
[21 AUGUST, 1928.] Z

liament and a recognition of its difficulties,
the scheme will prove successful. If that
attitude is adopted b all parties in the
House, they will not find me critical of what
has been done in the past. I have not the
slightest desire to make the group settle-
ments a party matter. T ainrnot attempting
to dto so in my administration of the scheme.
I have considered no one and nothing ex-
.cept what I thought was just. I have done
justice to all, and so has the board.

Mr, Davy: I should hope so.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is

my attitude.
Mr. Davy: It is not conceivable that any

'Minister would take up any other attitude.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I shall

-welcome the assistance of the Leader of the
Opposition and of all parties in this Hou.se,
-and if I get that, I feel sure that in the years
to come the scheme will make good. That
will undoubtedly be the result if the settlers
do their part. If they wvill accept their re-
sponsibilities now in good heart, in a few
years' time we shall have established a sue-
cessful industry end a thriving community.
-and the prosperity of Western Australia
will be greatly enhanced in consequence.

On motion by Mr. Richardson, debate ad-
journed.

House adiaurned at 10.27 p~m.
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Tuesday, 21st August, 1928.

Papas:. Soutth Province election
AddresR-in-reply, eighth day..
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The PRESIDENT tool- the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS-SOUTH PROVINCE
ELECTION.

On motion by Hon. J. Cornell ordered:
That all papers relating to correspondence
between Messrs. G. H. Hain-,ord, James Cor-
nell, J J. Lawler, C. B. Williams, and the
Chief Electoral Offier, in regard to polling
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places and postal vote officers for the South
Province Election, 1928, also all papers re-
laiting to the cancellation of appointments of
IL. S. Buzacott and R. It. Judge as postal
iote officers nd their re-appointment, be
laid on the Table of the House.

ADDRESS-JR-REPLY.

Eighth flay.

Dlebate resumed from the 16th August.

HON. SIR EDWARD WITTENOOM
(North) [4.35]: 1. have always understood
that the fifth wheel of the coach can he very
useful. 1 finid exemplification of it to-day,
since I have taken the place of somebody else
rather unaexpectedly, owig, I believe, to a
little indisposition. Still, I had intended to
make a few remlarks to-mnorrow, however
much they may have been stated before; for
at this stage of lte debate very little can
be said that has not been already men-
tioned. At the risk of repetition, I intend
to refer to two or three subjects. If I can-
not succeed in making myself interesting, at
all events I will offer compensation by being
brief. The Speech puts% me in mind of our
weather prophet at (he Observatory in that,
while most excellent in records, it is a little
weak in forecast, However, I suppose the
Government have availed themselves of that
wise old maxim that we should not hide our-
light under a bushel. The first item I pro-
pose to deal with is that referring to our
wheat production. As my text I take from
the Speech this excerpt-

It is estimated that a further big advane
will be made for the current season, and a
campaign has been initiated for the production
of 50,000,000 bushels of wheat during the
centenary ycmj (1929.30).

This has given me a great deal of food for
reflection, because it is impossible for us
to produce that quantity of wheat unless we
have the necessary labour. That brings
us back to the disputed question of land
clearing, which is fundamental in the pro-
duction. of wheat. Unless we have labour
available for the clearing of the land, it
will be impossible to increase the acreage
we have already uinder crop. During the
last week or two I have been away in
the country, where I have had excep-
tional opportunities for seeing the result
of land clearing and the utilisation of the
vaOrious classes of labour. Not long ago
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i noticed in thle newspaper that the Premier
and some comment on the view that there
were not sufficient Britishers available to do
the necessary clearing, that Britishers would
not do the clearing, and so it had to be done
by foreigners. When I use the word 'flrit-
l .her" .1 include in it the Australia What
the Premier said in effect was that it was,
absurd to think there were not sufficjent
Britishers here to do the work, els bow
was it the work had been done in the past,
au~d how had the farmers been able to get
the clearing done before the foreigners came
to the Statel That aspect of the question
J do not propose to discuss, for I cannot
say how the work was done; but I say this
-more in sorrow than in anger-that those
who did the work before the foreigners came
left such records that they can hardly get
employment at the task again. I say it
regretfully because, as I have said, when I
speak of Britishers I think also of my ownt
countrymen; for they are Western Anstra-
lias,; as I am a Westen Australian. How-
ever, either they cannot do the work of clear-
ing, or they will not do it. I have gone
carefully into this subject and have come
to the conclusion that the Britisher does
uot like the work of clearing and is not
inclined to) apply himself to it. I visited
cune property of about 12,000 acres. Of
that, some 10,000'acres were cleared. A lot
of the clearing was still in hand, I asked
z~ow it was being conducted, and was told,
"Mostly by foreigners." Then I asked how
many applications for the work had been
received from Britishers during the last 12
months. I learnt that three applications
find been received from Britishers and 20
from foreigners. One of the Britishers was
given work, but the remainder of the clear-
ers were foreigners. But for those men the
clearing would not have been done. On an-
other property the owner told me that iiot
only could he not have put in his present
crop, but he would never have undertaken
the clearing had he had to depend on British
elearers. He said that in the first place
they were not reliable and that, in the secondl
place, they scarcely ever applied for the
work. I dare say you, Sir, understand that
the clearing of forest land is done in two
processek. In the first instance the timber
u,* cut down and heaped up ready for burn-
ing at a subsequent period. When this cut-
ting down and stacking is finished, generally
60 per cent. of tbe tota price is paid. I

amn told that in nmany instances the Brit-
isher, having received this 50 per cent., does:
not come hock to fuins the work, and in
consequence it is not tinished in time, and
so a season is lost. On the other hand, I1
am told that when the foreigner takes the
work in hand it is finished off entirely. I
sin going to gi~e some instances. of this,
On the lest property visited by me, 48,O00J
acres have been cleared, 20,000 acres planted
with wheat, 2,000 acres planted with oats,
wh ile 12,000 acres are lying fallow. So
members can imagine the class of property
it is. The proprietor assured me that but
for the work of foreigners, he could never
have got so large an acreage cleared. I am
6ealing entirely with clearing. The staff of
that property, indeed of all such proper-
ties, are not foreigners, hut are truly Brit-
ish. It is the clearing question that I am
considering. If we are to have an increased
production of wheat, the clearing of the
land is the fundamental principle of the
whole business. Unless that can be done
satisfactorily, we shall not have the prom-
ised increase. It is said that one of the
reasons why the Britisher does not apply
for clearing work is that he cannot get the
wages, cannot make sufficient money at it.
I do not know what money he can make,
but the wages, I have aseertained in the
case of foreigners, aire from 12s. to 1s.
a day, on day work, they to find them-
selves, and for piecework 391s. Od. an aec.
When the first cutting down and stackin-
is done, the contractor receives half that
money. It is said they live on the smell
of an oil rag. -It must be a very nourish-
ing rag, because they look strong and able.
I also had an opportunity of seeing what
their rations consist of. At the place T
was in, they got out their rations from
town twice a week. They had as much of
everything as we have in the way of pota-
toes, bread, tea and everything except
meat. They do what is a good thing for
the State, namely catch all the rabbits they
can, but the rabbits arc so elusive they
may not get as many as they want. I
have here a few details. On one place, 20
Italians applied for work and three Eng-
lishmen. There was room for only one
Englishman. On the other place, where
there were 48,000 acres, only one Britisher
applied for clearing in the last five months.
It was proof in those two eases and on
tl'ose two large farms that for some reason
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or other the Britisher did not want the
clearing work.

The Honorary M1inister: How often did
the employers apply for British labour-

Hon. Sir EDWARD WVITTENOGAL: I
would not expect them to apply for it.
Those who wanted work came along for it.
One employer said that a good deal of the
British labour was unsatisfactory. I am
cot one of the proprietors, and have not
employed any foreigners.

The Honorary 11inister: You would
think that if they had wanted British
labour, they would have applied for it.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: I
should think it would be the other way. If
British labour wanted the work, and there
were 400 unemployed, they would natur-
ally go looking for it.

The Honorary Minister: If they knew
where it was to be found they would go
for it.

Hon. Sir EDWVARD WITTENOOMI:I
do not say they would not go for it. At
any rate, they would not have much
trouble in finding it.

lion. 11. A. Stephenson: It is possible
the men wert advertised for, but did net
apply.

Hon. Sir EDWARD W[TTENOOM:
These people advertised for the clearing of
500 or 600 acres, and the work was taken
at the prices .I mentioned. On the smaller
place, the permanent staff comprises nine
Australians, three Englishmen and two
Italians. I am dealing entirely with the
(-learing in its elementary stage. On the
other farm, in addition to the 10,000 acres
of wheat there are about 10,000 sheep, all
of which must receive attention. Only one
Englishman applied for a contract for
clearing, and he got it. He had 220 acres
to clear and lie performed the work. The
employer said if it had not been for the
others, it would not have been possible to
clear over 1,800 acres. I hope these par-
ticulars will be published. The Honorary
Minister says that the work would be
taken if Britishers knew it was available.
There is any amnount of work there, and in
other districts, too, I expect. If Britisbers
want the clearing work, they should not
have much difficuilty in applying for it and
getting it. I thoug-ht I would bring these
details forward, having had a good chance
of seeing the work where it is carried on,
and. having ascertained so far as I could

from the proprietors of these places the
actual factis. I hope thle information will
prove of interest to hon. members. I nowr
wish to deal with the proposed harbour
improvements at Fremnantle. One of the
most important works, if not the most im-
portant work that is likely to he carried
out, has to do with the extension of the
harbour, and particularly the suggestions
of the Engineer-in-Chief. It is such
a huge scemeie that further particulars
ought to be supplied to us before we give
it consideration. I am pleased to see
from the Press that the Premier intends
that Parliament shall express an opinion
upon the recommendations of the Engi-
neer-in-Chief. I do not know the Engineer-
in-Chie4) beyond having met himi socially,
nor have I ever discussed any of these
proposals with hinm. Furthermore, I do not
know Sir George Buchanan, nor have I
ever seen that gentleman. I cannot, there-
fore, be accused of prejudice in favour of
either of these gentlemen. After reading
the two schemecs and going over the particu-
lars. given, I must say 1 am very much in
favour of the suggestions of Sir Oeyrge
Buchanan. Both engineers seem to have
considered the matter, and both seem to lie
experienced, but they are singularly at vari-
ance in what they recommend, I do not
profess to he an engineer-even if 1 did,
not many people would believe itr-and I
do not profess to he a harbour engineer.
Nevertheless I flatter myself I can give as
good an opinion abouzt harbour engineering
as any member of the present Ministry. I
do not know in what circumstances any mem-
her of the Government can be suid to have
qualified for the position of engineer; there.
fore I consider that my views are as good
as any of theirs. I can only imagine that
the maembers of the Government have been
induced to adopt the recommendations of
the Enginneer-in-Chief because he has giveni
them good and sound reasons which we have
not yet heard, hut which T hope we shall
hear at a later stage.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Before the money is
spent.

Hon. G, W. Mfiles: They hogan spending
it last session.

Hon. Sir EDWA-RD WITTENOOM1: My
knowledge of Fremantle is of long stand-
ing, for I was born there. I remember the
har across the river1 when one could almost
walk qew.1. it through about three feet of
water.
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Hon. E. Ri. Harris: WVater at the bar!
Hlon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: The

only boat that went across was a small flat-
bottomed vessel with a paddle in the stern.
I w'as also intimately connected with that
port when Sir John Coode came here to
give us information in connection with the
harbour for Fremantle. I happened to be
a member of the Legislative Council in those
days. Owing to certain circumstances of
which I have not the details, be decided
against the river, and recommended going
south of F'remantle. I also remember dis-
tinctly that 'Mr. C. Y. O'Connor induced S3ir
John Forrest to allow him to open up the
niver, on the ground, as far as I can re-
member, that the information supplied to
Sir John Coode was not correct, - and be-
cause of the scour of the tides at the mouth
of the river. Unfortunately he induced Sir
Jobh1 Forrest to agree with his view. I was
a member of the Government for three or
four years while this work was progressing,
and I heard a good many opinions expressed
concerning the Fremnantle harbour. I never
heard one opinion expressed hut that there
shoufld be an extension of the harbour up
the river. Great stress was laid upon the
fact that Rocky Bay wvas a commodious
little harbour, and when well supplied with
,wharves on each side it would accommodate
as much shipping as would he required for
many years. The idea was so prevalent
of using the river, that I was invited to join
the Chamber of Commerce in Perth. I was
going to do so, when Mr. Frank Wilson told
me that one of the chief planks in his plat-
form was to bring all the shipping to Perth.
That decided me- at once I did not want
the shipping brnug-ht to Pertb, and would
have nothing to do with the Chamber. The
whole idea then for an extension of the
harbour, when it did come shout, was up
the river. No one with any knowledge of
Western Australia and its weather condi-
tions-we have had a very good sample ef
it during the last few days-who happened
to go to the site, there Mr. Stileman pro.
poses to make an outer harbour, could fail
to note the tempestuous seas and the terrific,
winds there which the shipping would he
called upon to cope with. It seems to me
that if we are to go outside the river for
a harbour, we, should go south instead of
north. In the south theme is some shelter,
but there is none if the extension goes north.
My common sense will not allow me to adopt
the suggestion of the Engineer-in-Chief with
regard to harbour accommrodation 'without

further explanation. I shall look forward
to the debate on the question, or to its being
submitted to the House, and I shall want
to hear some very convincing arguments,
which no doubt will be forthcoming. I
think there must be arguments in favour
of the latest proposal, because without. them
the eight members of the Ministry could
not bave been so convinced that 'Mr. Stile-
man's recommendations are the best. I
shall await this farther information with
a good deal of interest. It will take a good
deal to convince me that the harbour should
he extended to the north in preference to
the south. I have a few remarks to make
on the question of road construction. I do
not profess to be an engineer on that sub-
ject either. From what I have read and
seen, I feel that the method, of carry-
ing out this work is so unsystematic
and so devoid of regulation, that I
am surprised it has been done at all.
We see a portion done in some places and!
a portion done in others. I do not know
on what terms the money is allocated or
how it is spent, or by whom it is spent;
therefore I am not in a position to give an
opinion, but I do know this, that on Satur-
day last I travelled over a good many miles
of newly made roads and I found that those,
roads, instead of the drains, were the re-
ceptacles for water. Nearly everywhere the
centre of the road seemed to hold all the
water that had fallen. Wha~t kind of road-
making is that? Again, for many miles
there were holes in the road that were full
of water and every time the wheels of the
car went in~to those holes, material was
splashed up and so the hole was made larger.
There was not a single person or a party to
attend to the roads, to attempt to divert
the water from them, or to endeavour to
effect repairs. After the expenditure of
a considerable sm of money on main roads,
there should be some sort of supervision;
they should be kept in something like decent
order. One would think that the idea pre-
vailed that the road having been made, it
was going to remain like that for ever.
Thoutsands of pounds must have been spent
on the roads and it wai; wicked almost to
see so much water lying on the surtaee with-
out any attempt being made to divert it.

The Honorary Minister: Would you mind
telling usq wher e that was?

Ron. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: Be-
tween Guildford and towards New Noreja,
and it was particularly bad through the
Upper Swan. It cannot be very long since
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the road was made there; just beyond Bulls-
brook before coming to the forest aM1 needs
attention, It is a splendidly made piece of
rood, but with the water running over it
and in so many places remaining on it, it
must rapidly deteriorate. On coming closer
to Perth in the vicinity of the racecourse
crowds of men were seen working away
apparently on a task that did Dot appear
to be necessary. They seemed to be cutting,
away roads, while others that had been
newly formed, were permitted to go to ruin.
There must have been fully 100 men there
with wagons. and homses working like steam
instead of their being occupied on the work
of preserving those roads that had already
been built. This haphazard way of spend-
ing money is disgracefuli. It seems to be the
policy to construct a road and then to let
it look after itself. We know also that the
road to iRalamunda is in a shocking state
of disrepair. It is quite good for a couple
of mile-, but going over the remainder one
runs a risk of breaking the springs of his
can. I should like to ask why only a patch
is constructed and the remainder neglected.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: That is not the duty
of the Mlain Roads Board; the road is under
the control of the local body.

