
would have been the largest, but I understand
the engineer made some mistake in put-
ting water into the fanks or net being able
to get it out, and so she left with 10,500
tons. The reason I refer to that vessel
is that before she left, the e¢aptain com-
mended the agents on the splendid despatch
bkis ship had received. He went further,
and gave the lumpers n certifieate, which
they bave in their clubroom, 1o the effect
that he had never received better despatel
or been treated better anywhere. There had
been no going slow or other sins of which
lzmpers are accused, and he was treated in
a monner that gave every satisfaetion and
that redounded to the credit of the barbonr.
Consequently it will be realised thst the har-
hour is able to accommodate shipping and
does not require moch expenditure. To make
it a first-class port, certain improvements to
the wharves are necessary and greater rail-
way facilities are required. In my opinion it
would be befter to use that harbour than
to spend millions on gome other harbour,
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Only last week the Premier remarked that
rather than spend a lot of money on luxur-
ious bridges be would huve it spenf to open
up ihe country and inerease the productinn
of wealth. He also said he wounld prefer
that any large expenditure ou  harbour:
should be postponed for the present
I hope the Premier will stand tc
that opinion and use a natural har
bour like that at Albany and give
it improved railway and other facilities.
There is no reason why Albany, withou!
great expenditure, should not he connected
with portion of the 3,500 farms scheme
about to he opened up. Already there bhave
heen references to the new harbour at Fre.
mantle, regarding which I feel considerable
uneasiness, I know nothing of the bujlding
of harhours, wharves or bridges, but T know
two schemes have been proposed. Beforc
either scheme is adopted an expert apart
{rom Mr, Stileman or Sir George Buehanan
should be consulted. Certain soundings
have been made in the river leading us fa
believe that the Stileman scheme will pro-
bably be submitted for the approval of Par-
liament this session. We are told that a
new bridge is to be bnilt at a cost of
£1,000,000 and that it will be situated only
1,000 feet above the present bridges. That
means that once the bridge is built, any
further extension upstream will he impos.
gible. It will enable a few more berths
and a more commodious harbour to be
provided, buft in 15 years the harbour
will be ineapahle of calering for the ship-
ping and another barbour will have to be
constructed outside. We are frequently asked
why shipping should not be taken as far as
that suitable stretch of water, Blackwall
Reach. One member tu-night has referred
to the question of the Perth water rising,
and that iz the reason given for not con-
strueting the bridge farther upstream. W
are told that, on the vceasions of extremely
low barometrie pressure or big storms at
sea, the low-lyinz portions of Perth will be
flooded. When T was a boy, in the stream
where the Fremantle shipping now herths
was a rocky shallow har. That was blown
up and that stretch of water was dredged
to 36 feet, while there is now talk of dreds-
ing it to 40 feet. No question of the low-
tying portions of Perth being flooded was
raised at that time. The water has heen
deepened to a depth of 36 feet and still the
foreshore of Perth has not heen flooded.
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But suppose the water does go to Perth,
the Stileman report speaks of a maximum
rise of only 12 inches, and surely it would
be cheaper to build the foreshore up a few
inches than to spend all the millions sug-
gested on an outer harbour.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. C. H. WITTENQOOM: 1t used to
be the fear of the people of ‘Fremantle that
the shipping would be faken up the river
and berthed in Perth. We know that the
Perth people do not want the shipping and
never will want it. They do not want
coastal ships and oil ships on their beau-
tiful Melville Water and Perth Water. I
am of opinion, however, that wmore of
the Swan River should be used for a
harbour than the Stileman scheme suggests.
When the inside harbour will no longer
cater for shipping, an onter harbour is to
be built in the Indian Qcean, That will
be a gigantic engineering feat-—a world
seheme, [ believe this is proposed against
the advice of the Harbour Trust, the pilots,
the shipping people, and a man who has
made his name famous the world over as
a harbour engineer, and has been granted a
knighthood by His Majesty the Kine, ap-
parently for his ability. [ do not wish 1o
criticise either engineer because I do not
know anything about harbour econmstruction,
but a good deal seems to depend on the ques-
tion whether the inner harbour scheme will
cause the low-lying portions of Perth to be
flooded or not. We have heard of a tele-
gram from Mr. Stewart to the effect that
there is an expert in the East. I think we
need more than that. We should get the
best man possible from abroad, and I be-
lieve the best men to deal with such ques-
tions are the Dutch. If that is so, an expert
from that country should be obtained before
we finally decide whether we shall adopt the
Stileman scheme or the inner harbour scheme.
So far as we know, the river scheme is going
to save a good deal of money: and we want
to save that money. We want more money
to spend on other ports and on railways.
Moreover, we want decentralisation: a
point that is supported by the statements
of the Government. We do not want to
see all the public money spent at Fre-
mantle. Apparently out of the migration
money a railway is to be built from
Southern Cross through the I{slgarin coun-
try to Lake Grace. T shall always be a sup-
porter of that. Tt is one of the railways the
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Government should build. No people are
more deserving of a railway than the people
at Kalgarin. It has heen promised to them
for the last two or three years.