Hfon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM:
Whoever is responsible for the maintenance
of the road is allowing it to get into a
state almost beyond repair. There is one
other subject to which I wish to alluade.
it is generally conceded that the Governor's
Speech does not give cause for amusement.
In one paragraph, however, there is a gleam
of humour-the paragraph alluding to the
proposal to introduce a Redistribution of
Seats Bill- If I know the Premier at all,
and I know him to be exceedingly diplo-
matic, I can prophesy what will happen.
A Bill will be submitted, it will pass an-
other place by the usual majority and then
will come along- to the Legislative Council
for approval. It will not be acceptable to
the Legislative Council and so will be re-
jected. The Premier's diplomaecy will then
show itself. When the elections come round
the Premier will say. "I promised to bring
in a reilistribution of seats and did so, but
the recalcitrant Legislative Council threw
it alut."

Hon. A. Lovekin: We must pass it.
Surely.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM:
Even if they do pass it by a majority, why
should we pass it if it does, not meet with
our approvalI

Hon. E. H. Harris: We should pass it as
we passed the Financial Agreement.

Ron. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM:
The Premier will be able to go to the elec-
tors and say, "I submitted the Bill as I
promised, but the recalcitrant Council would
not have it. Therefore I am obliged to go
to the electors once more on the existing
distribution." As we say in Euclid-Q.E.fl.
i have much pleasure in supporting the
motion for the adoption of the Address-in-
reply.

HON. c. r. BAXTER (East) [5.S]:
There is not very much to debate on the
Governor's Speech unless one discusses the
legislation forecasted, In the Speech we
have before us, there appears an announce-
ment-and it is very interesting to note it
-that the Government intend to take up
seriously the question of utteniptiiig to put
the groups on a proper business basis. Un-
fortunately, a good deal of this work is
now beyond us and a big loss has already
been sustained. In this respect it was very
interesting the other evening to listen to
Mr. Mann who is one of the representatives
of the South-West Province, speaking about
the advance made by the dairyving indus-
try in that part of the State. Thiis advance
has been brought about by group settlement,
and if Mr. Mann's figures arc correct, it
has been at rapid and satisfactory advance
Of course a good deal of the succes has
been due to the high price being paid for
butter fat, and my feeling is that this will
continue to help to put dairying on a solid
basis. As we know, the dairying industry
has done a great deal for Victoria, but we
are not in the same position as was that
State because we are not being paid a
bonus. One of the burning questions of the
day is the administration or perhaps we
might say the mal-administrntion of the
Main Roads Act. It is interesting to note
that the Federal Government on the one
hand blame the State Government for the
existing state of affairs, and the State Gov-
ernmnent blame the Federal Government, In
addition, we find that the Premier, as he is
always ready to do, is blamning this House
for the whole of the trouble, The real posi-
tion, however, is that 90 per cent, of the
existing trouble is the result of the bad ad-
ministration of the Act. That is where the
fault lies. T1 listened to the address deliv-
ered a week ago by the Chairman of the
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Alain Roads, Board to the conference of dele-
gotes. from country road boards, and he
assured the conference that everything would
he right in the future, Unfortunately he
gave an assurance that it is dillicult to take
seriously. Next morning we read the
opinion of the Premier which was diametri-
cally opposed to that of the Chairman of
the Mlain Roads Board. One wonders what
the position will actually be in the future.
Hon. members are aware that I advocated.
and that I still advocate that the only s!at-
isfactory way of having the work done is
by permitting it to be done by the local
bodies who are familiar with existing con-
dition;, and who in the past have been able
to do the work satisfactorily and at much
lees cost than the Mlain Roads Board. The
Government engineers might be permitted to
collaborate with the local authorities and
perhaps tender them advice, but 1 do not
believe in surveyors and engineers going all
over the country and spending thousands of
pounds needlessly.

Hon. A. Lovekin: It is all cheap money.
.Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Probably, but

what is the use of wasting it? There arc
numerous instances of excessive cost that
culdd be given. I know of one where a
road, the estimate of which was set down
by the -Main Roads Board at £C18 10s. a
chain and which was actually cardied out
by the local authority for £6 10S, a Chain
-one-third of the cost. Sir Edward Wilt1 -
noorn referred to the bad state of the road.-
that he had travelled over and said that
some of them had heedf left in as disgr-acefuil
condition. I cannot agree, however, that
there should be someone continually emn-
ployed to fill up the holes as, they appear.
To do this, there would he required] a great
number of men and a considerable amonni
of money because of the heavy traffic that
exists at the present time. One wonders
what is going to happen. A large0 majiority
of our farming- population, we know, favouir
motor transport, and motor transport is re-
sponsible for the increased expenditure on
our roads- fn years gone by there were-
slow-moving wagons which did nut cause
the friction for which the motor vehicle rif
to-day is responsible. Heavy motor trafi
goes along at a high rate of speed.

H~on. Sir Edward Wittenoom: I did nol
suggest that all the holes should be filledA
up as they were mnade: I said that there was'
not adequate supervision over the roads.

Hon. C. K. BAXTER: The trouble i;
caused by the differences that exist bet weer
the local bodies and the Main Roads board

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom; If ther.
had been supervision the holes would no!
have appeared.

lion. C. F. BAXTER: The whole troubk(
ma as to who is to bear the cost. The 10en
bodies, unjustly, are saddled wvith the eozil
of maintenance, and in many cases tlivt
local bodies do not receive any benefit what-
ever from the roads that are being con,
structed. In the city, however, the muni-
cipality of Perth derives beneft by being-
debited with only a smiall amounat. The bet-
ter- system would be for the local bodies
to be permitted to carry out the construc-
tion. At the present time it is dilficult to
understand the alocation. of costs. Up to
data the Main Roads Board have not ex-
plained how they assess the value of a road.

The Honorary Minister: Do you mean to
seuggest that somiething done has been
contrary to the Act?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I have already
said there hasi been maladministration. Does
the Honorary Mlinister want anything
clearer than thatt Another interesting mat,-
ter that has been the subject of considers-
",ble discussion by members and the public
generally is that of bulk handling, an old
question in this State. As far back as 1913
the Scaddais Government appointed a corn
inittee under the Hon. Thomas Bath to in-
quire into the advisableness of establishinz
bcilk handling in this State. In a report
furnished to the Government hulk handling
,-as, strongly recommended. Negotiations
were opened with a firm of engineers and
proceeded Until 201.5, when the Scaddan Gov-
ernment approved of bulk handling and
came to an arrangement with thme engineers-
to proced with the work. Everything was
finalised except the actual sign ing of the
agreement, when the Scadan Government
v,. ent out of office. Let me renmind members
that at that time the cost of installing the
s;cheme would have been comparatively low
The Wils:on Governmnent came into office and
were sympathetic towards the proposal. I
remember that Sir James Mitchell, then Mfin-
ister for Agriculture, took the matter up
and after considerable inquiry expressed
himself satisfied that bulk handling wouldl
he a g-ood thing for the State. Unforta-
itely the war created financial difficulties

amid the scheme could not be proceeded with.
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In 1918 a Bill was introduced to provide.
really for bulk storage. The object was
inikinly to safeguard the stocks of wheat heldi
here because the grain was getting into a very
bad state. We were in the unfortunate posi-
tion of having in the four States £22,000,000
overdraft represented in wheat that was
diminishing year by year through weather
effects and insect pests. A Bill was intro-
duced to ratify an agreement with the same
bodly of engineers, but after much discus-
sion, it was defeated by a majority of one.
Following that two mneasures were intro-
duced to authorise an outside body to mnstal
hulk handling facilities. Both those measures
were defeated. They reached this House on
the last day of the session and received
the guillotine, one hon. member having movedl
the adjournment of the debate until the fol-
lowing day, when it could not possibly be
continued. I was, Minister at the time and
was handling those measures. There is somke
controversy at present as to the wisdom of
proceeding with bulk handling. In 1918 the
cost of establishing the silos and tempor-
ary machinery-provision was made for the
proper machinery to be installed later-was
Is. 2d. per bushel of wheat- I am afraid
that the cost in 1928 would he vastl
different. To-day the cost of labour
is almost double what it was 313
years ago, while the cost of the ma-
terial that would be used in the erection
of s3ilos has also increased considerably.
These factors have to he considered before
any serious step is taken to commit the State
to a bulk handling scheme. The firt thing
to ascertain is the cost per bushel at which
bulk handling could be established. If the
scheme is going to be so highbly capitalisedl
that it will be more costly thann the present
bag system. what is the good of estahlishing-
it? That is the question to be considered.
People, too, must not run away with the
idea that bulk handling will he suitable for
the whole State. It will be suitable for only
a small portion of the State. It is possible
to establish silos only at sidings where
there is a sufficient quantity of wheat
to warrant their erection. Then the
Government would have to consider
the question of -reconstructing the railway
trucks, and other incidental expenses would
be incurred. Among the benefits that it is
said would accrue to the farmer is that he
would need to buy only one-third of the
quantity of bags he has to buy now. That

would apply to the farmer who is situ-
ated near to a siding and who is able to
keep on carting, but farmers at a distance
from a siding could not save a great deal on
bags. lIt may be said that the farmers after
using the bags this year, could use them again
next year. During my years of experience
as a fanner I have not seen a bag sold in
this State during the last ] 5 years that wasi
of sufficiently good quality to stand two
years' handling.

Hon. H. A. 'Stephenson: And they are
getting worse every year.

Hnn. C. F. B3AXTER: Yes. Consequently
there are mnany points to bpe considered be-
fore the State is committed to a system of
bulk handling. I am not opposed to the
bulk handling system. If it can be bene-
ficially established at a capital cost that
will not be too high and a saving can be
effected on the present cost of bags, let
it be adopted by all means, but .1 am satis-
fied it will entail a huge expenditure. It
is all very well to point to Canada as an
example. The position here is quite dilffer-
s'nt. We have a few sidings where storage
silos could be erected, but at mnany sidings
the silos could not be provided, and in
such districts the bag &ystein must con-
tinue. As is usual at this season of the
year we have the unemployed with us.
Unfortunate though that is, it occurs iii
every country. This winter the unem-
ployed difficulty has been very acute, in
fact it is the worst year that I can re-
member. It was interesting to note that a
distinguished visitor to Perth in the par-
son of M1r. Scullin, Leader of the Federal
Labour Party, took the Prime Minister to
task because be passed the unemployed
over to, the State Government, but while
Mr. Scullin did that, he did not make any
reference to the State Government. In
recent years the State Government have
been very lax in not preparing to meet the
unemployed difficulty, which occurs every
year. This year they waited until the
posit ion had reached its worst before they
took any action to relieve it, and then out-
side bodies had ton rally to the Govern-
ment 's assistance. Unemployment is a de-
plorable thing in any country, but had the
Government taken the matter up sooner, a
lot of suffering could have been avoided.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Was not a good deal
of it beyond the control of tl'b present
GovernmentI
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Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Yes, but the Gov-
ernment could have taken action sooner.
No Government can hope fully to cope
with the unemployed difficulty, but the
State Government knew that they would
he faced with trouble during the slack
season and preparations should have been
made to provide work for the men, instead
of waiting until the difficulty became so
acute.

The Honorary Minister: You cannot be
aware of' what was done.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER:- I am fully aware
of it. The Government provided free meals
and doiles for the men, instead of work,
and I am quite opposed to anything in the
shape of doles. I am satisfied that 80 per
cent. of the men did not want relief of
Lhat kind. What they wanted was work.

Hon. A. Lovekin: You could not expect
thtu Government to anticipate the exodus
from the other States and the influx of
Southern Europeans.

Hon. C. F. BASTER: I am not blaming
the Government for that. I say the Gov-
e-rnmnent made no provision beyond free
meals and a little assistance of that kind.
What they should have done was to pro-
vide work that would have been of benefit
to the State. Doles are no good in any
country.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: Not un-
necessary work.

Ron. C. F. BAXTER: There is any
amount of necessary work to he done in this
State. Wherever we look, we see work
waiting to be done. Mr. Scullin also
voiced the opinion that what was neces-
sary in Australia was a system of unem-
ploymnent insurance. What with unern-
ployment insurance and child endowment,
we shall be depriving the manhood of Aus-
tralia of all incentive to work.

Hon. G. W. Miles: If the price of wheat
comes down it will settle all those schemes.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER. A fall in the price
of wheat would be a bad thing for this
State as well as for other producing coun-
tries. I do not take the passimestic view
held by some people regarding the priep
of wheat and the huge stocks held in
America. We hear the same pessimistic
views expressed every year. As one who
has grown wheat for a good many years.
1. have noticed that nature has a wonderful.

way of rectifying the position. In oine year
the prospects are for a wonderful harvest
everywhere, and a price that will not be
payable to the producers. But a calamity
happens in some part, and the price of
wheat is maintained. I have often thought
that the price of wheat was not likely to
he very remunerative in a certain year,
but it has turned out all right. If the
price of wheat does fall, it will be a serious
thing for Western Australia. Wheat and
wool are the two lines of primary pro-
dunction on which we have to depend at
present. Only a small railway programme
is included in the Governor's Speech, but
I take it that much greater progress
will be made than the Speech seems
to indicate. If the Government are going to
settle thousands of men on the land, they
will have to move considerably faster than
the Speech indicates. Still, I understand
that the Government fire doing their best to
meet the requirements. T was interested in
the remarks of the Premier to a deputation
regardingc the Brookton-Arnmadale line. For
many years there has been strong agitation
for the construction of a railway through
that district. I am glad that the Premier at
last recognises the value that that line will
be to the State. The Railway Department
is faced with an impossible position in hav-
ing to haul all the wheat, except that sent to
outports. through the bottle-neek at the
Perthi railway station. whereas if the Brook-
ton-Armadale line were built, a large quan-
tity of wheat would be conveyed direct to
Fremantle. The building of the Brookton-
Armnadale line would benefit the Working
Railways considerably, because it would be
possible to increase the loads bailed and de-
crease running costs. Most imnportant of all
is the fact that the line would open up an
area of very fine country suitable for dairy-
ing, sheep-raising and oat-growing The
district has a splendid rainfall and no part
of the State would respond better than that
district to railway facilities. The Yorkra-
kine railway extension is still held up. Close
on 20 years have passed since that line wa~s
promised, and I do not know whether it will
ever be built. The Government probably
conclude that mnotor transport will meet the
requiremuents of the Yorkrakine setters. So
long as that view is maintained, the progress
of the district will he retarded. Settlers
cannot trnsport their produce by motor
at anything like the cost of railway haulage,
and an additional disadvantage is that eon-
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.siderable time is occupied by carting that
should be devoted to improving the farms.
Another important matter is the price of
meat. This question has aroused consider-
able discussion in recent months, and my
sympathy goes out to consumers, in the high
prices being charged. It has, been said that
the suppliers of meat are making a lot of
money. But that is not so. The season
has been responsible for enormous costs.
Whereas in ordinary years the stock grazed
on natural feed, this season it has cost a
great deal of money to keep stock alive.
Perhaps I may instance mny own nae. In
an ordinary season I market lambs at the
end of June. Here we are at the end of
August, and I have not had them fit to send
in yet. The worst feature of the situation
is the enormous cost of fodder and grain
which the grower has to feed to his stock,
whereas they should he on natural grass.
Further, there is the great amount of rev-
enue !,ost to the State, since the fodder and
grain should have been available for tranis-
portation instead of being utilised in feed-
ing stock. Thus the cost of the stock is in-
creased by hand-feeding, which most grow;-
ers have hiad to resort to; personall 'y I may

sythat I have had a man engaged for
hand-feeding since March. All such costs
mnust be added to the ordinary cost of stock.
It follows that the higher prices have not
benefited growers materially. In addition,
the losses of stock have been considerable.
The most important point, 'however, is the
beef posit-ion. 'During the last week or two
I have seen reports of an agitation on the
part of retail butchers, and of demands for
supplyinr the metropolitan area with frozen
meat. There is, however, no opportunity
for sending frozen meat from Wyndham to
this market. Moreover, whilst frozen meat
may be supplied to hotels and so forth, it
cannot be advantasreously sold to the general
public. As regards the drawing of supplies
of frozen meat from Wyndham, in the first
place there is not the necessary space on the
steamers, and in the second place meat sup-
plies to the metropolitan area must be
regular--spasmodic supplies are useless.
Even if the Singapore boats were influencedi
to provide storage space for chilled meat-
frozen meat I regard as out of the question
-there is the consideration whether the
quantity of chilled meat available at WVynd-
ham would be sufficient to divert steamers to
that port. The most important point, how-
ever, is the supply of beef. Where is our
beef supply for next summer Io come from?

It is not even in sight. IF say advisedly that
the Government should take that problem
in hand without delay. As regards bring-
ing stock from the North, the first diffl-
enity is that they could not be fattened there.
Then, as regards the overland journey, the
worst feature is the 60-Mile Desert. With a
plentiful supply of water, cattle can get
through well enough; but to traverse a bad
stretch with neither feed nor water is disas-
trous. In one instance known to me a moV
of 460 cattle were put on the road, and the
driver reachied Mingenew with 22 head. To
establish a stock route and put down wells
would involve too much expenditnre. At-
tempts have been made in that respect,
stations sinking wells in many places. How-
ever, the expedient proved too costly. Now
recourse has been had to the new system of
boring, whereby bores can be put down to
a depth of 400 or .500 feet fairly cheaply.
I know of a case where a boring plant
arrived at the scene of operations on Sun-
day, and started boring on Tuesday, and got
down to 450 feet in a fortnight. That sys-
tem. obviously, is much cheaper than sinking
wells. One may sink a well and come on
hard country or even a small sat stream,
and that is as far as the well will go. On
the other hand, a boring plant goes right
through. Bores with casing can be put
down instead of wells. A storage capacity
of 10,000 gallons would mean that any stock
could be overlanded to Mingenew or Mul-
lea for southern growers to fatten. If a
stock route from the North-West could be
opened up, it would mean the bringing down
of many cattle for early fattening here. I
do not know of any other means of over-
coming what seems to he an inevitable beef
shortage to be faced here during next yea;,
and I hope the Government will give the
question their earnest consideration. An
agitation on the subject of meat prices is
now in progress, and justifiably so, because
there is a shortage and prices are extremely
high. Undoubtedly the beef position will ha
acute next year, and will not be relieved by
bringing chilled meat from Wyndham, be-
cause only small quantities. will be available
there. Firozen meat should be put out of
consideration altogether. If any meat is

brought down from Wyndham, it should be.
chilled met Frozen meat handled as it
would be handled by the public, would seem
very poor, even though originally of good
quality. I support the motion for the adop-.
[ion of the Address-ini-reply.
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BON. J. NICHOLSON ('Metropolitan)
(5.391: This motion offers hon. members
generally that opportunity which the present
occasion alone affords of voicing their
opinions on a wide range of subjects. It
must be acknowledged that the House has
had the advantage of hearing a discussion on
many subjects of great diversity. "Members
coming into the fray somewhat late are un-
doubtedly indebted to hon. members who
have preceded them for the full discussion
which has already taken place. The magni-
tude of the requests and the variety of the
views put forward by previous speakers must
serve to open the eyes of the Government to
their shortcomings, and doubtless they will
realise that the criticisms uttered by mem-
bers here show that remedial measures should
be introduced by the Administration in cer-
tain important respects. It is a pleasure to
see the father of the House, Sir Edward
Witenoom, returned after his severe acci-
dent; and we hope that his presence here
signalises his restoration to complete health.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: Thank you.

flon. J. NICHOLSON: During the dis-
cussion to-day Sir Edward certainly showed
that he has lost none of his intellectual
vigour or logical power. Prior to the open-
ing of Parliament I saw in the Press an
announcement that it was intended Mr.
Fraser should move the motion now before
us and Mr. Williams second it. I noticed,
however, that on the important occa-
sion of the opening of Parliament 'Mr.
Williams, who was to have seconded the
motion, was absent from his place, and that
another bon. member had to perform that
duty, which I am sure any member is pleased
to do for anothrr. I regret particularly that
Mr. Williams should have been absent on
that occasion. as his presence would have
given all speakers to the motioa the oppor-
tunty which no doubt they desire of extend-
ing congratulations not only to the mover hut
also to Mr. Williams as new members.
When Mr. Williams addressed the House
last Wednesday, I had expected that he
would at least have referred to the incident
and afforded its some little explanation, so
as to remove that sense of disappointment
which I ani surr other members in addition
to myself must have felt at his absence. I
merely mention the matter; probably the
Leader of the House will be able to explain
it. I have thought it fair to call attention to
the matter, sceing that Mr. Williams, as a
new miember, had apparently overlooked-

The Chief Secretary: The hon. member's
absence was due to illness in the family.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I am indeed sorry
to hear it. His Excellency's Speech is
marked by a tone of distinct optimism. It
refers to the approach of the celebrations in
connection with the centenary of the found a-
tion of Western Australia. There is also a
reference to the fact that the State has
reached the highest point yet recorded in
trade and commerce. We are told that the
value of the year's trade reached the remark-
able total of £36,297,719, divided as fol-
lows :-Exports valued at £C17,941,003, and
imports valued at £18,350,116. It will be
observed that the difference between our ex-
ports and our imports amounts to £414,513
on the wrong side; that is to say, our imports
were greater by that amount than our ex-
p~orts, which is not as one would desire to
see the position. I can merely express the
hope that our various industries will con-
tinue to progress, and that the advent of the
present financial year will bring with it a
bialance of trade indicating that our exports
exceed our imports. It is, of course, wise
for any country to look at the position from
the economic standpoint and assure that the
trade balance is on the right side of the
ledger. I take this opportunity to express
the thanks and appreciation that should be
extended to members of various organisa-
tiufis that have iaterested themselves in
stimiulating the purchase of local products.
If that spirit is encouraged, we shall thereby
be able to achieve some measure of success
if our people will, as fa as possible, sup-
port our local industries. Satisfaction has
been expressed regarding the financial posi-
tiop generally. In the Governor's Speech it
is stated, "The financial position is viewved
with satisfaction within the State and in
Great Britain.' We arc pleased to have that
assurance, but unfortunately a later para-
graph in His Excellency's Speech indicates
that we closed the financial year with a
deficit of nearly £26,500. I do not know
that that is altogether complimentary from
the Government's standpoint, having regard
to the picture that has been presented re-
garding trade and production. Seeing that
our trade and production have reached such
a high peak, one would have thought means
would have been found to obviate the creation
of a deficit. It is true that somec explana-
tions have been given as to the cause of the
deficit, but in view of alt the circumstances
it would have been much better had there
been a surplus instead of a deficit. I raise
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the question of the deficit because bon. mem-
bers will recall that when we were dealing
with the Financial Agreement Bill last ses-
sion, the agreement itself contained certain
provisions relating to loans raised in con-
nection with deficits. Paragraph (d) of
Section 4-that section dealt with sinking
funds--of Part II. of the Agreement reads-

In respect of any loan raised after 30th
June, 1927, by a State or by the Common-
wealth for ari on behalf of a State to meet
a revenue deficit accruing after that date, no
sinking fund contribution shall be payable by
the Commonwealth, but that State shall pay
from revenue a sinking fund contribution at
a rate of not less than 4 per centum per
annum on the amount of that loan.

There are certain other provisions regarding
the sinking funds, interest and so forth. It
will be observed that as a result of that pro-
vision, we may suffer the penalty that fol-
lows loans raised for deficits, although
I hope that will not be so. Should
we exlpcrience further deficits, it may be
necessary to raise loans to liquidate them,
and, in view of the Financial Agreement,
we must suffer the penalty because of
those deficits. In the circumstances, it is
all the more important that the Government
shall see to it that deficits are avoided. It
is true that the deficit for the last financial
year was a small one; probably the posi-
tion will be rectified as the result of the
current year's financial transactions. 1 ex-
pectcd to find some reference in His Ex-
c-ellency's Speech to the present serious
position regarding unemployment. The
Speech, however, is strangely silent on that
point. I feel sure everyone deplores the
periodical recurrence of the unemployment
difficulty, because I believe that the men who
hare been out of work are, in the majoritY
of instances, anxious to secure work but
have been unable to do so. During the
recent demionstrations of the unemployed, I
took the opportunity to move about among
those men. I am convinced that there wire
many men genuinely desirous of securing
work, for I was impressed by their appear-
once and their evident disappointment at
their inability to secure employment. West-
ern Australia is not singular in this respect.
for other countries; have the same problem.
In the Mother Country the distress liar been
more marked than in Western Australia.
All the world over it is recognised that this
problem is a difficult one, hut in a -Young
country likc Western Australia. it shonld be
easy to overcome compared with the posi-
tion in older and more settled industrial

countries. The Premier has attributed the
existing position to various causes. If I
remember aright, he attributed it chiefly to
the admission of alien;, to migration and.
thirdly, to the influx of people from the
Eastern States. It will be admitted that
the problem is much wider and more far-
reaching than that, and probably it can
hardly be properly discussed on the present
motion. The Premier, whose views were
endorsed by 1%r. Williams, blamed the atti-
tude of the Federal Government ia relation
to the introduction of alien migrants. It
was suggested that foreigners were allowed
to come to Australia to secure work, thus
depriving Britishers of employment. I have
always held the opinion, shared by Mr. Wil-
liams, that the Britisher could hold his own
with men of any other race, and I hope
that will always be so. On the other hand,
w'c know there are certain occupations that
are best undertaken by foreigners. While
I admit it is an extreme instance, I would?
refer to the position in the early days on
the goldflelds. How would the reidents of
the goldflelds in those days have procured
their vegetables had they not the advantage
of Chinese in their midst? *While that is an
extreme instance, it illustrates my point.
The Chinese represented a useful section of
the community in those days. Now it is
stated that Italians, Juago-Slavs and repre-
sentatives of other European nations, are
coming here and taking work as clearers.

lon. R. H. G(Way: Who did that work
before Nlhey c!amd~

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I will come to
that in a moment. We are told that those
foTeignera have deprived the Eritishers of
the opportunity to secure work that had
formerly been available to them.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Because the foreigners
provided cheaper labour.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I do not know
aiiything about that from persnal experi-
ence,. because I have had nothing to do with

suhoperations. On the other hand, I took
the trouble to make inquiries from men whoy
know something about this matter. I have
been Credibly informed that these foreinmers
arc not employed at a cheaper rate at all.

The Honorary Minister: I wish that was
correct.

Hon. .1. NICHOLSON: I am repeating
what I have been informed. According- to
my informants, the foreigners ame not em-

ployed at a cheaper rate than would be
paid to Britishers if they undertook the
work.
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Hon. E. H. Gray: That is not so.
Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: I gave the

rates this afternoon.
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: They furnished

marked examples of what I have been told.
Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: The parti.

eulars I gave were taken from the contracts
I have one of them here.

Hon. E. H. Gray: The rates for contract
clearing have gone down 30 to 40 per cent.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: We should go into
this matter and see where the trouble really
lies. It is useless denouncing people; let us
get at the bottom of it, and see 'what is the
explanation. We should see if what I have
said can be verified.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: It can be yeri-
fled by a number of members of this House.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Quite so. It has
been said that where contracts have been let
to Britishers in preference to foreigners,
they have been left incomplete, and the land
has not been ready, as it should have been
by a certain date. So in many cases the men
who undertook the contract have left and
other men, foreigners, have had to be em-
ployed to complete the task.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: That is perfectly
true.

Hon. E. H. Gray: In somec cases.
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: There must he

some reason for this. If the members of our
own race do not care for this work, and pre-
fer some other kind of employment, then let
us see if we can find the class of employment
they prefer. But, be he Britisher or foreigner
wheit he undertakes a task he should show-
and particularly does it rest witb the Brit-
islier to show that he at least can do better
than men of any other nationality, and that
when he undertakes a task he sees it through.
If it be true that these Britishers leave their
job incomplete, desert it, can we wonder that
the farmers, who want their land cleared in
order to put it under the plough, muit feel
aggrieved at their own countrymen deserting
them.

Hon. E. H. Cray: They themselves are
deserters from their own country in giving
employment to the foreigners.

Hon. E. H. Harris: The hon. member's
own Government employ the foreigners.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: Yes, and the
-bon. member does not know the true posi-
tion.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: No, if '.%r. Gray
-were to go around the country and make

investigation it would be instructive for us to
have the benefit of the information he would
gain. If he were to make an inquiry, prob-
ably there would be such an array of evi-
dence adduced as to convince him beyond
all doubt.

Hon. E. H, Harris: When a person enters
into a contract, is. he not bound to complete
it i

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: He can be prio-
ceed against for his failure, for the damage
caused by the breach. But it would avail
the employer nothing to take action against
a man for not completing his clearing eon-
tract. The most effective way is to say he
will employ only those men who will corn-
plete it.

Hon. E. H. Gray: The foreigner is ex-
ploited by the farmer.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I do not wish to
see anyone exploited. I want to see a fair
deal given, whether to the Britisher or to
the foreigner.

Hon. E. H. Gray: The Britisher does not
get a fair deal from the farmer.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The farmer is
prepared, and has been prepared, all
through to give a fair deal to members of
his own race.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Not in the past.
The PRESIDENT: If the lion, member

wishes to reply to this speech, he will have
ample opportunity.

Hon. J. NfCIOLSON: A little time ago
Mr. Gray interjected, "What about the men
who cleared the lend beforel"

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: One farmer
cleared 60 acres in 60 years 1

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: He took his time.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Hle must he one of
the old gropers.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I asked a man
who has been here a good many years about
the practice in former years. He said that
in former years there were Britiahers who
undertook clearing work and carried out their
work with such thoroughness and expedi-
tion as to win for themselves a very secure
place in the community; so much so that
now, my informant tells me, he cannot get
any of that good old type of labour that
used to clear the land so satisfactorily, be
cause the clearers of those days, as the re-
sult of their excellent work, have done so
well as to be able to take up land for them-
selves.
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Hon. E. H. Gray: That is why so many
hundreds of experienced men who want land
-cannot get it Dow.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Well, hurry up your
-Government to provide land for them.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Those men were
-undoubtedly experienced, because they got
their training in a very good school. Be-
fore we denounce the employment of for-
eigners, we require to sift the matter a little
more thoroughly titan has been done. The
Premier suggests that the Federal Govern-
ment, who have the control of immigration,
shonld 'cease to alto", these foreigners to
land here, should practically stop all alien
immigration. The'result of that undoubt-
edly would be the raising of serious inter-
national questions. I think that was indi-
cated in an interview with the Prime Min-
ister, published by a newspaper a few weeks
ago.

Hon. E. H. Gray: It did not do so in the
United States when they adopted that policy.

Hon. J. Nicholson: No, they adopted the
quota system. The Prime Minister has ex-
plained that-it was referred to by Mr.
Cornell-the standard of our white popu-
lation is maintaiiied at 98 per cent. British.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Is that in Western
Australia?