Hon. Sir W)dliam Lathlain: For 10 or 12
years.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: On account
ol that promise they have developed their
country against fearful odds. We have
been told they carted their wheat as far as
50 miles. I did not know that, but I do know
that on the average they have earted it about
26 miles, and last season they produced
120,000 bags of wheat. I will always be a
supporter of that line leading somewhere
towards the Lake Grace rallway. I think
it ought to o down through Pingrup and
Ongerup, through the Borden eountry, on
to Albany, so that the wheat may get to
the port by the shortest ronte. The other
fine from Pingrup to Magenta should also
be built. It is very pleasing to know that
the construction of the Cranbrook-Boyup
line is to be provided for on the Estimates,
T hope the survey of the Mt. Barker-Man-
Jimup line will also be proceeeded with,
When 8ir James Mitchell was in power he

‘authorised certain experiments to he made

in the bottle bush country round Albany.
Hec instructed the Agrieunltural Department
to elear a certain amount of land, and put
in certain grasses and manures. The experi-
ments were on a fairly large scale, and some
were suceessful and some were not, Unfor-
tunately, after the Mifchell (iovernment went
out of office the new Administraton lost in-
terest in the experiments, and the country
was allowed to go back to a state of nature.
I hope the Government will ¢onsider the ad-
visability of eontinuing those experiments,
by means of an experimental farm, or by
sabsiding some of the settlers to make their
own experiments under the supervision of
cxperts of the Aericultural Department. The
question of hospitals has been referred to. It
is sueh an important matter that I have a
fow words to say concerning-it. The finan-
cial posttion of the Children’s Hospital is
deplorable, and that of the Perth Publie
Hospital is nearly as bad. As Mr. Hamersley
said a few days ago, obstacles are often placed
in the way of people who ean afford to pay.
Anyone that econld afford to pay shonld be
made to pay. An important institution like
the hospital shonld not have to depend upon
charity, Government grants, or even the ques-
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tionable amnsements tax, The hospital should
be supported either by direct tax or by a
State lettery or premium bonds, as suggested
:hy Mr. Fraser. I do not se: why all this
money should go to Queensiand, or Tasmania.
I have yet to see evidence that the morals
of the people of Tasmania or Queensland
are worse than ours by reason of the fact
that they are allowed to run conmsultations
in those States.

Hon. W. J. Mann:
wowsers there.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: We allow
bookmakers here and other forms of gamb-
ling, and why not allow these consulta-
tions also¥ During my election tour I was
able fo recognise the position of the towns
along the Great Souihern railway with re-
gard to their water supplies. I went to
Wagin several times but found no water
there. Katanning and other towns are in
nearly as bad a position. These towns will
grow larger and they should receive hetter
treatment. Efforts are made fo supply
them with water by means of mud dams
someéwhere in the neighbourhood. It is all
very well to say, “Give them water”; bul
they want soft and clear water, something
akin to the Albany water. Considera-
tion should be given to a big comprehensive
scheme for watering all these towns. Water
is without limit in the fvicinity of the
place where Albany drawa its own supply.
We know that the Albany water is equal to
anything in Australia, for it was so deter-
mined by the analysis that was made for the
purpose of testing it for the woollen mills.
I hope consideration will be given to that
necessary provision. I have mueh pleasure
in supporting the motion.

On motion by Hon. E, H. Gray, debate
adjourned.

There are not so many

Howuse ad journed at .57 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—FROZEN MEAT.
WYNDHAM.

Mr. MANN asked the Premier: 1, What
quantity of frozen beef is available on spot
at the Wyndham Meat Works for sale for
consumption in this State? 2, What quan-
tity can be made available per month for
consumption in the State during the present
killing season at Wyndham?

The PREMIER replied: 1 and 2, The
works will close down on 4th Seplember.
The estimated remaining quantity of frozen
beef to ecome to hand for consumption with-
in the State is 353 tons. Of this guantity,
93 tons has been shipped per “Koolinda”
due at Fremantle about 21st inst.; about
200 tons will be shipped per “Kangaroc”
leaving Wyndham on T0th September, and
about 60 tons per “Koolinda” leaving Wynd-
ham about 26th September.

QUESTION—WHEAT, BULE-
HANDLING.

Mr. FERGUSON asked the Premier: In
view of the interest in and importance of
buli handling of wheat to the wheat growers
of the State, will the Government appoint
a practieal wheat grower to the committee
that is inquiring into the question?

The PREMIER replied: The present in-
quiry into the bulk handling of wheat ques-
tion is purely departmental and it is not
congidered advisable to add to the com-
mittee.

QUESTION—WESTERN AUSTRALIAN
DINNER, COST.

Mr, SLEEMAN asked the Premier: From
where does the money come and who foots
the bil! for the annual Western Australian
dinner held in London?