Hon.. J. NICHOLSON: That was in a
statement by the Prime Minister, published
somne time ago. That is for the whole of the
Commonwealth.

Hon. E. H. Gray:- It does not apply to
Western Australia.

Hon. J1. NICHOLSON: Take it this way:
The population of Australia is 98 per
cent. British. That is the point. It is the
intention of the Federal Government to
maintain that standard.-

Hon. J. R. Brown: I think those figures
are wrong.

Hon. .J. NICHOLSON: Welt, the hon.
member had better make inquiry of the
Prime Minister, or alternatively secure a
seat in the Federal House. Probably he
would then have an opportunity to test the
question theme.

Hon. J. R. Brown: One need not go to
the Federal H ouse to test it.

Ron. J. NICHOLSON: Opportunity will
be afforded him there which, unfortunately,
we in this House cannot afford him.

Hon. J. R. Brown: Well, why take any
notice-of it?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Because if we
have an objection to raise, we must in the
first place he sure of our facts. If the
fact is established that the Australian popu-
lation is 98 per cent. British, I do not see
that we can possibly complain. I was re-
marking that the Premier, front his wide
knowledge-I have always regarded the Pre-
miier as holding aL statesman-like view of
all these matters-must realise that inter-
national relationships might. possibly he dis-
turbed if we were to seek to alter that posi-
tion and stop alien immigration entirely.
There would 'be grave diffculty in shutting
the door absolutely in the faces of members
of other European races.

Hon . Sir William Latblain: The Prime
Minister definitely said so.

Hon. J. Rt. Brown:- Oh, he is an Imperialist.
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Any attempt to

do anything like that might provoke a con-
flict, which I am sure none of us desires
to see. But, above all, the effect would be
to alienate the friendship and support of
other nations that would he of great help
to us if wve in Australia should he threat-
ened by any other power. I believe in giv-
ing the greatest possible help and facilities
to members of our own race, and I believe
also in maintaining our high standard. of
British population so as to retain this ter-
ritory as an. undoubted British possession.
By adoapting the quota system, we are
avoiding the alienation of that friendly feel-
ing that -we desire to eultivate amongst other
nations, and A the same time probably we
should be helping to develop our own coun-
try. If Mr. Williams had an opportunity
to travel through Europe, as he may have
in the near future, he would learn something
of the grave problems that arise amongst
the various European nations, and he would
then appreciate more than ever the difficulty
in absolutely excluding other nationals from
entering the Commnonwealth.

Hon. J. R. Brown: To the detriment of
Australia.

Hon. J. NICHOL1SON:- May I point out
to the hon. member that probably he would
create somethinR- that would be very much
to the detriment of Australia were he ahle
to carry out the idea, that apparently he
has, of absolutely excluding members of
other races.

Hon. J1. RI. Brown: No one is advocating
absolute exclusion,
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Hon. J. NICHOLSONX: Then what do-,s
the hon. member advocate? The inainten-
mice of the quota system?

Hon. J. R1. Brown: They are coming in
like flies to a sugar basin.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Whbat does the
bon. member advocate?

Hon. J. R. Brown: The quota system
might do, if it were fair.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Then the hon.
member must admit that the quota fixed by
the Federal Government is fair.

Sitting suspend-ed from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I gathered fromt
Mr. Williams' speech that he had been work-
ing for some years in the mining centres,
amongst a large number of these foreigners.
I was mrore than surprised to hear him make
the disparaging- remarks he did concerning
these people. He told us, I think in the
case of the Sons of Owalia mine, that thera
were within recent times up to 95 per cent.
of foreign employees on that mine. That
is a big percentage. He said in other case.;
that the average of foreigners employed
in the mining industry would vary
from 20 to 25 'per cent. I think, in
response to an interjection, he stated that
these men were trade unionists. We know
that men would not be employed on the
mines if they were not trade unionists. Pre-
sumably, therefore, these men must have
paid their subscriptions to their union, the
usual membership fees. In that way they
supported the funds of the various associa-
tions with which Mr. Williams was con-
nected. T believe he occupies the position
of secretary or organiser of one of the
unions in the mining centres.

The Honorary Minister: He did once.
Hon. J1. NICHOLSON: He was organiser

or secretary there. No doubt many of these
men voted at the last elections. We sgee in
the public press. that any number of for-
eigners have applied for naturalisation.
When they secure naturalisation they are
entitled to the full rights of citizenship. I
feel sure that these men, who must appar-
ently have supported their own organis~er
and probably voted for him at the recent
election when he was return6d, will feel dis-
anpointed at his nttpr4nceeq reg-rdinz them,
These men contribute to the funds of the
union, and] the least they have a right to ex-
pert of any officer of that union, or one -who
is connected with it, is that he should have

supported and stood up for the men who
were associated with and members of that
union.

Hon. .E. H. Gray: Those men who are
enaged in clearing are not members of a
union.

Ron. J. NICHOLSON: The bon. member
was speaking of the mining industry,, and
the number of foreigners; engaged on the
mines-. I do not advocate that they should
be so employed. If, however, I happened
to be one of these men, subscribing to the
union funds, the least I would have expected
as a subscriber would be that the organiser
of my union would have backed up my
membership.

The Htonorary M1inister: Are you .not
missing the point he made?

H~on. J. NICHOLSON: .I think that was
hisq point. That is how it struck me.

The Honorary M1inister: These men are
not members of the union until after they
have secured employment. His point was
that they get preference of employment.

Ron, 3. NICHOLSON: He was speaking-
of the number of men employed on the
mines, and was adversely cicising them.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson:- He state that
they had preference over him.

The Honorary Minister: Quite correct.
lion. J. NICHOLSON: That dalas with

another point.
The Honorary Minister: The point was

that the Italians were getting preference on
the mines, and that they had to join the
union, He claimed that preference should
not be given to foreigners, but to Britishera
when available.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: In certain
branches of the mining industry it may he
fnd that these men flil positions, such as
one associated with trucking,. more effec-
tively than the Britisher, who may not care
so much for that kind of work.

The Honorary Minister: He has suggested
another reason.

Hon. .1. NICHEOLSON: I will deal with
that later. The Tmatter I referred to was
such aQ to justify members of the union,
who, mighbt fall within the class described
by Mr. Williams as foreigners, in feeling
a great deal of disappointment that their
organiser or secretary cShould have criti-
cised them in the way he did.

Hon. W_ J1. -Mann: Is it not a fact that
they must become members of the union
before they can get employment?

lEon. J,. NICHOLSON : A man cannot
get employment until he is a member of



[21 AUGvUST, 1928.1 9

the. union, or at 411 events he cannot continue
at. his employment unless lie joins the union.

.The Honorary Minister: He becomes a
member after he gets employment.

Ron. E. H. Gray:- Yes.
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: He could not

continue in that employment unless he was
a member of the union.

The Honorary Minister: Air. Williams'
'point was that they got preference in the
first place. Naturally when they get em-
ployment they must join the union.

H on. J. NICHOLSON: The fact that
they are there is evidence that they must
have given some degree of satisfaction,
otherwise they would not be employed.
They must have been engaged in some
~Work of production, apparently winning
-wealth that would reflect in some way .9n
the finances of the country. They must
be doing some good.

Hon. AV. J. Mann: There was nothing
to force the union to make them members.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON:. I presume not.
Hon. WV. J. Mann: The union need not

have taken them if it had not desired to
have them.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I suppose not.
Hon. E. H. Harris: The union wants

them, and gets them.
Hon. J. NICHOLSON; That is the point

that occurs to. ne. Why do not the union-
ists turnt round and say to their own auth-
orities-"Exlude all foreigners from em-
ployment," which would be in keeping with
their suggestion to the Conmnonwealth Gov-
ernment that they should exclude all for-
eigners from coming into the country?

Hon. E. H. Gray: Who said that?
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Once they are

here, they are surely entitled to carry on
their avocation, and engage in such labour
as they are capable of doing.

Ron. E. HE. Harris: Once a majority is
engaged in an industry, that- majority may
-want one of their own countrymen as sec-
retary.

*Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I am not aware
that any union has a secretary of the same
nationality as the general body of mem-
bers, in the case of foreigners.

Hon. B. H. Harris: They have had that
on the Kurrawang wood line for years.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: And there are
some in Sydney.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I do not know
whether Mr, Williams when giving utter-
ance to his stat ement-

Hon. E. H, Gray: He seemed quite sin-
cere about it.

Hon. J. NItCHOLSON: He was very em-
phiatic, I admit, but I do not know whether
he weighed with suifficient seriousness the
iMeet of what he was saying. Many auth-
orities in the world are striving for what
they call the world's peace. I can hardly
eonceive that statements such as these are
calculated to attain that moat desirable end.
I took an opportunity during the week-end
to read an interesting book by a man who
has made himself somewhat noted of
late, namely, Sir Leo Chiozza Money.
He wrote a hook entitled "The Peril of
thte 'WThite."1 We all know the serious
position in which the white races of the
wvorld are placed, as compared with the
other races. The very men who are em-
ployed on these mines, and described as
foreigners, are members of the white race.
They constitute part of that great body
of the white race. Here is what Sir Leo
Money says-

Mankind as a whole continues to grow
apace. The population of the world in 1925
is about i ,900.00,000. The composition anld
distribution of this vast inumber of human
beings arc matters of supreme importance,
which have been too much neglected. The
first quarter of the 20th century has been
marked by a strife amongst the white nations
which 'has involved all mankind in its con-
sequences. The races who should lead the
world in concert have done their worst to
injure each other and have succeeded only to
well. Those who remain to carry on the work
of the world have to face fortifications of
hatreds, a world-wide exacerbation of national
feeling, an unprecedented strength of race
antagouismns, and an awakening of mingled
aspiration, unrest and distrust amongst pro-
tected and subject nations. The world has
nearly 2,000,000,000 people, but it is far in-
deed from the ideal of possessing 2,000,000,000
consciously helping each other to make the
most of its limited resources.

It is a well-known fact that whilst there is
that large population in the world, it in-
cludes all colours, and the proportion of
whites is comparatively smafll; it is only just
over 600 .000,000 out of a total of nearly
2,000,000,000. Surely common sense would
suggest to nearly every one of us to strive to
aid those persons who are seeking to estab-
lishb a world peace, particularly amongst
members of our own race, and I think that
when an hon. member makes utterances, as
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Mr Williams did here, they aire calculated to
destroy that which other people are trying to
build up.

The Honorary Minister: Mr. Williams
was not criticising the foreigner, he was criti-
cising the employer for giving preference to
the foreigner.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: If he was not
criticising the foreigner, he was at least
showing that the foreigner was not to be
received here, and that if he came here he
was not to be allowed to live.

The Honorary Minister: Not to have pre-
ference of employment.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Can it he said
that he receives preference?

The Honorary Minister: Yes, the emn-
ployers; on various gold mines give prefer-
ence to foreigners over Britishers.

Hon. J. NICHOLS ON: What I wish to
urge is that these muen who are engaged in
the work of production. and are transferred
to some other occupation by being displaced
from the mines, are compelled by necessity to
seek some other form of employment, and
that other form is the clearing of the
land. Whilst I admit I would prefer
to see men of our own race employed
in the work, and I would strive personally
always t~o provide employment for our own
men, all conditions being equal, if our own
men fail, as hai been alleged-I have not had
any personal experience and can only -rely
on information given-we should not be
blamed for employing others to do it. It
theo foreigners are engaged in clearing work
and they carry it out satisfactorily, then
they are only doing what is suggested in
the Governor's Speech. In the opening par-
agraplh we find thes5e words-

The magnitude of the various proicets asso-
ciated with the speedy development of the pri-
mary industry upon which progress is substan-
tially based calls for the heartiest co-operation
of all sections of the people.

All sections of the people, Mvr. President! We
want co-operation. Are we securing co-
operation, and is Mr. Williams trying to
secure the co-operation of all sections of the
people, when he seeks to put one class, as
it were, against another? This sentiment that
is expressed in the sentence 7 have just reed
seems to me somewhat strangely familiar,
and it serves to recall the slogan for which
Sir James Mitchell, the present Leader
of thd Opposition when he was in
power, was responsible-Produce, produce

produce! In other words, the present Gov-
ernment have adopted that slogan and say
that there must be the heartiest co-operation
in the speedy development of the primary in-
dustry upon which progress is substantiall1y
based. Thus we find that one call which was
made by the Mitchell Government is being
adopted by the present Government. I am
very pleased to see that. I come to another
point in Mr. Williams' speech which arrested
my attention, and that was w'th regard to the
support to he given to the mnining industry.
The hon. member said-"jI do not favour
giving the mining industry another shilling
of assistance until such time as the mines are
worked on a systematic basis for the benefit
of the shareholders and not for the few men
who have eontro.'~ I ask this question: ba8
the hon. member thought of the result of
this suggestion? He could not have done
so, because if he had given it serious thought.
or even reflected for a moment, he would
have realised that this might mean lees work
and less employment and greater distres in
minin centres. At the samie time, it wrould
necessarily have been detrimental to that
industry which has done so much for this
State. Another thing to which he alluded
in connection with the mnining industry was
the question of diseases and the amendment
passed last year at the instance of Mr.
Seddon. On that occasion I took exception
to the amendment; I opposed it. I main-
tainled that there was only one way to deal
with the question of these diseases and that
was to bring them aill within the scope of
the Miners' Phthisis Act, so that they could
all be treated alike. At the present time
the section which was introduced 'Last year
provides that where a man is suffering
from a certain p)ercentage of a disease, be
can claim a p)ercentage Of the compensation.
The curious thing about it is that where a
man is suffering from tuberculosis or min-
ers' plithisis, he is entitled to the payment
provided under the 'Miners' Phthisis Act,
but when he happens to be an unfortunate
sufferer from SilicosiR, Or certain other forms
of disease peculiar to the industry, he must
make his claim under the Workers' Compen-
sation Act. Surely there should be uni-
formity in these matters, and those inter-
ested in the industry should strive, and I
hope the Government will assist them. to
get that uniformity so that all men suffering
from disease caused by working- in the in-
dustry will get that mea.Rure Of comnpensa-
tion to which they are entitled, instead or
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being given it under the other Act I am
sorry to have to refer to so many of the
subjects mentioned by Mr. Williams, but
there is one more to which I must allude.
Air. Williams made a charge against the
bosses and the management of the mines.
He alleged that the reason why so many
foreigners got employment was because of
the palm oil which was pitt into the bosses-
hands, and which secured the foreigners,
their jobs. I interjected, "You accuse thenm
of bribery." and Mr. Williams replied that
he did. If an bon. member of this House
wants to make a charge of that kind, the
fairest way, especially when it is against an
industry as a whole and the management of
that industry, is for him to make the charge
in the open and not wilthin the privileged
precincts of Parliament. There are as4o-
ciated with the mining industry men of the
highest character. It may be that there are
black sheep in every flock but it does not
necessarily follow, speaking generally, that
men holding positions of responsibility
should be accused, as Mr. Williams accused
them, particularly when the words of the
member representing a mining constituency
will go forward to many people who may
possibly believe those remarks to be
true. The fairest way for the bon.
member to have acted would have been
to make the charge outside, or to have
applied for the appointment of a select com-
mittee or Royal Commission to investigate
the truth or otherwise of what hie said, and
then depend upon the report presented.
But to make an uncllenged statement,
particularly when the people who are ac-
cused have no chance of rep'iying is cruel
and unjust. There was one other reason
given bvy the Premier as the cause of unemn-
ployment, and that was migration.

The Honorary 'Minister: Did the Premier
say that?

Eon. J. NICHOLSON: I read it in the
newspaper.

The Chief Secretaryv: I have never heard
him use that argument, nor have I seen any-
thing in print to thatt effect..

Hfon. J. NICHO0LSON7: I do not wish to
do the Premier an injustice, because I have
considerable renee-t for him. T should
hesitate to do him the slightest injustice.
However, if anyone believes that migration
is a cause of unemployment I would direct
his attention to a recently issued report by
the Development and Migration Commission
on the subject of "U'nemployment and Busi-
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ness Stability in Australia." The report
Says-

In public discussions of unemployment hasty
conclusions concerning the relationship between
migration and unemployment are frequently

'Iexpressed, e.g., that high unemployment in
Australia is caused by excessive immigration.
A]I examination of British emigration for the
three decades before the war showed that emi-
gration was highest during a period of good
trade, the lowest during a period of bad trade.
(Hobson: The Export of Capital, Oh. viii.).
This feature of emigration from Great Britain
has also been referred to by other authorities.
The conclusion is reached by these authorities
that the state of trade in the country of des-
tination is the principal determining factor,
but that conditions in the country of epiigra-
tion are also important. Moreover, as a general
rule, periods of depression in Australia roughly
correspon d with similar conditions in. Great
Britain, so that, while bad trade in Australia
tends to create unfavourable conditions for the
absorption of immigrants, depression in Great
Britain reduaces the resources of likely emigrants
and creates aui adverse psychological atmos-
phiere. As the majority of immigrants into
Australia come from Great Britain, this would
suggest that there Is not a direct connection
between active immigration and periods of bad
trade in Australia.

Extensive studies of the relationship be-
tween immigration and business conditions in
the United States of America have shown that
there is a strong tendency for the flow of
migrants to be infiluenced by the state of busi-
ness in the country of their destination
(Jerome: Unemployment and the Business
Cyle-National Bureau of Economic Research,
Ch. x.). This also would suggest that the con-
dition of trade in Australia would have some
effect upon, the flow of immigrants to Aus-
tral ia.

If immigration were high when trade was
good, andi low when trade was bad, there would
he an inverse correlation between immigration
and unemployment. To test this point, the
statistics of immigration and nemployment
were graphed for tile period 1908 to 1928. On
the whole, the graph (Graph "C,11 Appendix
IV.) confirms this point of view. This is par-
ticularly noticeable during the low unemploy-
ment of 1911-12, sac! the high unemployment
of 1921-22. In order to test the matter fur-
ther, a statistical enasure of the correlation
was attempted. The rcsolt was inconclusive,
but it showed that any degree of correlation
that might he established between unemploy-
ment and imamigration. would be inverse rather
thnn direct. That is9 to say, the tendency
would be for high unemployment to be asso-
ciated with low immigration.

The above point may be illustrated by ref-
erence to the numbers of nominations of
British assisted migrants submitted throughout
the Commonwealth. During the first quarter
of 1927, when the recorded percenAtage of un-
employment was 65.9, thle number of nominations
was 3,242, comprising 7,952 souls, which in-
chides dependants; during the first quarter of
1928, when unemployment was recorded at 10.7
per !sent., the number of nominations was 2,540,
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ionprising 4,961 souls, a reduction, in souls,
of .37 per cent.

It is probable, however, that the response of
immigration to business fluctuations is some-
what delayed, and that the flow of junnirration
eontiues at the formor level for a time after
business eanditiosls hav-c comnmenrce( to recede.
To this extent. the rate of immigration might
increase the difficulties of the business depres-
$!on (hut dpendent, us mentioned hereunder,
on the types of nmigrantst), but there is nothin~g
to sugges~t that this immigration is the -muse
4of the business depression or of the lhigh uin-
employmenit.

I t is also important to enate that theft§tterts
of migration depend upon the type of nmigrant
who is moving to Australia. Migrant lana
setlers absorbed pursuant to) a land settlement
scheme should increase rathler than decrease the
~cope of employment; and the immigration of
domestics, boy farm workers, and specially
skilled workers for new iudustries, wilt gen-
erally have the sameT effect. On the other hand,
a large flow of artisans and labourers would
intensify any unemployment already existing
amongst those classes.

What seems to emnerge from a consideration
of the relationship is that immigration is not
a fundaimental cause of unemployment, and
that the flow of migration into a country will,
to a great extent, automatically adjust itself to
th' economic conditions in that country.

The matter is treated fully in the report,
and is well worth studying. In relation to
industrial disputes,. constituting one of the
causes of unemployment, the report says-

Duering 1926, 1,810,261 working days were
lost in industrial disputes, involving a lose of
wages estimated at £1l,415,813, which is
equivalent to an average wage of £250 per
annum for 5,600 people for 12 months.

Various causes of unemployment are dealt
with, including seasonal fluctuations. That
is one of the main causes in this country be-
cause of our dependence to such a large
extent on primary production.

lRon. R?. Seddon:- Do not you think we
should attempt to apply sontic of the recomn-
mendations contained in that report?

Hon. J. NICHTOLSON: I do- I shall
not weary members by groing into that phase
of the question now, because the report is
available for the perusal of members. No
doubt the Government will consider the mat-
ter. The report will certainily repay study.
What are the remedies for this serious posi-
tion? -None of us wisher; to see unemploy-
meat. W%78 wish to see everybody happy and
prosperous. The Lender of the Opposition
in the Federal Parliament, Mr. S9cullin, sug-
gests9 recourse to unemployment insuranee.
Well'- I think that for a new and young
country such as this, with all its empty
spaces requiring to be developed and opened

up, that is about the last thing- we shouti
resort to. We have seen the effect of thb
dole system and of this method of dealini
with the difficulty in the Old Land, and
do not think that those who have seen any
thing of that system can say it has domA
g'ood to thle people of the Old Country. I
is calculated to destroy the very qualities ii
mankind that it is essential fur us to huil
up It would he a serious burden to thea4
who are struggling to open up and develo;
this country if they had to provide for sue]
a scheme.

The Honorary 'Minister: It is very har(
to suggest an alternative for the Old Coun
try.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I admit that eoa
dations in the Old -Country are not coinpar
able with those in Australia. We are in
totally different position and for that i-ea
son I pray we shall1 not resort to somethinj
that ha.4 been attended with such serioui
resultsq as has unemployment insurance ii
the Old Land. The Honorary Mlinister asks
Whitt we can substitut.

The Honorary Minister: I asked whai
alternative you would suggest, in the Ok
Uountry. I am not suggesting it shank
be introduneed here at all.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I am glad t(
hear that; I mistook the hon. member's. in
terjeetion. I admit it is one of the greates
problems confronting us. Is any reme&
Ipossible? If there is a remedy, let us hay,
it. No one wishes to see unemployment
It is bad for everyone. It creakes a statb
of misery and benefits nobody. The ques,
tion arises whether it is possible for us t(
regulate public works. It might he difficul
to regulate production in secondary indus
tries, but is it not possible to regulate GOar
erninental works and those of local auth.
oritiesT Could not those works be reg.
kited in such a way that certain of then
would be laid down for those periods whet
unemployment in country distriets was rifel
SLuch works might be eased off to a certair
extent when the workers could be trans
ferred to work on the farms, or when ths
stream of workers who suffer hecause oi
the fluctuations that take place year it
and year out could be othenwise absorbed
It should he possible to do something it
that way. In England a committee wt,
apipointed to consider this important ques
tion, "Is unemployment inevitable?", and
book was published under the signatures o1
the members, of the committee1 namely, W
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T. Layton (Chairman), .1. J* Astor, A. L.
Rowley, Robiert Grant, J. H. Jones, 1P. J.
Pyhus, B. Seebohm Rowntree, D. Spring-
Rise, and F. fl. Stuart. Those gentlemen
made suggestions of a valuable kind in conl-
niection with various industries. They took
the coal mining, iron and steel industries,
and in fact all the great industries that
mean so much to a country like England,
examined the causes of unemployment, and
tried to suggest solutions of the difficulty.
Amongst them, in connection with the manu-
facturing industries, they suggest certain
organisations where public spirited men
might come forward to do something to-
wards regulating output and purchases in
such a manner as to minimise the uiiemp!oy-
menit that takes place from time to tim..
One 'gan appreciate the extreme difficultv
of regulating such matters in the mianufne-
turint industries; for, suppose a British
manufacturer should receive an order
say from Australia, for a large quan-
titv of certain classes of goods, the
order has to be supplied say to meet
an uirgent demand in Australia. The
manufacturer could not very well put it off.'
because if he did so some foreien meanufe-
tore- would immediately seize that trade
and rob the people of the Old Land or em-
ployment. One recognises how great and
how numerou; are tue ditficultics involved
in dienling with these important questions.
As regards our own State, something might
be, done to regulate public works in confer-
ence with local authorities. With reference
to flovernment work in particular. it may
he pointed out that about June, whien men
bezin to he paid off in the country dis-
tricts, is the season when the Government
usunally find themselves getting to the end.
of their resources and stop spending. The
Government should conserve some of their
means so as to be able to expend them with
greater lieneft to the community by remov-
ing- from amongst us the agony suffered by
many men -who desire work'and cannot ob-
tain it. I know Mr. Witson takes the keen-
est interest in these subjects, and I have
no doubt be -will see that in this direction,
and in any other dirnetions which may sug-
gest themselves to him, the utmost possible
is done to minimis;e unemployment. Vari-
ous speakers made reference to the Main-
teniance of law and order, and the employ-
menit of the police in connection with recent
procesion% and displays on the part of
the nnenloyed. The police were brought in,
and T wish, not to apologise for them, but
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to compliment them and pay them a tribute
as a body of very fine men. One
can travel the world over to find
another body of men so capable and exer-
cising so much restraint, wisdom and mod-
eration in carrying out their thankless task.
The duty of maintaining law and order is
imposed upon them, and it is our duty as
citizens at least to uphold the police and
render them that recognition which they
deserve. What they did during the di-
plays to which I hove referred does not re-
fleet upon -them in any except a creditable
way. The police are entitled to our beat
thanks. Anyone who saw what took place
on the occasions referred to must recognise_1
that had the polic not been there, veryV
little indeed would have sufficed to bring
about a condition of disturbance which
-would have been most regrettable. I am
quite sure that many of the unemployed
no more desired than I did to cause any
disturbance, but there were amongst themn
various men who unfortuantely were over-
come by, shall T say, enthusiasm, and whose
enthusiasm might possibly have led to
scenes that we would rather not witness.
I hope, therefore, that every citizen will do
his best to ensure that the police are given
the aupport which they merit. Another
matter to which reference is made in the
Governor's Speech is land settlement gener-
ally and the opening-up of our virgin lands.
Special allusion is made to the opening uip
of that large area of 8,000,000 acres east
of Southern Cross. That undertaking I re-
gard as an evidence of empire-buildinr, and
I congratulate the Government on that
work, With it is necessarily associa-ted the
question of migration. We can definitely
assert that the Government and the pcople
of tWestern Australia have sought to g ive
the heartiest welcome and the fullest assist-
ance to migrants from the Mother Country.
It is therefore to be regretted that so prom-
inent a person as 'Denn In ' e should have
made the utterances attributed to him.

The Honorary Minister: Hear, hear!
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: in the cable cob-

umns 6if our newspapers it was announced
that he had written an article reflecting ser-
iously on Australia and its people, ant article
having as one of its, headlines, "No room
for Englishmen;"' that is. no room in this
continent of Australia. Being a Scotsman,
I presume that Dean Inge: used the word
"Egismn in the comprehensive sense
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of Britishers, as sometimes it is used. I had
expected to see some emphatic contradic-
tion of the Dean's statement by the Govern-
ment, and I therefore hesitate to speak on
the subject. However, I feel that Dean
Ine's statements should not be allowed to
go uncontradicted or unchallenged. Speak-
ing from personal knowledge and experience
I assert that the statements are a gross libel

,on a most generous and hospitable people.
The Honorary Mkiiste: Unfortunately

the resolutions carried at a recent conference
lend credibility to Dean Inge's statements.

Hon'. J. NICHOLSON: That is true.
However, if one's personal experience af-
fords guidance-as it must-in these mat-
ters, then I may relate that I came to Aus-
tralia as a young man, that I have spent
the greater part of my life here, and that
ILan testify, As I gladly do, to the unvary-
ing help and kindness extended to me
throughout my life it) Australia. In place
of finding that there was no room here, I
have found ample room, and I hare never
been denied a welcome. That is not merely
my experience, but that of thousands of
others. We, want, however, as was sug-
gested in a previous speech, the right type
of migrtmts-migrants possessed of some
of the spirit and courage of our hardy pion-

MEL.
Ron. E. H, Gray Some farmers say they

do not exist nowadays.
Hon. .1. NiCHOLSON: I think they do.

Unfortunately, however, there are migrants
who are not trained to the work of land set-
tlement, who find that work uncongenial,
6md who would prefer to he engaged in one
of the numerous secondary industries in
which they were employed during their
former lives. Work on the land is foreig-n
to them, and they do not care for it.

Hon. EK H. Gray: Moreover, the pay is
very low.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: On the land, the
opportunities for a man who applies him-
self are unexcelled by those offering in other
trades. Indeed, they are far greater than
those of the man entering upon employ-
meat in. some of the secondary industries.
By going into the country districts we ob-
tain evidence innumerable of men who,
coming here with practically nothing, were
welcomed here and assisted, and who have
risen to positions of happiness and inde-
pendence. I sometimes try to picture to
myself the original position of somte of our

hardy pioneers I think of the great and
numerous obstacles they encountered, obs-
tacles9 which must have seemed almost insup-
erable hut over which nevertheless they tri-
umphed. in those days, almost a century
ago, the journey from the Old Land to West-
ern Australia occupied many months. The
conditions of life on board were certainly
not comparable with the conditions prevail-
ing on the magnificent steamers now con-
necting us with the Old Count3K Upon
landing here the pioneer found neither house
nor home. Hc had to raise a structure after
landing, and. then he had to build his own
borne. He had to provide for his own wants
and those of his family. He had to grow
his own wheat. There were no supplies at
hand. There were no railways, no roads,
no means. of communication, These pion-
eers applied themselves with industry, and
opened up this great country. For some
years after the settlement of Western Aus-
tralia it was an impossibility for the pion-
eers to penetrate beyond the Darling Ranges.
Nowadays we can travel in comfort by
rail or road in a few hours over distances
that it took the pioneers weeks to traverse.
We can do nothing else but pay our tri-
bute- of honour and respect to the men
who carved the way and blazed the track
for us. According to the published report
Dean Inge says that he made his state-
ment in order to be contradicted! It will
he admitted that that is a most extraor-
dinary attitude for a man of the standing
of Dean Inge to adopt. Surely we are
entitled to say that he should have dis-
played a greater sense of justice than he
has shown.

Hon. Sir William Lathlnin: He is old
enough.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I think so. He
has denounced and libelled the people of
Australia without making any personal in-
xestigation. Then he invites a contradic-
tion!

Hon. E. H. Gray: He must have been
reading- the reports of the Primary Pro-
ducers' conference.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Or some of the
bon. member's interjections! The Dean's
opinions, apparently, have been based upon
letters received from disappointed settlers.
We may be generous enough to him, and
offer that as, perhaps, an excuse for the
sttements he has made. In every comn-
msinity and in every walk of life, there is
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always a proportionate number of disap-
pointed people. On the other hand, do not
the successful settlers in their thousands
throughout Australia far outnumber the
disappointed ones. Undoubtedly they do.
If one were to form an opinion based on
the experience of the disappointed people
without inquiring into the experiences of
the successful settlers, then wrong conclus-
ions only could be drawn. Surely, Mr.
President, thle duty rested upon so noted
a writer before committing himself to snob
statements, to have paid a visit to Aus-
tralia and inquired personally into these
matters! Some of his views on certain
topic;, I do not deny, may receive accept-
ance readily, but when ha makes the
statement, "No moom for Englishmen," then
this is calculated to damage our land set-
tlement and our development, and we are
entitled indignantly to resent his attitude.
Take, for example, Dean Inge's statement
when he said:-" While a sturdy lad is
welcome on the land, probably lie will be
workless by the time he is 21." That is
a shocking statement. One can find many
instances of lads who have woni their way
through to a competency and independence.
We can also, I1 believe, furnish examples
of the excellent results achieved by lads
who have come out here under the auspices
of the Fairhridge Farm School. We can
also draw attention to the good results that
can be shown by lads who have passed
through institutions in this or other States.
Again, we can take the Big Brother move-
ment, which is no mere name, but a real
live organisation, helping to build up that
ennfidence with the sons of people at Home
that Dean I nge's remarks will serve only
to -destroy. There are also other active
associations doing good work. Passing,
however, froni the lads 'to actual in
settlers, members of Parliament and others
in publi c life know of men who have come
from the Old Land and by a display of
grit and determination, inherited by thenm
from their ancestors, have won through
and done more than well.

Hon. Sir William Lathlnin: Mr. Gray
is an example.

Hon. J. NICHOL SON: Yes. One may
ask what has aided them in achieving that
end? The reply is that they possessed those
qualities of applic~ation, determination and
courage to which I have referred. Further
than that, they were backed up, and ably

supported by a, liberal land policy that en-
abled them to acquire land more cheaply
and more favourably than in any other
part of tile world. In instances wvhere those
men had little, if any, money, this facility
for acquiring land would be insufficient
were it not for the generous financial help
extended through the Agricultural Bank
and the Industries Assistance Board. An-
other fact I should like to mention is that
people who have come here from the
Motherland mark with appreciation the in-
tense loyalty of the Australian people. As
has been stated by the Prime Minister of
the Commonwealth (Mr. Bruce), we have
a standard of 98 per cent. British stock.
We are here at one of the remlote out-
posts of Empire, tr-ying to build up a
greater Britain and practically on the eve
of celebrating the centenary of the foun-
dation of our State. It is at such a time
that we find our structure assailed by the
cruiel and unjust. charges of Dean Inge! I
ask the question: Are such charges or
statements calculated to strengthen the
bonds of Empire? To that question there
is hut one answer-No! Let us at least
hope that Dean Inge will at once seek to
redress the wrong inflicted, a wrong that
we resent because of the injury to our
national unity. I support the motion.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East [8.38]:
In addressing a. few remarks in support of
the motion before the House, I wish at the
outset to draw attention to the way in which
the Governor's Speech stresses the import-
ance of the occasion we are approaching,
namely, the centenary of Western Australia.
In order fittingly to commemorate that cen-
tenary, the Speech points out the progress
that has been made in various directions and
to the apparently satisfactory trade position.
For some time past, there has been issued
from the Premier's office a series of monthly
publications, endeavouring to set out the
advance of the State and the wonderful
prosperity there is ahead of us. The fact
has been stressed that we have the greatest
area of cultivable wheat land in the Com-
monwealth. Iato those conditions one would
be entitled to expect that a note of discord-
ance would not he allowed to creep. As a
matter of fact, Western Australia, a month-
or more ago, received an advertisement that,
I am afraid, will do more damage than all
the careful propaganda work that is issued
month by month is likely to benefit the State.

805
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This State has been held up as the land of
promise, and iiucemcnts liavo been held out
to secure settlers from the Mother Country
and from other parts of the Commonwealth.
Yet we found ourselves confronted with un-
employed demonstrations that were by no
means a sudden development but disclosed
a postion which had been growing- for some
considerable time past, apparently being
passed over arid practically ignored. When
we remember that there is a Government in
office elected by a party that particularly
prides itself upon being acquainted, and able
to deal with, the problems associated with
the workers, one may be entitled to draw the
inference that the present Government bare
failed to carry out the ideals they have so
carefully advertised from time to time, In
support of that statement, we must remein-
ber the argument that has been advanced by
the Labour Parties throug-hout the world
that their members have specially studied
Labour problems. There is no problem that
is so severe in its effects upon the worker as
that of unemployment. One would be justi-
fied in describing it as "the work-ers' night-
mare." It demnands careful attention and
study, and failure to cope with it., effec-
tively, will condemn those who claimt
to be the exponents of Labour's policy. One
can recall the demonstrations that took lplace
a few years ago when the Mitchell Govern-
ment were in power. Since that time I can-
not say that the problem has decreased., On
the contrary, I intend to give statistics to
show that the problem has rather increased.
Though the unemployed demonstrations have
been more or lass repressed, we know that
unemployment has been a pressing problem,
and that it has not been coped with as we
would have liked. Mr. Nicholson referred
to the report issued by the -Migration and
Development Commission. I commend that
report to hon. members for their perusal.
The document shows the careful investiga-
tions that have been undertaken, and drives
homne eerta-u conclusions that have been
arrived at by the International Labour Office
in their reports. it stresses the fact that the
unemployment difficulty is not an insur-
mountable problem, but that it can be tackled
with a considerable amount of success if
investigated scientifically and approached by
way of proper investigation methods. We
know that unemployment is a world problem.
In some directions it is more complex in the
old world, with its class distinctions and
with the tremendous pressure of population.
There it could well be regarded as insur-

mountalble. In the United States o
Amcr 'a, with its gospel of industrial effici
eney, we find that unemployment represent
a very grave problem, and that millions o
people are out of work there. Then ag&air
Russia, with its Communistic Oo;-crnmenl
also has an acute unemployment problem
with vast numbers of people out of work
On the other hand, in facing this as a seriou
problem, we ourselves are inclined to los
sight of the fact that 100 years ago th
problem then was not so much one of unem
ployment as one of actual starvation, becaus,
of the lack of food, which was not an un
common state of affairs in countries that re
garded themselves as civilised. In dealing
with the unemployment question1 a good dea
has been done already, and I recommend bon
members to read the reports of the Inter
national Labour Office. They disclose wha
work has been done in different countries ir
an effort to cope with the economic cycle, aini
in those countries where that task has beer
undertaken much rc~icf has been obtain&
by the practice of transferring laboui
fromn one branch of industry to another
In agricultural countries the seasonal drifb
is coped with and attempts are made t(
fill in the periods of slack employment b3
arranging a campaign of work in otbei
avenues during that period. For quite a long
time in America the motor-car industry bas
laid itself out to conduct a campaign of
manufacturing during the winter months
So men who came in from the harvest fields
found employment in the factories, sulficieni
to carry them over till thre next harvest. In
Russia th e probl em is being approached f romc
quite a different standpoint and under Psi
different conditions from what obtain in our
western civilised countries. The organisation
in Russia is such that all industries are morf
or less State-con trolled. Therefore they have
available statistics, a knowledge of the trend
of affairs, and of the conditions of demand
and supply in those occupations, that have
enabled them to lay out a scheme whereby
they can concentrate on the developmuent of
backward industries; while restraining other
industries that are more or less meeting the
existing demands. It is possible we shall see
them achieving succes because of the facili-
ties they hare available, facilities that are
not available in our own country. We have
no similar maehner 'v. I think the position in
our western civilised countries hims been that
u-hat is every* bod' s business is nobody's busi-
ness. -And I am inclined to think that the
position existing in Australia is due to that
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very fact. We have n1o permanent or-anisa-
Lion to study this important problem and lay
out a plan of canign to meet it before
it arises, with a view of smoothing out the
variations of employment whiebh exist owing
to the seasonal nature of so iciufly industries
in Australia. To elaborate this point I should
like to refer to statistics regarding, employ-
nuent in Western Australia. In 1921 the
aoricultural industry employed 21,9165 in
and in 3926 it employed 24.8431, or an in-
crease of 2,915. In the same years the pas-
toral industry employed 7,160) and 6,476, or
a decrease of 634. in the saine years the
dairying industry employed 1,632 and 2,604
or an increase of 972. Tn the same years for-
estry and fisheries employed 2,176 and 1,993
or a decrease of 183. In the same years min-
in? employed 7,084 and 5,437, or a decrease
of 1,647. Tn the same years manufacturinga
employed 19,098 and 22140, or an increase
of 3.042. Orchards and market gardens
employed 3,892 and 3,188, or a decrease of
704. Transport employed 8,541 and 0,928,
or an incras.e of 1.387. if we examine these
figure,; it wvill be seen that the greatest in-
creases have been in aegriculture, nmanufac-
turing and transport, When -we recognise that
manufacturinz at any rate largely depends
for its; markets on our internal consumption,
it is realised how the manufacturing indus-
tries are likely to he affected by bad seasons
or b 'y a fall in prices. The tra~nsport indus-
try also is considerably affeeted in the de-
mnand for employment by the harvest, a
small harvest naturally meaning not so much
transport as would be necessary in the event
of a good harvest. I have qunoted thosr'
fizures because it wi'l be seen from them that
the increase of employment over a period
of five years- is comparatively small. One
may say from those figures that the inerca-se
of employment is less than the number of
persons who made up the increase of pop--
lation in any 12 months during the past six
years. So it will he seen that the unemploy-
ment has been steadily growing, is calling
for more and more attention aind will in
future be still more marked, unless we plan
out how to meet it. This year it has been
ageravated by the Eastern Rtates' drougrht.
r'wi~tions causing a volumre of nneminlov-
ment rig-ht thronimh the Eastern States. Tn
vonse-quence men were enamelled to leatve
their own States and go to other parts of
Aisrlis for emnlo vment. 'Because West-
ern Australia ha such a good name, quite

a number of them came here to took for
work, What occurred in the Eastern States
last year may occur in the future through
a fall of priceis in the ag-ricultural industry.
We might find ourselves in the position that
occurred in Australia 30 years ago when
there was a glut in ag-ricultural products,
but owing- to the prices being so low, it was
almost imipossible to market them. There is
however, one point we ought to re-
cognise, namely, that a country that
concentrates on agricultural development
really provides a comparatively slow pro-
cess of absorbing population. The quckesCt
increase of population can be met by min-
jng developmient, and a rapid increase can
also be obtained by industrial development.
Because in the past we hare concentrated
on agricultural development, we must ex-
pect that we shall be able to absorb per-
manently' a comparatively small number
of people unleci hand in baud with that
agricultural development there occurs indus-
trial development and, if possible, wining
development, It should he evident that the
recommendations in that report I have
quoted ought to be applied to Western Aus-
tralia. There is great need for a permanent
committee being appointed in Western Aus-
Irnlia; in fact this House mnight do much
worse tAnn appoint a select committee to
make a preliminaryv inquiry into unemploy-
ment in this State. That committee could
provide such data for the Government as
would enable them to meet the position from
year to year as it arose. Another point
that needs to be stressed is in regard to the
employment of youths. This is a very press-
ing problem. If there is one place where we
should tackle unemployment, it is at itc.
source, in order to devise a scheme under
which the youth of the country. can be;
drafted into occupations and to ensure that
they shall get jobs when they' leave school-
Let me quote these figures from the Educa-
tion Department's; report: Tn 1926 there
were in our schools scholars between six and
14 years of age as follows :-In the primary
schools 24431 boys and 22,517 girls:. in the
high sc-hools 02 'boys and 81 girls: in the
private schools 1-,677 boys and 4,865 grirls:
totals in each case 28,200 boys and 27,263
geirls. If we take the average of that nurn-
her, roughly there will he released from our
schools every ycar 3,100 hays and 3,000 girls.
We can reckon on that number of ,'young
people who have to be placed in industries
At the other end of the scale we find there
are something like 3,300 deaths per annum.
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So the margin between the two sets of
figures is about 3,000. That is to say, if we
replace those who die we still have a mar-
gin of 3,000 each year to provide for in
employment. The most promising avenue
of dealing with unemployment and ensuring
our young people getting a chance is to
apply some method of vocational guidance
and then to endeavour to elaborate some
semere whereby there shall be brought about
a collaboration between the employer and
the school departments which have the
promising young people coming on for work.
If soine such i-cbcme could he inaugurated,
it would be to the benefit of Australia as a
whole and of the young people who have had
the advantage of our splendid educational
system. I suggest that is an avenue of in-
vestigation that could well be referred to
a permanent committee. I am sure the re-
suilt of their labours would be entirely to
the advantage of Western Australia. No
doubt there is considerable scope for en-
largement in regard to the young people
that could be worked into our industries.

Hon. Sir William Lathij: The condi-
tions arc too stringent.

Hon. H, SEDDON: Yes, but public
opinion is changing. Whereas conditions
in the past were such as to induce the
tradesman in his own protection to lay
down a certain ratio between aplprentices
and journeymni', it is now being recognised
that in a country like this young people
should be given every opportunity to ad-
Vance. If the apprenticeship system is
handled in a careful. manner, the danger to
a journeyman is minimised, and the trades-
men themselves are only too willing to wvel-
come any one who will introduce a system
whereby youing men, frequently their own
children, can be apprenticed. Take an illus-
tration that camte under may notice last Janu-
ary. I had a case where there was trouble
in a certain district. With the secretary of
the Engineers' Uikion, I interviewed the em-
ployer. I found that exception had been
taken to a young man, not a tradesman,
who was employed at the works. As a re-
suit of toy talking the niatter over wvith the
employer and the men, the men suggested
that they preferred to see a youth taken
on as an apprentice rather than allow the
young labourer to undertake a tr 'adesman's
work. The thing was finally settled by the
employer agreeing to take on an apprentice,
and the men nindsrtalrig to see that tine
apprentice should be properly trained arid
turned out as a first-class tradesman. I have

since bad reports and I find the experiment
is going en quite well. It appears to me
that if we in Western Australia are
going to advance as we should do, and
adopt up to date methods in manufactur-
ing, it can only be done by training our
young people in those methods and giv-
ing them every chance of succeeding.
This aspect of unemployment should cm-
mend itself to every section of the comn-
munity. With regard to the immediate pres-
sure of unemployment, I should like to ask
the Leader of the House whether the sub-
ject of long- service leave which obtains in
the public service has been exploited with a
view to sending the men on leave, and by
the simple method of promotion making
temporary vacancies in the lower scale of
employ ment in order to absorb some of
those who are out of work. It is known
that a certaiin number of men are to be
sent on long service leave every year. It
appears to me that if it is arranged for
long service leave to take place at a time
when the work is lightest it wvill lead to the
absorption of some, at least of the unemn-
lloyed. Then there, is the question of the

railway regrading, much of which work will
require to be done. When it is done, it will
be of advantage to the efficient working of
the service. This work could be scheduled
for the shirk season. Then there is the
question of railway ro'ling stock. We know
there is a shortage in that direction. It ap-
pears to mne that it could be so arranged
that a winter campaign could be instituted
to bring aill the trucks that require to be re-
paired into the shops and get a strong force
to deal with them. This, too, would mean
absorbing a number of unemployed, and it
would Apo mean providing sufficient rolling
stock to handle the harvest, and thus carry
out that part of the work in a more efficient
manner than is done at present. It may he
that these suggestions have already been con-
sidered by the Government, but I commend
them to Cabinet in case they have not been
fully developed. The whole problem of un-
employment can be handled if it is taken in
hand scientifically, adequate data, obtained
and proper recommnendations and investiga-
tions made. The Disabilities Commission
laid stress upon that point. They re-
ferred to the need for organisations in every
State to g-o into the question of unemplov-
mneat, and see whether seasonal work could
not he -introdupecd. and data, -which are at
present not available, obtained. In the
nmeantime this State has had a most unfor-
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Lunate advertisement. It is one that will
have rather a bad effect, unless we try im-
mediately to dispel it by introducing such
a state of affairs as should exist in a new
country like this. There is no doubt that
with the amount of development work that
is awaiting attention here there should never
be an unemployment problem. Hf things
were properly planned out we should he
continually looking for sufficient supplies of
men to carry out the necessary work. I am
aware that finance is required to do this.
in another p'ace the Premier complained of

or bewailed the bad bargain hie had made
when he reduced taxation by applying the
Federal grants to the relief of taxation.
He v'aid hie had made a bad deal by utilising
the money in this direction.

H1on. Sir William Lathinin: He did not
use it all.

lion. J-. SEDDON: The second and third
grants were the sums to which he referred.
There must be a tremendous economc
waste in Western Australia due to the hand-
ling of the unemployed problem. Possibly
the application of! this money as a nucleus
for an unemployment fund? and working
o-ut p'-ans in the Public Works and other de-
partments for carrying on a winter cam-
paign of work, would be of great benefit to
Western Australia, and would relieve the
finances of the State by reason of the State
not being obliged to contribute relief in the
ordinary, way. There is one other aspect
which we cannot help recognising when
dealing with unemployment. The trade
statistics quoted in the Speech show that our
imports last year were about 181/3 mil-
lions. When we realise that amongst these
commodities imported are many that could
be produced in Western Australia we see an
avenue for employment that could well be
developed and exploited. There is a cam-
paitrn that could well be inaugurated of
"1preference to Western Augtralian goods."
We should make that the slogan throughout
Western Australia. The demand that would
arise would he such as to induce the people
to eater for the market now supplied from
overseas. These arc mneans, b 'y which the
unemployment problem can be successfully
attacked. I amn sure that steady and sus-
tained -work -would -result in mainimising
unemployment during the slack season, and
probably mean advancing the interests of
Western Australia to a tremendous extent.
I wish now to refer to the question of the
Fremantle harbour extension. There has
been a considerable amount of comment

on this subject. The Premier very justly
said that we have two engineers of high
standingp who are in disagreement; how
then can laymen decide? One of the ques-
tions which arose was whether the exten-
sion of the harbour up river would bring up
the water level in the higher reaches of the
river, and the scare was raised that this
would probably bnean blocking back the
water, with consequent damage to proper-
ties in the vicinity of Perth, MUr. Stewart
who is now in Victoria spoke on the matter
to my colleague and myself, and said he
would wake inquiries while in the Eastern
S tates as to what technical advice was avail-
able that could lie used as a kind of umpire
decision or buffer betwen the contentions of
Mr. Stilemant niLd Sir George Buchanan.

Hon. 4. Ewing: Would not the Premier
do that?

Hon. H. SED3DON: Yes. The stiggestion
was made by Mr. Stewart that he might
assist in meeting the situation which has
arisen.

Ron. J. Ewing: The Premier said he
could not get a man.

Hon. H. SEDDON: 'Mr. Stewart tele-
graphed 'from Victoria as follows:-

Smith leading hydraulic engineer, president
Institute Engineers', Australia, could determine
inathematicaliy between Stileman and Buch-
anari statements re flood level. Smith estab-
lished reputation with United States Institute
and their gold medallist for equally difficult
calculations. States spent 100,000 dollars test-
ing experimentally his conclusions, which were
proved correct. Utilise.

Hon. J. Ewing: Could he get the Premh'r
to agree to thatI

Ron. H. SEDDON: The suggestion is
worthy of the consideration of the Govern-
ment, in the way of settling this aspect of
the Fremantle Harbour extensions and deal-
ing possibly with any detrimental effects;
that might accrue. Certain statements were
made by 'Mr. Williams when dealing with
miners' pbithisis. He referred to the amnend-
ment passed hy this House last session. I
am satisfied that this amendment has done
a great deal of good in preventing the
evasion of compensation to certain men who
were not receiving it. I interjected that one
man, whose case I have quoted in the House
before, had not received compensation. Other
ecases have also been dealt with, In order
to make sure of my position, I got from the
secretary of the State Government Insur-
ance Office in Ralgoorlie a statement show-
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ing the number of cases dealt with since
this amendment came into operation. He
gave me the following reply, dated 20th
August, .1928.-

Dear Sir, Following upon your visit to this
office on Saturday, I have to advise since let
January last 14 claims have been lodged under
the Third Schedule. These arc accounted for
as under :-iability accepted (including pos-
thunious claim by widow) five, refused three,
voluntarily withdrawn two, not yet finalised
four. In no instance, however, has a percent-
age basis been applied, and where liability has
been accepted, the maximum amnount payable
under the Act has been admittedl. The fore-
going represents claims known to this office.
There may be possibly a few dealt with by head
office.

It appears to me that the position has been
so far cleared up by that amendment that
the cases are now being dealt with. Dis-
eases such as weakness of the heart or other
bodily troubles are evidently not now being
made an excuse for evading payment under
the Workers' Compensation Act. Since the
House met there has been laid on the Table
a report by Dr. Nelson. 1 should like memi-
hers to read it. It is the result of investi-
gations by the doctor in the year 1025-26.
He draws certain very important conclu-
sions which ought to be brought under the
notice of the House. He shows that it is
possible to classify these men distinctly into
six classesa The result of his investigations
shows that a certain number of men can be
classified as normal, and are just as healthy
as many men in other occupations. There
are also men who are in a state where they
have been neglected and it would he impos-
sible to distinguish the extent to which they
have been affected by dust Luitil a certain
time had elapsed. Then there are two other
classes.

Ron. J. Cornell: As soon as dust affects
a man, he ought not to renmain in the in-
dustry.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Ron. members will
find certain diagrams which show that as
soon as silicosis, sets in, there is a definite
change in the appearance of the radiograph
showing how a man's lungs, are effected. In
silicosis, the radiograph shows that theme is
a mottled appearance indicating the effect
of the early stages of d ust on the lungs.
Then there is the next stage of definite sili-
cosis in which this becomes more marked,
and in -which a man is seriously affected in
his capacity to work. Then there are two
other divisions: silicosis complicated by tub-

ereuloris, and pure tuberculosis. This
shows that the doctor has been able
to classify the men into six definite
classes without any trouble, four of which
are entitled to compensation. We have
endeavoured to deal with this important
problem by two Acts. There is the Mincrs'
Phthisis Act, which deals with men who
are suffering from tuberculosis, and the
Workers Compensation Act which deals
with men who are dusted. I agree with
Mr. Nicholson's contention that the only
effective way of dealing with the men is
to bring them all under the scope of the
Miners Phthisis Act, to classify them
under the four distinct classes for which
compensation can be paid, and to group
the compensation according to the degree
to which a, man is affected, that is to say,
bring into operation a scheme practically
on the same lines as that which obtains in
South Africa. Until that is done we shall
continually have this friction and these
anomalies arisir* from the interpretation
of clause 7 of the Workers Compensation
Act. That Act has been left so wide that
there is room for a considerable amount
of dispute between the claimants on the
one hand and the insurance department on
the other. There is also a difficulty with
regardl to the working- of the Miners'
Phithisis Act and the Workers' Compensa-
tion Act, namely that it does not apply
to or provide for the prospector. If there
is anyone to whom this country owes a
debt of gratitude it is the man who has
given his life to searching for and open-
ig up the gold deposits of Wesiern Aus-

tralia. I know of at least two cases of
men who have been so badly dusted that
had they been working for wages they
would have been able to claim full compen-
sation, but were unable to get it because
they had been engaged in prospecting
and could not claimn relief under the
'Workers' Compensation Act.

Hon. E. H. Harris: There are numerous
cases, but because th,, men have worked
for themselves instead of an employer they
have not been able to get compensation.

Hon. H. SEDDON: That is so. This is
an anomaly that should -receive urgent at-
tention. In view of the unsatisfactory
nature of existing legislation the- time is
ripe when we should consolidate the law
on the point have one measure providing
for the three different grades of compen-
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sation, induce men to leave the industry
before they are severely and permanently
affected, and bring under the scope of the
Act those men who have done so much to
develop the resources of Wesitern Australia.
There is another matter on which I would
like to say a few words. It relates to the
Kalgoorlie School of Mines. I do not know
just exactly how it came about, but Mr.
Naungle was induced to make reference in
the course of his report to the Kalgoorlie
School of Mines. I understand this gentle-
man was brought over to inquire more par-
ticularly into the question of technical edw-
cation. We must recognise that the work
of the Kalgoorlie School of Mines. is quite
of a different category from that of ordin-
ary technical education. We can define
technical education as education for the pur-
pose of enabling apprentices to become
better tradesmen and to assist in teaching
them their trades. The status of the man
who passes through the School of Mines Is
above that category, because the man who
has the diploma of the School of Mined is
able to take up the duties of a manager or
any executive post rather than the work
of a tradesman. Incidentally, too, we must
recognise the work done by the school in
the way of investigation. Anyone who has
read the Mines Department report will
recognise the valuable work done by the
staff of the school in the laboratory pro-
vided there. Incidentally also I would com-
mend to the Government the question of
extending the scope of that laboratory by
providing- electrical equipment. There are
many problems now and many processes in
connection with the treatment of refractory
ores which necessitate the use of electro
metallurgy. The adoption of this method
in Canada. has met with success in the ex-
traction of m-t-ala from ores by means of
electrolysis. Then we have the question of
electric smelting. There is a lot of data
which could be worked out by the School of
Mines staff and the work done by the chemni-
cal department should be extended by utilis-
in~z the services of the electrical staff. The
Dost of the equipment would not be great,
%nd a series of electrical investigations by
the technical staff of the School of Mines.
would open out new avenues in dealing with
)re problems and probably indicate success-
'ully a method by which costs might be re-
luced. No doubt hon. members noticed a
dfrer in the Press recently from Mr. Whit-
laid, a visiting director of one of the Rat-

goorlie mines While Mr. Whitfield was in
Kalgoorlie he carried out a considerable
amount of inquiry work and he went sway
with very correct ideas of the state of
affairs generally. One of his suggestions
which should comtmend itself to the Goy-
erment is that of preventing mine officials
from securing, tributes on the company's
leases. 1 think it is recognised that is not a
wise practice to allow to exist, and I hope
the Government will take the matter into
consideration with a view to remedying it.
There is; also another question raised and
that is the application of the flotation treat-
ment to Kalgoorita ores. The laboratory
experiments have been successful, and
speaking to men who have carried out these
experiments apart from the Iaboratory, I
understand there is every possibility of
flotation being successfully applied to Kal-
goorlie mining1. It is very effective in the
way of reducing costs. 'Mr. Whitfield pro-
posed that the Government should consider
the question of running a flotation pilot
plant to deal with Kalgoorlie ore and I
understand he himself is prepared to enter
into co-operation wvith the Government on
those lines. I would like to hear what the
Government think of the proposal because
it opens up the question of the reduction of
costs, and will bring about tlit commercial
exploitation of ore now left in the mines.
Another question that should receive con-
sideration. is tfiat of the holding of leases
by convicted gold thieves. Although a man
may be convicted of stealing gold, it is
possible for that man to hold a lease, and
it is found vary difficult indeed, owing to
existing conditions, to keep track of that
man's work. A suggestion has been made
that possibly the department may exercise
their authority in this respect and prevent
any man who has been convicted of gold
thieving fromn holding a lease and so take
away from him an avenue whereby he can
continue his operations. No doubt a con-
siderable amount of assistance has been given
to the prospector in the way of the
geological examination of new fields.
rnfortunately too frequently the re-
Ports that have been prepared have not
been made available until a considerable
time after the field has been opened
up. Tt has been pointed out that if we had

aresident geongist on a new fiel.aeo-

rist who eould eamp there and move about
amonest the men. and follow the 'work that
was being carried out, it would he possible
to !Tive the prosoectors considerable infor-
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muton and thus assist them in the way of
searching for and developing ore bodies.
Only too frequently men have been unsuc-
cessful and have left the 6ied without its
having been properly prospected. In such
cases geological advice on the spot might
have been the means of disclosing ore bodies
never opencd up. There is another matter
which deserves the attention of the Govern-
ment. There is inot the slightest doubt that
a considerable amount of capital is being
brought into the State in the hope of in-
vesting it in the development of our indus-
tries. It is most remarkable that 'Western
Australia, which is sio much in need of this
class of money, imposes stamp duties that
are much hig-her than those in anjy other
State. In support of this statemnent I would
like to quote a letter given to me by a
promninent business man in Perth. The
letter points out the effect of the stamp
duties in the way of driving business from
this State to the Eastern States. The stamp
duty charged on banking and trading com-
panies' share transfers is as follows:- Western
Australia, £1 per cent. ad valorem; Victoria,
nit; South Australia, since 1st of January,
1928, nil-prior to that date, 5 per cent. ad
valorem; New South Wales, 7s. 6d. per
cent. ad valorem; Queensland, 5s. per cent.
ad valorem. The letter sets out-

Western Australia: As above mentioned the
stamp duty on banking and trading concerns
share transf era is charged at the rate of l
per cent. ad valorem, which is the highest rate
charged in the Commonwealth. It is the opin-
ton that this high charge prevents business in
Western Australian concerns, or in concerns with
a Western Australian register. I would like
to mention that many of my clients bare re-
frained from investing in Bank of New ISouth
Wales shares on the local register for the rea-
son that if purchased they would require to
pay to the local stamp duty office 10s. per share
for the stamp duty which is equal to a loss of
one quarter's dividend. It pays them to pur-
chase these shares in this hank on the -Mel-
hourne market where the stamp duty is nil.
This is one great reason why there are no trans-
actions on the Perth Stock Exchange in Bank
of New South Wales shares. Z have also at
various times recommended my clients to pur-
chase West Australian newspaper ordinary
shares, but business at times has not eventu-
ated as my clients objected to paying in addi-
tion to the market price of the shares, a sum
of nearly 6c1. per share to the local stamp duty
oiffice. At the present rate of dividend paid by
the newspaper company, this extra charge
would mean three months dividend,

Victoria: The Melbourne Exchange is prob-
ably the largest exchange in the Commonwealth
for hanking and trading concerns which is due,
very largely at any rate, to the fact that in-
vestors are not called upon to pay any stamp

duty on the transfers of shares in Vrictoria A-
the opening meeting on January 5th last, thi
Chairman of the Melbourne Stock Exchange ih
addressing the members, drew attention to thi
matter of stamp duty on share transfers, ami
his remarks are as follows:-

"After our adjournment for the Christ
inns vacation, our State Government intro
duced a Bill to provide for payment of Stamj
duty in respect of certain transactions re
lating to stocks and shares. This Bill wa
passed in an amended form by the Assembly
'but rejected by the Council. I nnderstanN
the whole estimated revenue from this Bil
was to be £E20,000 for the ne~t year, and I dl
not think, if the Government realised thi
amount of inconvenience, expenses and cur
tailnient. of busiess that would have occurrel
had the Bill become law, that they would bar'
introduced it in the form in which they did
These are flays when much public money i.
wanted in our industries, and the way ti
obtain this is to have the freest marke
possible, unfettered by irritations, the sins!
amount of revenue from which is of littli
importance to our Government."
South Australia: The Stock Exchange o.

Adelaide raised the question of stamp duty ti
the local authorities, and coming on top o:
the Victorian State Government rejection o:
stamp duties, had the effect of ending thi,
charge in South Australia, and since this tat-
very much larger business in banking aw
trading concerns has resulted on the Adelaid,
Stock Exchange. No alteration has been madi
in New South Wales and in Queensland, but
wvill be seen from the above that the chiarge;
in those States are very much below the stainl
duty charged in Western Australia. I wouli
like to mention that the stamp duty on Tminti
transactions in Western Australia is a noiza
fee of Id. duty per transfer, and this chargi
is nut ad valorema, and consequently if one mai
sells to another, even if the consideration wern
a million pounds he would only be called upoi
to pay 1d. duty stamp. ft seems to me tha
this shows clearly that years ago it was thi
intention of the powers that be, to offer no re
sistanee for large sums of money to be ex
pended on mining concerns in Western As
tralia, and if such is the ease, surely Westeri
Australia would benefit very considerably b,,
having her market unfettered by these irri
tations. I' trust your Chambefr will be entire).,
successful in its endeavour to fiave these charge
either lowered very considerably or deleted alto
gether.

There is no dut 'y so far as mining stoel
is concerned; time duty applies solely t,
investment stocks. Ren9'6sing the need fo
investment of capitol in Western Australini
industries, I commend to the Governmen
the question of affording relief to investor
in Weslern Australian industries in th
direction T have indicated. I would like t,
say that I welcome the f act that the Gov
ermnent propose to introduce legislation fo
the financing of our hospitals and hope the
legislation will take the form of a genera
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tax. There is no doubt that the Bill intro-
duced by the Mitchell Government in its
original form was the most equitable pro-
posed. When we realise the fact that many
of our nurses work excessive hours, and that
many of' our hospitals are in urgent need of
equipment, particulairly in the way of up-
to-date equipment, 1 feel sure that if it is
intended to impose a tax on salaries and
wages, every section wtill bear its fair share
in the way of supporting- the hospitals and
the mea-'ure will meet with general approval.
I supp~ort the motion for the adoption of
the Address-in-reply.

HON. 0. H. WITTENOOM (South-East)
[9.28] - At this late hour of the sitting

I do not propose to take uip much of the
time of the House, especially as almost
every subject has been discussed, and if I
speak at any length it will not he pos-
sible for me to avoid repetition. I would
like to take this opportunity to thank hon.
members for their kind congratulatory re-
marks to the new members. I assure those
members that their generous references
were much appreciated by as and certainly
helped to make the first few days of our
Parliamentary life much easier. I agree with
the remarks of Mr. Mann who said the other
day that it was particularly pleasing to sit in
the calm atmosphere of this Chambter. I appre-
ciate this also very much after my strenuous
campaign, an experience which, I suppose.
was no different from that of other new
menihers. It is very satisfactory to know
that one can sit here and that, after he
has spoken he can resume his seat know-
ing that he will not be bombarded with
questions, reasonahle and unreasonable, that
are hurled at a candidate when he is
contesting an election. I must confess
that when I began my candidature I was
surprised at the appalling condition of the
Council rolls. I refer more particularly to
those of the South-East Province. In spite
of very hard work carried out by the
Chief Electoral Officer and his staff, I
found that less than 65 per cent, of the
eligible electors were on the rolls. After
that the Chief Electoral Officer sent around
enrolment cards to everyone whose name
was not on thp roll. A great deal of work
was dlone by the secretaries of the road
hoards and town clerks of municipalities, but
in spite of that, when the time arrived for
the rolls to close, though better, the position
was still very had. After the rolls were

closed my opponent (3Mr. Burvill) and our
respective supporters worked very hard to
get the voters to go to the poll, but we
succeeded in persuading only a little over
48 per cent. of the persons enrolled to
vote. At the time I attributed that to the
fact that Mr. Burvill and myself belonged
to the samec party and that that probably
robbed the election of a good deal of in-
terest. But on perusing the electoral stat-
istic;, I found that with one or two ex-
ceptions, all the percentages were very bad.
In one instance it was as low as 38 per
cent.

Hon. E. H. Harris: You want to go to
the goldfields for a high percentage. It
was 84.

Hon, C. H. WITTENOOM: Yes. I have
given a good deal of consideration to the
questions of compuilsory enrolment and
compulsory voting, and I am quite satisfied
that compulsory voting is out of the ques-
tion on account of the siae of the provinces
and the cost that would be entailed by the
many polling places necessary tinder such
a system. I still contend it is feasible
to have compulsory enrolment and that
that would save the country thousands of
pounds. There is at lot of work in the
Chief Electoral Officer's Department, and
a large amount of money is necessary to
enrol electors. If we had compulsory en-
rolment a large amount of money would
be saved. Should a measure providing for
compulsory enrolment be introduced, I
shall he one of its supporters. During the
.ast two or three weeks I have been given
quite a lot of good advice, which I have
appreciated, and it has certainly helped me
a great deal. One piece of advice was that
if I spoke on the Address-in-reply debate-
I should keep away from home. Still, i
wish to speak of Albany harbour, which
is nmy home port.

Hon. E. H. Harris: I think we have
heard of it before.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: I consider that
Albany is'so important to the development
of the country that I am fully justified in
referring to it, although it is my home port.
For a long time Albany has been endeav-
ouring- to get a harbour hoard. and the time
has come when the Government should give
consideration to the people's wishes. The
Chamber of Commerce appointed a commit-
tee to inquire into the trade of the port
and determine whether thene was sufficient
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trade to support a harbour board. The comn-
mittee in its report showed that if the cap-
ital value of the harbour property, the jet-
ties, etc., were 1 it at a reasonable figure,
-there was sufficient trade to pay interest and
sinking fund and leave something over for
repairs and additions, It is not necessary
for me to enumerate the many advantages
of that harbour-its unique position on one
of the most famous ocean routes of the
world, its proximity to timber forests, wheat
land and fruit land, and its safe anchorage
for the largest vessels that trade to Aus-
tralia. In the inner harbour, the Princess
Royal Harbour, ships d~rawing 32 and 33
feet of water can lie with safety. What
I wish to eamphasise particularly is that
Albany already exists as a harbour. It does
not require an expenditure of millions of
pounds or the provision of huge breakwaters
to make it a harbour. It is already a har-
bour. If four steamers called at Albany
simultaneously, they could lie at the dif-
ferent berths at the two jetties, one of which
is deep enough for a vessel drawing 32 feet.
of water. All that the Albany harbour re-
quires is a few additional railway facilities.
During thle wheat season a fair number of
ships called at Albany, one very large one
having loaded 10,500 tons of wheat. This
was the second largest shipment ever made
in a single vessel tri Western Australia.
Shp was going to take 10,750 tons, which
would have been the largest, hut I understand
the engineer made some mistake in put-
ting water into the tanks or not being able
to get it out, anid so she left with 10,500
tons. The reason I refer to that vessel
is that before she left, the captain com-
mended the agents on the splendid despatch
his ship had received. He went further,
and gave the Jumpers a certificate, which
they have in their clubroom. to the effect
that be bad: never recah-ed better despntrhi
or been treated better anywhere. There tnd
been no going slow or- other sins of which
luinpera are accused, and hie was, treated in
a manner that gave every satisfaction and
that redounded to the credit of the harbonur.
Consequently it will be realisedl that the har-
bour is able to accommodate shipping awl-
does not require much expenditure. rTo nmake
it a first-class port, certain imnprovemrrents to
the wharves are necessary and greater rail-
way facilities are required. In my opinion it
would be better to use that harbour than
to spend millions on gome other harbour.

Only last week the Premier remarked that
rather than sppnd a lot of money ona luxur-

ious bridges he would hoive it 3peist to open
up the country and increase the productio
of wealth. Hie also said he would prefer
that any large expenditure on harbour:
should be postponed for the present.
I hope the Premier will stand Uc
that opinion and use a natural har-
bour like that at Albany and givt
it improved railway and other facilities.
'there is no reason why Albany, withou:
great expenditure, should not be connected
with portion of the 3,500 farms schemet
about to be opened up. Already there havc
been references to the new harbour at Frc-
mantle, regarding which I feel considerable
uneasiness. I know nothing of the bujlding,
of harhours, wharves or bridges, but I know
two schemes have been proposed. Before
either scheme is adopted an expert apart
from 'Mr. Stileman or Sir George Buchanan
should be consulted. Certain soundings
have been made in the river leading us te
believe that the Stileman scheme will pro-
bably he submitted for the approval of Par-
liament this session. 'We arc told that a
new bridge is to be built at a cost of
£1,000,000 and that it will he situated only
1,000 feet above the present bridges. That
means that once the bridge is built, any
further extension upstream will be imipos,
sible. It will enable a few more berths
and a more commodious harbour to be
provided, but in 15 years the harbour
will be incapable of catering for the ship-
ping and another barbonr will have to be
constructed outside. We are frequently asked
why shipping should not be taken as far as
that suitable stretch of water, Blackvall
Reach. One member to)-night has referred
to the question of the Perth water rising.
and that is the reason given for not eo'-
btrueting, the bridge farther upstream. Wv
aire told that, on the occasions of extremely
low barometric pressure or big' storms. nt
sea, the low-lying- portions of Perth -will be
flooded. When I was a boy, in the stream
where the Fremuantle shipping nowv berths~
was a rocky shallow bar. That was blown
up and that stretch of water was dredged
to 36 feet, while there is now talk of dredg-
ing it to 40 feet. 'No question of the low-
lying portion-, of Perth being flooded wans
raised at that time. The water has been
deepened to a depth of 36 feet and still the
foreshore of Perth has not been flooded.
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But suppose the water does go to Perth,
the Stileman report speaks of a maximum.
rise of only 12 inches, and surely it would
be cheaper to build the foresbore up a few
,inches tihan to spend alt the millions sug-
gmested on an outer harbour.

Members: Hear, hear!
Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: it used to

be the fear of the people of 'Fremantle that
the shipping would be taken up the river
and berthed in Perth. We know that the
Perth people do not want the shipping and
never will want it. They do not want
coastal ships and oil ships irs their beau-
tiful Melville Water and Perth Water. I
am of opinion, however, that more of
the Swan River should be used for a
harbour than the Stileman scheme suggest.
When the inside harbour xviii no longer
cater for shipping, an outer harbour is to
hie built in the Indian Oceani. That wxill
be a gigantic engineering feat--a world
scheme. I believe this is proposed against
the advice of the Harbour Trust, the pilots,
the shipping people, and a man who has
made his name famous the world over as
a harbour engineer, and has been gr-anted a
knighthood by His Majesty the Kine, ap-
parently for his ahilit3 . I do not wish to
criticise either engineer because I do not
know anything about harbour construction,
bat a good deal seems to depend on the ques-
tion whether the inner harbour scheme will
cause the Tow-lying portions of Perth to be
flooded or not. We have heard of a tele-
gram froni M1r. Stewart to the effect that
there is an expert in the East. I think we
need more than that- We should get the
heat man possible from abroad, and I be-
lieve the best mcii to deal with such ques-
tions are the Dutch., If that is so, an expert
from that country should he obtained before
we finally decide whether we shall adopt tie
Stileman scheme or the inner harbour scheme.
So far as we know, the river scheme is going
to save a good deal 6*f money:. and we wanrt
to save that money. We want more money
to spend on other ports and on railways.
Moreover, we want decentralisation: a
point that is supported by the statements
of the Government Wq do not want to
see all the public money spent at Fre-
mantle. Apparently out of the migration
mioney a railway is to be built from
Southern Cross through the Kalgarin coun-
try to Lake Grace. I shall always be a sup-
porter of that. It is one of the railways the

Government should build. No people are
mnore deservingv of a railway thnn the people
at Kalgaxin. It has been promised to them
for the last two or three years.

Hon. Sir Whiliam Lathlain: For 10 or 12
years.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: On account
of that promise they have developed their
country against fearful odds. We have
been told they carted their wheat as far a4
50 miles. I did not know that, hut I do know
that on the average they have carted it about
26 miles, and last season they produced
120,000 bags of wheat. I will always be a
supporter of that line leading somewhere
towards the Lake Grace railway. I think
it ouglht to go down through Pingrup and
Ongerup, through the Borden country, on
to Albany, so that the wheat may get to
the port by the shortest route. The other
line from Pingrup to Magenta should also
he built. It is very pleasing to know that
tile construction of the Cranbrook-Boynp
line is to be provided for on the Estimates.
T hope the survey of the Mt. Barker-Man-
jimup line will also be proceceded with,
Whben Sir James Mitchell was in power he
authorised certain experiments to be made
in the bottle bush country round Albany.
H1c instructed the Agricultural Department
to clear a certain amoaint of land, and put
in certain grasses and manures. The experi-
ments were on a fairly large scale, and some
were successful and some were not. Unafor-
tunately, after the Mitchell Go--ern ment went
out of office the new Administration lost in-
terest in the experiments, and the country
was allowed to go back to a state of natute.
I hope the Government will consider the ad-
visability of continuing those experiments,
by means of an experimental farm, or by
subsiding some of the settlers to make their
own experiments under the supervision of
experts of the Agricultural Department. The
question of hospitals has been ref erred to. It
is such an important matter that I have a
few words to say concerning- it. The finan-
cial position of the Children's Hospital is
deplorable, and that of the Perth Public
H ospital is nearly as bad. As Mr. Hameraley
said a few days ago, obstacles are often placed
in the way of people who can afford to pay.
Anyone tht could afford to pay should he
maae to pay. An important institution like
the hospital should not have to depend, upon
charity, Government grants, or even the ques-
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4tionable amusements tax. The hospital should
be supported either by direct tax or by a
State lottery or premium bonds, as suggested
by Mr. Frsser. I do not see why all this
money should go to Queensland, or Tasmania.
I1 have yet to see evidence that the morals
of the people of Tasmania or Queensland
are worse than ours by reason of the fact
that they are allowed to run consultations
in those States.

Hon. W. J. Mann: There are not so many
wowsers there.

Hon. C. H. WITTENQOM: We allow
bookmakers here and other forms of gamb-
ling, and why not allow these consulta-
tions alsot IDuring may election tour I was
able to recognise the position of the towns
along the Great Southern railway with re-
gard to their water supplies. I went to
Wagin several times but found no water
there. Katanning and other towns are in
nearly as bad a position. These towns will
grow larger and they should receive better
treatment. Efforts are made to supply
them with water by means of mud dams
somewhere in the neighbourhood. ITt is all
very well to say, "Give them water"; but
they want soft end clear water, something
akin to the Albany water. Considera-
tion should be given to a big comprehensive
scheme for watering all these towns. Water
is without limit in the Ivicinity of the
place where Albany draws its own supply.
We know that the Albany water is equal to
anything in Australia, for it was so deter-
mined by the analysis that was made for the
purpose of testing it for the Woollen mills.
1 hope consideration will be given to that
necessary provision. I have much pleasure
in supporting the motion.

On motion by Hon. E. H. Gray, debate
adjourned.

House adjournzed at '1,67 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers,

QUESTION-rROZEN WEAT.
WYNDHAM.

Mr. MANN asked the Premier: 1, What
quantity of frozen beef is availalec on spot
at the Wyndhamn Meat Works for sale for
consumption in this State? 2, What quan-
tity can be made available per month for
consumption in the State during the present
killing season at Wyndham?

The PREMIER replied:- 1 and 2, The
works will close down. on 4th September.
The estimated remaining quantity of frozen
beef to come to hand for consumption with-
in the State is 353 tons. Of this quantity,
93 tons has been shipped per "Koolinda"l
due at Fremantle about 21st inst.; about
200 tons will be shipped per "Kangaroo"
leaving Wynd ham on f0th September, and
about 60 tons per "Koolinda" leaving Wynd-
ham. about 26th September.

QUESTION-WHEAT, BULK-
HANDLING.

Mr. FERGUSON asked the Premier: In
view of the interest in and importance of
bulk handling of wheat to the wheat growers
of the State, will the Government appoint
a practical wheat grower to the committee
that is inquiring into the question?

The PREMIER replied: The present in-
quiry into the bulk handling of wheat ques-
tion is purely departmental and it is not
considered advisable to add to the com-
mittee.

QUESTION-WESTERN AUSTRALIAN
DINNER, COST.

Mr. SLEEMAN asked the Premier: From
where does the money come and who foots9
the bill for the animal Western Australian
dinner held in London?


